

















MIDDLE DORSET SETTLEMENT-SUBSISTENCE PATTERNS
IN WESTERN NEWFOUNDLAND: A VIEW FROM BROOM POINT

BY

©® Carol Frances Krol, B.A.

A thesis submitted to the School of Graduate
Studies in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of

Master of Arts

Department of Anthropology
Memorial University of Newfoundland

June 1986

St. John's Newfoundland






il

ABSTRACT

The reconstruction of Middle Dorset settlement-subsis-
tence patterns along the west coast of Newfoundland's Great
Northern Peninsula has been hampered in the past by lack of
information concerning variation in site types. Research
has tended to concentrate on the intensive investigation of
a single site type, the large semi-permanent base camp, and
little is known about the smaller Middle Dorset sites of an
apparently temporary or seasonal nature that exist in the
region.

Recent excavations at Broom Point, a small seasonal
Palaeo-Eskimo site located in Gros Morne National Park, have
succeeded in identifying at least two separate short-term
Middle Dorset occupations in addition to an earlier, small
Groswater phase component. The most prominent activity
reflected in the Middle Dorset artifact assemblages from
Broom Point relates to the manufacture and maintenance of
stone tools, from the initial reduction of raw material
(represented by a variety of local cherts) to the final
stages of tool production. Other extractive pursuits, pri-
marily marine related, and processing activities are also
represented at the site, and seasonality is suggested as
"“non-winter," with Broom Point likely representing a repeat-
edly occupied summer site.

With regard to Middle Dorset settlement-subsistence
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patterns along the west coast of the Northern Peninsula,

it is postulated that Middle Dorset populations in this
region of Newfoundland represent northern coastal hunter-
gatherers, characterized by a settlement pattern that in-
cludes the establishment of semi-permanent base camps, from
which a seasonal departure of at least a portion of the
population took place in the summer to small, more mobile
camps along the coast (in response to a combination of
ecological as well as cultural factors), with populations
returning to the large semi-permanent bases in the fall.

It is suggested that Broom Point represents such a seasonal
site, although the exact location of the large semi-perman-

ent site that it was connected to is unknown at present.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

Objectives of the Research

Prior to recent investigations undertaken at the Broom
Point site (DIBl-1), research in western Newfoundland invol-
ving Middle Dorset occupations has tended to concentrate on
the intensive excavation of large semi-permanent sites.
Little consideration has been given to the examination of
sites of an apparently temporary or seasonal nature, serious-
ly inhibiting the interpretation of settlement-subsistence
patterns among Middle Dorset populations in this region.

This thesis is concerned with alleviating the bias that
exists in Middle Dorset archaeology in western Newfoundland
towards the intensive examination of a single site type, the
large semi-sedentary base camp. By focusing investigations
on a small, apparently seasonal Late Palaeo-Eskimo encamp-
ment, as illustrated by the Middle Dorset component from the
Broom Point site, it is hoped that 1) detailed information
regarding the nature of a different Middle Dorset site type
will be made available, and 2) the relationship between the
large semi-permanent Middle Dorset sites and the smaller
temporary sites of Middle Dorset affiliation will be further
elucidated, as a result of the interpretation of the Broom
Point site within the broader framework of probable Middle

Dorset settlement-subsistence patterns in this region of
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Newfoundland. Only after detailed information is available
concerning specific lifeways can archaeologists compare the
information with other relevant data to look for processes

behind adaptations.

Definition of the Study Area

The west coast of the Northern Peninsula has been selec-
ted as the study area for a number of reasons. For one,
until recently this section of the west coast has received
more attention from researchers concerned with Palaeo-Eskimo
occupations than any other part of the Island, with numerous
survey programmes as well as excavations of single sites
providing a more complete data base to draw from when attempt-
ing to establish relationships among site types. Secondly,
the west coast of the Northern Peninsula is believed to rep-
resent a distinct physiographic and climatic subregion of the
Island (classified as the Coastal Plain subregion of the
Northern Peninsula Forest ecoregion in a recent ecological
subdivision of Newfoundland), encompassing the flat coastal
plain as well as the adjacent interior and western lower
slopes of the Long Range Mountains within its boundaries
(Damman 1983).

In contrast to the east coast of the Northern Peninsula,
where the slopes of the Long Range Mountains rise from sea
level to about 450 metres, and where rocky dwarf shrub barrens
dominate the area in a narrow coastal strip, the west coast

is characterized by primarily flat and undulating terrain



3
(Damman 1983), with a variety of shore types that include
sandy beaches (and occasional dune formations), or else are
comprised of gravel, cobbles, boulders or bedrock generally
occurring at low elevations (Steele 1983). It is thought
that the unique environment provided by the sand shores on the
west coast (and to a degree on the south coast) of the Island
allowed the development of a diversity of fauna and flora in
these regions of Newfoundland (Steele 1983).

The east coast of the Northern Peninsula has not been
included in the study area by virtue of these environmental
differences, which seriously affect the nature of resources
available as well as their scheduling in this particular
portion of the Northern Peninsula. In addition, it is plaus-
ible that the Long Range Mountains may have proved an effect-
ive barrier to inland travel in prehistoric times, keeping
populations on the west coast at least semi-isolated from
populations on the east coast of the Northern Peninsula (as
well as the northeast coast of the Island), although the
apparent maritime adaptation of the Middle Dorset in Newfound-
land indicates that contact with the east coast of the Northern
Peninsula (and possibly utilization of this area by west coast
groups) may have been easily maintained through coastal travel.

The remainder of the west coast of Newfoundland, south
of Bonne Bay, has also been excluded from the study area.

This decision is based partly on the environmental differences

that exist today between the west coast of the Northern Pen-
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insula and the southern portion of the west coast of New-
foundland, with the climate, and the nature and scheduling

of resources being slightly divergent for the two areas, and
partly a consequence of the fact that along the west coast of
Newfoundland south of Bonne Bay the sea level has continued

to rise since the prehistoric occupation of the area, serious-
ly limiting the ability to undertake comprehensive settlement-
subsistence studies in this part of Newfoundland (Simpson,

pers. comm.).

Summary of Palaeo-Eskimo Traditions in Newfoundland and

Labrador

A recent re-appraisal of current taxonomic classifica-
tions pertaining to Palaeo-Eskimo (or Arctic Small Tool)
traditions in Newfoundland and Labrador by Tuck and Fitzhugh
(n.d.) has resulted in the rearrangement of numerous formerly
confusing and sometimes overlapping complexes, phases and
cultures into two main traditions: the Early Palaeo-Eskimo
tradition, and thé Late Palaeo-Eskimo tradition, based on a
concept proposed by Fitzhugh in an earlier review of Palaeo-
Eskimo culture history in the southern Quebec-Labrador and
Newfoundland regions (Fitzhugh 1980). Although detailed
"trait lists" are not included here, a brief summation of the
major changes in terminology as well as the relationship be-
tween the Early Palaeo-Eskimo and the Late Palaeo-Eskimo

traditions in Newfoundland and Labrador (as currently viewed)

is given (cf. Fitzhugh 1980; Tuck 1982a; Tuck and Fitzhugh n.d.).
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The first arctic-adapted peoples to enter Newfoundland
and Labrador are represented by the Early Palaeo-Eskimo tra-
dition, which includes the previously termed Independence 1
and Early Dorset from Saglek in northern Labrador; Early Pre-
Dorset, Pre-Dorset, Late Pre-Dorset, Transitional (or Termin-
al) Pre-Dorset/Groswater Dorset and Groswater Dorset from the
Labrador coast; and Early Dorset from the Island of Newfound-
land (Tuck and Fitzhugh n.d.). The earliest evidence of the
Early Palaeo-Eskimo tradition in the Province comes from nor-
thern Labrador, where it appears sometime before 4000 B.P.
During the next 2000 years the culture appears to spread grad-
ually throughout most of Labrador and Newfoundland, disappear-
ing from the Island around 2000 B.P. The Groswater phase
marks the last major southward expansion of the Labrador
Early Palaeo-Eskimo culture, representing the tradition's
terminal manifestation (Tuck and Fitzhugh n.d.).

The earliest evidence pertaining to the appearance of
the Late Palaeo-Eskimo (or Dorset) tradition in Newfoundland
and Labrador also originates in northern Labrador, and like
the Early Palaeo-Eskimo tradition before it, the Late Palaeo-
Eskimo tradition appears to expand slowly southward, this time
into those regions of central Labrador and Newfoundland for-
merly occupied by the Groswater phase Early Palaeo-Eskimo
people. The Late Palaeo-Eskimo tradition can be separated
into three phases in Newfoundland and Labrador: Early Dorset,

not known from central or southern Labrador (as yet) but pre-
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sent in northern Labrador from 2600-2400 B.P., with a few
Early Dorset artifacts recovered in Newfoundland dated to
approximately 2000 B.P.; Middle Dorset, present from approx-
imately 2000-1200 B.P. in both Newfoundland and Labrador
(with the term Middle Dorset replacing the out-dated Newfound-
land Dorset designation); and Late Dorset, known only from
northern Labrador and dating approximately 1000-650 B.P.,
representing the last Palaeo-Eskimo people to occupy New-
foundland and Labrador (Tuck and Fitzhugh n.d.).

Although the transition between Groswater (Early Palaeo-
Eskimo tradition) and Early Dorset (Late Palaeo-Eskimo tra-
dition) in particular needs clarification, and a better defin-
ition for Early Dorset in Newfoundland is desirable, differ-
ences currently observed between the two traditions with
regard to time, technology, settlement-subsistence patterns
(with an apparent shift away from a relatively balanced land
and sea adaptation to a more specialized utilization of
marine resources among Late Palaeo-Eskimo groups) and raw
material usage suggest that the Late Palaeo-Eskimo (or Dorset)
tradition did not develop from the Pre-Dorset or Groswater
Early Palaeo-Eskimo phases in either Newfoundland or Labrador.
Rather, it is thought that Dorset culture developed in the
Eastern Arctic, probably upon a strong Pre-Dorset/Independence
IT base, and that its presence in Newfoundland and Labrador
is a result of a migration (or series of migrations) of Late

Palaeo-Eskimo populations originating in this Eastern Arctic
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emphasis on the Port au Choix area (Harp 1964, 1976; Harp
and Hughes 1968). Harp was concerned primarily with describ-
ing the Newfoundland aspect of the Cape Dorset Eskimo culture,
and orienting it within the total known Dorset culture con-
text (as seen from Hudson Bay, northern Labrador, Baffin
Island and Greenland), and to achieve this he undertook a
survey/testing programme, visiting potential and known sites
along the west coast, using small boats as no overland trans-
port was yet available (cf. Harp 1964). A series of extensive
excavations were also carried out at the Phillip's Garden site,
or Port au Choix-2 (Harp 1964, 1976). As a result of his re-
search, Harp proposed a strong affinity between what he termed
"the Newfoundland Dorset aspect and the parent complex,"
based on similarities of artifacts (although some differences
were also noted); "all the major diagnostic traits of the
parent appear in the offspring, together with numerous traits
of a less distinctive nature. The relationship 1s unmistak-
able" (Harp 1964:138). It should be noted that, at the time
of Harp's initial investigations, little previous work in
Newfoundland or in the Eastern Arctic was available for com-
parison purposes.

A brief survey of parts of Newfoundland was undertaken
in 1965 by Devereux, who also carried out a brief examina-
tion and collected sample artifacts from a large Palaeo-
Eskimo site situated near the Cape Ray lighthouse on the

southwest corner of the Island (Devereux 1966). The Cape Ray
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Light site, as well as the Pittman site (located on Sop's
Island, White Bay on the east coast of the Northern Peninsula)
were excavated shortly after by Linnamae in 1967, with addi-
tional investigations being carried out in 1968 (Linnamae
1975). In her monograph, "The Dorset Culture: A Comparative
Study in Newfoundland and the Arctic," Linnamae described the
results of excavations at both of these Palaeo-Eskimo sites,
and stressed the distinctive nature of the Dorset complex in
Newfoundland, concluding that "the Newfoundland regional
variant of Dorset culture developed because of cultural iso-
lation in a geographically peripheral location with regard to
the Dorset culture area" (Linnamae 1975:ii).

The excavation of a small, but productive, Dorset site
in Englee on the east coast of the Northern Peninsula was
carried out by Tuck in 1969 (Tuck 1976), and in 1972 Tuck
undertook a survey of the proposed Gros Morne National Park
region of the west coast of the Northern Peninsula (Tuck 1972
a,b). The purpose of the survey was to locate sites that
might be destroyed by future park development, as well as to
aid in the general interpretation of the prehistory of Bonne
Bay. Coastal regions, river mouths, interior lakes and ponds,
and other areas thought suitable for habitation were examined
and tested, and a number of small Dorset sites were located
along the coast (Tuck 1972a,b). By this time, a survey of
Placentia Bay implemented by Linnamae in 1971 had also suc-

Ceeded in locating several Dorset sites on the south coast
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of the Island (Linnamae 1971).

At the same time as the publication of Fitzhugh's
comprehensive studies regarding cultural systems in Hamil-
ton Inlet, Labrador (Fitzhugh 1972), the presence of traits
belonging to an earlier Palaeo-Eskimo people (the Early
Palaeo-Eskimo tradition) began to be recognized on the Island,
adding to and confusing the presence of "typical" Newfound-
land Dorset material. Carignan first noted the presence of
early traits (thought to belong to an Early Dorset phase) in
the Palaeo-Eskimo component from his 1972 and 1973 excava-
tions at the multi-component Beaches site in Bonavista Bay,
northeast Newfoundland (Carignan 1975), and Bishop stressed
the similarity between the Palaeo-Eskimo collection recovered
from investigations at Norris Point in 1973, and Fitzhugh's
Groswater Dorset (Early Palaeo-Eskimo tradition) from Hamil-
ton Inlet, Labrador (Bishop 1974). A series of excavations
carried out by Tuck at Cow Head in the late 1970's confirmed
the presence of Early Dorset material on the Island of New-
foundland, and Tuck noted that at the time there existed no
counterparts on the Island, but that the collection resembled
the early Dorset material from the Labrador coast (Tuck 1978:
139).

An increasing amount of information has become available
in recent years regarding Palaeo-Eskimo occupations on the
Island of Newfoundland (Tuck 1982a), and a refining process,

resulting in the reorganization of terminology concerning
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of more than one black humus were occasionally noted, these
"cultural" levels were impossible to follow and did not pro-
duce any diagnostic artifacts to confirm their cultural
identity. Occupation or occupations at Broom Point were
clearly not as intensive as Middle Dorset occupations of
other sites in western Newfoundland, with especial reference
to the Phillip's Garden site with its rich midden deposits
(Harp 1964, 1976; Renouf 1986), and Cape Ray, which like
Broom Point lacks faunal remains, but where an occupation
layer represented by a very black, sooty, greasy and clayey
soil sometimes reached a thickness of more than a foot
(Linnamae 1975:33). Hearth features also reflect the temp-
orary nature of the Broom Point site, being few in number
and including only one intact example (Figure 21), in addi-
tion to a number of scattered remnants represented by soil
stains and fire-broken rock, and containing only small
amounts of charcoal, many of which are located in undisturb-
ed portions of the site and hence do not merely represent
the products of recent (i.e., twentieth century) interven-
tion (Figure 5). Added to this is the small size of the
site in general, which again supports a brief occupation(s)
of the area.

The temporary nature of the Middle Dorset occupation(s)
of Broom Point is further supported by the relative paucity
of stone tools (506 in total) recovered from the site (Table

2), which clearly indicate that a lengthy temporal span of
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Figure 13

Debitage distribution, Area 3

opaque dgreen chert (lithic type 4)












Figure 15

Debitage distribution, Area 3

mottled grey chert (lithic type 8)






Figure 16

Debitage distribution, Areas 1 and 2

other lithic types
























Figure 20
Overview of Operation 19, Area 3

The Broom Point site (DIBl-1)






Figure 21
Hearth feature located in Operation 19, Area 3

The Broom Point site (DIBl-1)






Figure 22
Endblades and Tip Flute Flakes

triangular harpoon endblades

notched endblade

reworked endblades

ground slate lance

matching pairs of tip flute flakes (both

left primary - right secondary combinations)












Figure 24

Bifaces and Biface Preforms

a-c asymmetrical notched bifaces
d-h biface preforms

i-k bifaces without hafting modifications






Figure 25

Endscrapers

dorsally modified endscrapers
marginally retouched endscrapers
blade endscraper fragments

quartz crystal endscraper






Figure 26

Sidescrapers and Burin-like-tools

a-d concave sidescrapers
e-g nephrite burin-like-tools
h ground chert burin-like-tool fragment

i-k nephrite burin-like-tool fragments






Figure 27

Microblades and Microblade Fragments

complete chert microblades
proximal-medial fragments
proximal fragments

distal fragment
retouched/utilized fragments

quartz crystal microblades






Figure 28

Microblade Cores

chert microblade cores
quartz crystal microblade cores

unmodified quartz crystal






Figure 29

Retouched/Utilized Flakes and Hammersténes

a retouched/utilized flake
b multiple-notched flake
C Ramah chert retouched/utilized flake

d-f hammerstones






Figure 30

Hammerstones

a-c hammerstones






Figure 31

Early Palaeo-Eskimo Component

chipped and ground burin-like-tools
ovate sidenotched endblade
sideblades

rectanguloid endscraper

bipointed biface and fragments
lanceolate sidenotched biface

asymmetrical biface





















