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Abstract
This thesis examines a Newfoundland radio programme,

The Barrelman, as a modeller and promulgator of regional

folklore. The strategy of the programme’s first writer and
presenter, Joseph R. Smallwood from 1937 to 1943 -- "Making
Newfoundland Better Known to Newfoundlanders" -- is

discussed in the context of the political and cultural
climate of the time. By a combination of modernist language
and sensibilities, and traditional references and language,
Smallwood established his reputation as a Newfoundland
cultural expert. By selecting, clustering, foregrounding,
and interpreting individual items of folklore, he recast
meanings and built a national mythos.

The texture of performance by the Barrelman (including
his language), and textual items of folklore and national
imagery are examined, illustrating Smallwood’s rhetorical
techniques. A comparatively small generic range was
broadcast by the Barrelman, and the genres transmitted, in
particular legend, are discussed.

With access to the medium of radio, Smallwood was able
to spread widely textual items and his interpretations of
folklore and Newfoundland history. The programme’s
popularity set a stage on which he developed his later
successful career as a politician. Smallwood’s social
milieu and supportive contacts are examined in the light of

the politics of his cultural intervention.
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Chapter One

Introduction

There are few persons in twentieth-century Newfoundland
who can claim as much influence in the course of events and
on the shaping of its ideas as Joseph Roberts Smallwood
(1900-1991). This thesis examines one phase of his life,

his Barrelman enterprise, in the context of Newfoundland

culture then and since, and in the overall historical
context of Smallwood’s life.'

My earliest memory of Joe Smallwood, though certainly
not my first awareness of him, was in the election campaign
of 1956. He was the Liberal Premier of Newfoundland at the
time and we lived in St. John’s, the capital city. I had
just turned four years old, but I knew the man’s name, voice
and importance as well as any voter. When my best friend
came running to our house one evening after supper to say
that he’d just heard that "Joey" was going to hold a meeting
only 150 metres from my door, I knew I wanted to be there.

As it happened my father was not one of Joey’s men, but
a Progressive Conservative, and in the following election he

even ran for that party. I remember a sense of sneaking

' A short note on my orthographic conventions: I have throughout

this thesis underlined the names of radio programmes when they are
series’ titles. As with articles in books, I have used quotation marks
to indicate titles of episodes, and likewise have indicated only by
capitalisation characters’ names within the series. The Barrelman then
refers to the radio series. When used without underlining, the word
Barrelman refers to the character or the man.



away from the house but I can’t remember whether my parents
explicitly told me to stay away from Smallwood’s gathering.
In any case, my friend and I went to the spot at the corner
of two residential streets, near the site of a new
subsidised housing development, and waited. We waited well
over an hour after the planned time, and it was getting dark
when Joey’s car arrived.

The crowd standing around in the falling dusk consisted
of about forty children like my friend and me, and perhaps a
dozen adults. Besides that little crowd on the corner, a
few dozen more adults were able to hear him campaign for
votes in their own homes; it was a warm night and their
windows were probably open. Smallwood had a loud hailer
powered from the car he was being driven around in and he
gave a speech that made us all feel like responsible and
well-informed voters. He took seriously the opportunity to
meet the residents and I actually saw him kiss a baby.

The meeting did not last long, perhaps ten minutes,
before he and his driver got back in the car and drove off
to another corner in the district. I ran back to our house,
excitedly telling my mother I had heard Joey speak and I
thought he was a wonderful man.

It was hard not to be part of the admiring flow of
public opinion about Joe Smallwood in that time. Money
seemed to flow from government coffers and he was associated

with every cent. The area of St. John’s we lived in was a



new one, with new houses going up every week for people who
had lived all their lives in downtown rows. It was no
accident he stood on the edge of a housing development to
ask for votes. He won every election he called in the 1950s
and ’60s, though with some decreasing conviction by the
voters. But in those mid-1950s Joey was as close to God as
any St. John’s boy might imagine.

This thesis deals with an earlier phase of his fame,
one on which his political career built and the one whereby,
through his radio persona of the Barrelman, he first put his
voice forward as a national spokesman for Newfoundland.

Smallwood invented the Barrelman programme in 1937 and for

over six years he was its presenter. 1In that period he was
as well-known as any Newfoundlander in the country. Through
his life Joe Smallwood was Jjournalist, farmer, politician,
publicist, and publisher. There are few points in his life
when one cannot see at least two or even three of these
careers in active play. As the Barrelman he managed to meld
as many of these aspects of his life as he ever could,
dishing out popular history, folklore, personal experience
stories, and political opinion at every turn.

This thesis looks closely at the scripts of the

Barrelman radio programme and the newspaper columns which

preceded the radio show, investigating how Smallwood shaped
his public persona by traditional and other expressive

devices, and how he used stories of Newfoundland and local



history, "legend" in folkloristic terms, to help accomplish
his goals. Those goals were political and cultural with an
end of "Making Newfoundland Better Known to
Newfoundlanders," as his show’s informal subtitle, later
made formal, put it. His efforts were to raise
Newfoundlanders’ consciousness of and pride in Newfoundland
her people and her intellectual products, so he used
folkloric forms as much as he used other forms. I argue
that at least some of these "other forms," for instance
what Richard Dorson has labelled "literary legends" (in
contrast to "oral, folk legends") are just as folkloric as
any other. By virtue of use, context and goal, Smallwood’s
rhetorical tools were equally traditional. He clearly used
some traditional devices and genres more than others, and
this thesis investigates the most common.

Smallwood’s work was never 1n a vacuum, either
personally or nationally. In a chapter on the cultural

politics of the Barrelman, I investigate the context and

meaning of the issues raised and developed by the Barrelman
in their historic and political context. Through his 1life
Smallwood liked to foreground his outport roots and his
popular connections, but I point out that his career path
was guided by his urban, middle class contacts and milieu.
The small intelligentia of Newfoundland, congregated in St.
John’s, overlapped to a great extent with the somewhat

larger but still small middle class. From an early age

4
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Smallwood moved in these circles and, despite his apparent
personal penury from time to time, was accepted as a member.
Information for this study comes from a variety of

sources and materials, including archival collections of
tape-recorded interviews with a variety of people associated
with the programme, either at the production level or by

virtue of having been listeners.?

My own research on the
topic extends back more than ten years. I began
interviewing people associated with early Newfoundland radio
in 1983, and out of that earlier work came my master’s
thesis which looked at several aspects of radio and folklore
in Newfoundland.3

In the 1980s I continued my Jjob as Archivist at the MUN
Folklore and Language Archive (MUNFLA) and worked from time

to time with other archivists on campus. I first became

aware of the Barrelman collection at the Centre for

Newfoundland Studies Archives when the Associate Director of
MUNFLA, Peter Narvaez worked on it, work out of which came

the first scholarly approach to the Barrelman enterprise. I

eventually had occasion to view the collection myself and,

as an archivist, I was enthralled by its sheer size. The

2 a1l my interview tapes have been deposited in the Memorial
University of Newfoundland Folklore and Language Archive (MUNFLA). Some
of the tapes have been catalogued already and, throughout this thesis, I
include in my references to them the MUNFLA accession and shelflist
numbers to the extent that cataloguing is complete. Some have not yet
been catalogued and 1 refer to these by name and date alone.

3 "Folklore and Popular Culture in Early Newfoundland Radio
Broadcasting: An Analysis of Occupational Narrative, Oral History and
Song Repertoire," (St. John’'s: MUN, 1987).



huge collection (it fills eleven reels of microfilm) had
remained virtually untapped as an archive of information
about 1930s and ‘40s Newfoundland despite being part of the
University’s collections for three decades. I began in the
early 1990s to look into the collection and some of the
questions that led to the thesis were formed then.

Ever since working out some of the problems treated in
my master’s thesis, I have been interested in the

relationships between on the one hand what we think of as

"folklore" in all its forms -- unselfconscious knowledge,
collected lore, and re-created or revived performance -- and
on the other hand popular culture. This thesis extends the

view of these to include the connections to the } 1litical
life of a community, or at least in Newfoundland’s non-
electoral situation of that period of the Commission of
Government, the quasi-political or sub-rosa political life.
Smallwood the Barrelman was a once and future politician,
and though his partisan politics never appear as text in his

Barrelman scripts, they certainly appear as sub-text.

In folklore as in fact, religion and politics have long
been comrades in Newfoundland public life and Smallwood’s
participation fits the mould of those before him and since.
I explicate covert aspects of Smallwood’s persona while he
was the Barrelman, his association with the then- efunct
Liberal political party and his association with the

Protestant Loyal Orange Association.



Smallwood’s milieu is rarely discussed in the
historical writings on his long career. This thesis shows
some of his multiple connections with other cultural players
on the Newfoundland stage. In contrast to his later
reputation of being a lone operator, Smallwood came out of a
vibrant and aware cultural community. He built on its
strengths and used its tools to construct his distinctive
cultural enterprise. Through his informal and formal ties
he was associated with public and private libraries, the
national historical society, antigque dealers and collectors,
educators, the musical community of both public and private
tradition, the journalists and publishers of the country,
and of course the broadcasting community. He was well-
connected and put his connections to use both for the
collection of information and materials for his programme,
and for the promulgation of his various enterprises.

Robert Georges has recently taken up the question of
what it means to call oneself, or to be called by others, a
"folklorist."* He suggests that folklorists ought to be
more narrow in their use of the term than they have been in
the past when laymen working with the materials of folklore
have been so labelled. It has been suggested that in his

role as Barrelman, Joe Smallwood was de facto a folklorist,

4 Robert Georges, "Earning, Appropriating, Concealing, and Denying
the Identity of Folklorist," Western Folklore 50 (1991), 3-12.




using some of the techniques of the folklore field-worker.’
He collected folklore of certain kinds and propagated those
which he thought were appropriate to his intertwined
commercial and political purposes. As I discuss later, he
claimed that he had collected "all" of Newfoundland’s
folklore. I argqgue that Smallwood used folklore, language,
and nationally meaningful icons in a purposeful cultivation
of political ground. Use of these national signifiers was
part of the political and cultural vocabulary of the time,
not only in Newfoundland, but also in the United States and
other countries.

Primarily a politician, Smallwood found in the
Barrelman a corollary occupation during his country’s

political hiatus. The Barrelman mixed local traditions,

some previously only oral, with documented and published
historical accounts, and thus turned those hybrid knowledges
into a new form of knowledge, spread wide and freely
appropriate to all. What was local folklore and even
restricted sometimes to individual families, became
"Newfoundland folklore," a transformation by appropriation,
accomplished only by virtue of the power and authority of
someone like the Barrelman and some other publicisers of

Newfoundland folklore in this century, notably Gerald S.

5 Peter Narvaez, "Joseph R. Smallwood, The Barrelman: The

Broadcaster as Folklorist™ in Media Sense, ed. P. Narvaez and M. Laba
(Bowling Green: Bowling Green State U Popular P, 1986), 47-64; orig.
publ. CFC 5:1-2 (1982), 60-78.




S
Doyle and Omar Blondahl.® By the same token, what had been
book history, became locally known and important, a process
Smallwood would have seen as "education" but which is also a
kind of cultural appropriation, and the other side of the
same coin. Just as a "canon" of Newfoundland folklore is
constructed by the foregrounding of "key texts" (as
Rosenberg has pointed out7), so too a popular canon of
Newfoundland history is constructed by the narration and
repetition of stories from documentary history.

Throughout this century Newfoundland folklore has been

seen as a ready vehicle for rhetorical devices of many
sorts. Various writers have discussed the role of perceived

9

Newfoundland folklore in advertising,® commerce,’ and other

10

cultural forms. Here we see folklore being called to the

aid of an enterprise that combined commerce and -- in

® Neil V. Rosenberg has investigated Doyle’s perennial songbook:

"The Gerald S. Doyle Songsters and the Politics of Newfoundland
Folksong" CFc 13:1 (1991), 45-57, and in "The Canadianization of
Newfoundland Folksong; or the Newfoundlandization of Canadian Folksong,"
J Canadian Studies 29:1 (Spring 1994), 55-73. Blondahl, who died in
1993, is the focus of Rosenberg’s "Omar Blondahl‘’s Contribution to the
Newfoundland Folksong Canon,"” Canadian Folk Music J 19 (1991), 20-27.

7 Rosenberg, "Doyle Songsters,"” p. 46.

8 Paul Mercer and Mac Swackhammer, "'The Singing of 01d
Newfoundland Ballads and a Cool Glass of Beer Go Hand in Hand’:
Folklore and ‘Tradition’ in Newfoundland Advertising” C&T 3 (1978),
36-45.

7 Michael Taft, Travelling the Outports: Two Studies in
Newfoundland Itinerant Culture (St. John’s: MUN, 1981).

10 Peter Narvaez, "Folk Talk and Hard Facts: The Role of Ted

Russell’s "Uncle Mose" on CBC’'s Fishermen’s Broadcast," in Studies in
Newfoundland Folklore: Community and Process, ed. G. Thomas and J.D.A.
Widdowson (St. John’s: Breakwater: 1991), pp. 191-212.
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supposedly non-political times -- subtle politics.

To me, as a young adult in Newfoundland in the early
1970s, Joey Smallwood had come to represent the very
embodiment of what was bad in the political life of
Newfoundland: the complaisant attitude to, even the
courtship of wolfish foreign investors, a system of
patronage that was bleeding the economy to death, and a lack
of independent spirit that made Newfoundland the joke of the
Canadian Confederation. For my generation of people who had
not taken part in the Referendum debates of 1948, let alone
heard his Barrelman, this may have been the only image of
Smallwood. The politician Smallwood made deliberate
decisions to follow economic and political courses that took

him to that position. Revealed in the Barrelman scripts is

another Smallwood, a Newfoundland patriot and
independentist. Exactly how one of these Smallwoods was
transformed into the other is not for this thesis to answer.
But as I point out, Smallwood’s last career was as producer

of a huge Encyclopedia of Newfoundland and Labrador, an

explicit continuation of his Barrelman enterprise but with

much of the apparatus of a scholarly literature that had
blossomed in the intervening decades. Smallwood all his
life was a collector of traditions, an analyser, and a
promulgator of them. His effect on the canon of
Newfoundland folklore was not trivial. I discuss his role

in the evolution of certain traditions especially with
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regard to how he used them and to what ends.

As Sandy Ives has pointed out with regard to people
interested in songs and singing, there are "enthusiasts" of
different aspects of culture. "...[A] song tradition is not
carried on by a group but by individuals within that group
who for one reason or another take a special interest in

v Just as "old-timey song" enthusiasts exist, so

songs.
too do "national culture" enthusiasts, people for whom every
scrap of information, documented or undocumented, is
consumed with delight. In Newfoundland such enthusiasts

12 National culture

have existed at least for 150 years.
enthusiasts actively search out, and passively collect,
information, history, and traditions that are culturally
congruent with their national gestalt. Just as song
enthusiasts make an informal commitment to the song culture
they want to help protect and even develop, national culture
enthusiasts make a commitment to, or an affiliation with
their nation. Having made that cultural affiliation, they
appropriate anecdotes and legends, often without regard to
source, only to congruency.

Since the Barrelman was not only a very popular

broadcaster, but also widely known as an expert on

1 Edward D. Ives, Lawrence Doyle: The Farmer—-Poet of Prince
Edward Island (Orono: U Maine P, 1971), p. 251.

2 The Newfoundland Native Society was formed in the 1830s among

other reasons to foster such knowledge; Phillip McCann, "Culture,
States Formation and the Invention of Tradition: Newfoundland, 1832-
1855," J Canadian Studies 23:1-2 (1988), 86-103.
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Newfoundland history and historical traditions, his
pronouncements might generally be expected to be taken as
truth, at least when there was no sign that he was telling a
tall tale. Certainly his pronouncements were congruent with
the gestalt of national information he was building. Among
enthusiasts for Newfoundland culture he was an important and
respected source of information, not only generally about
Newfoundland and its wider history, but specifically about
their own communities. The personal appropriation of
"national" traditions was probably just as easy as that of
"local traditions"; in other words, it was just as easy for
a listener, especially an enthusiast of Newfoundland
culture, to take as his own, to incorporate into his
repertoire, a story about the settlement of his family’s
hometown, as it was to incorporate a story about the French
or Dutch raids in the seventeenth century.

The Barrelman’s role as a purveyor and redistributor of
local traditions was much more powerful than any similar
media institution might have today. A high degree of media
fragmentation has occurred in the past half-century; there
are few media events that attract the audience share that a
local radio programme could attract in the late 1930s."

There were some other, less powerful, local radio stations

3 waudience share, " measured by percent, is the usual method in

the 1990s of measuring how popular a programme is. Rather than try to
compile actual numbers of listeners, audience researchers prepare
figures showing, of those with their radios on, what percentage is
listening to each available programme.
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that listeners could listen to, and during the winter months
foreign stations would have been audible during the
Barrelman’s time slot. But during most of the year, for
most of the listening area of the radio station on which he
broadcast, the Barrelman was the only show available when it
was on the air. The audience share went unmeasured but, at
least from time to time, it must have approached one hundred
percent.

A question can be raised regarding what appropriation
is happening when local traditions become available to a
national population, when local traditions become national
folklore. I suggest that there is a complex of
relationships to the lore, representing appropriation of the
same material by different operators, and for different
reasons. The lore is being appropriated by the collectors,
and used for their short-term purposes, pecuniary and
political. And the newly informed audiences are
appropriating others’ folklore for their own hobby-like and
nationalistic purposes. Even the local contributors to
such enterprises as the Barrelman are appropriating and
transforming local traditions, by their gathering, shaping
and reporting. This thesis examines these complex questions
regarding the phenomena towards a better understanding of
what folklore is and how it operates in a complex world of
active oral tradition, widespread literacy, and powerful

electronic media.
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Chapter Two

Joe Smallwood

Joe Smallwood’s life was characterised by changes in
direction: when he impulsively left school, went to United
States, returned to become a political insider working for
the Prime Minister, became a co-operative organiser, then a
radio personality, then a farmer, and for the longest period
of his life a successful politician. Through many of these
turns, he left few traces except for his own accounts and
others’ accounts mainly derived from his own.

During the course of his life Joe Smallwood used at
least three versions of his first name, as well as using his
initials "J.R." as a first name. Only late in life did he
begin to use "Joseph R. Smallwood." For some time during
his career as Premier of Newfoundland he encouraged people
to call him "Joey" and through that period the media
normally used that designation. During the pre-
Confederation period, with which this thesis is concerned,
he was most commonly known as Joe Smallwood and it is this
name I have used throughout.'

The primary published sources for biographical

information about Joe Smallwood are his autobiography, I

! Robert Paine notes that in late life he was known publically as
Joey, but as Joe to his intimates; "The Persuasiveness of Smallwood:
Rhetoric of cuffer and scoff, of Metonym and Metaphor,” NS 1:1 (1985),
57.
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Chose canada?; and two biographies, Harold Horwood'’s Joey:

The Life and Times of Joey Smallwood® and Richard Gwyn'’s

Smallwood: The Unlikely Revolutionary.® None of these is

satisfactory with regard to documentation, especially with
regard to Smallwood’s life before about 1948; all rely on
his memory or (presumably) on unacknowledged oral reports.
Only Gwyn gives so much as a listing of sources, but this is
in the form of an acknowledgements note, rather than a

detailed set of references. Ron Pumphrey’s recent Last Days

of the Last Father includes several anecdotes from

Smallwood’s earlier life, but mainly is based on Pumphrey’s
observations between 1979 and Smallwood’s death.’? A

collection, Just Call Me Joey, of flattering essays written

by friends and associates was published in the 1960s; it was
edited by James Thoms, one of Smallwood’s political debtors.
Like Smallwood, Thoms was a former radio personality-turned-
politician, and he used his publicity talents in compiling

that book. At least in part the essays were vetted and

e I Chose Canada: Memoirs of the Honourable Joseph R. Smallwood
(Toronto: Macmillan, 1973).

3 Toronto: Stoddart, 1989.

Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, orig. 1968, rev. ed. 1972.

> Ron Pumphrey, The Last Days of the Last Father, with a Who’s Who
Amongst Newfoundlanders At Home and Abroad (St. John’s: Pumphrey
Publications, 1994).
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authorised by Smallwood.®

A tonic to the tone and mix of writings from similar
sources 1is Stuart Pierson’s comparative review of Gwyn and
Horwood.’ Pierson shows the lack of credibility in each of
the works by comparing their own texts against each other
and against easily checked sources like newspapers.

A few other sources are useful: Smallwood was
interviewed in late years about specific aspects of his life
-- for instance Peter Narvaez’s 1982 interview discussed

8

below. It was one source of information for Narvaez’s

article "Joseph R. Smallwood, The Barrelman: The

Broadcaster as Folklorist."’ Smallwood himself made
reference to his earlier life a number of times in his "From
the Masthead" column and on the air as the Barrelman. A
lovely sketch of a 1925 midnight walk taken along the
railway track during his year organising the railway workers

appears there, as does a more braggid account of his four

6 Just Call Me Joey, James R. Thoms, ed., (St. John‘s: Creative,
1968; rpt as Call Me Joey, Cuff, 1991). That the volume, at least in
part, was authorised is shown by Leo Moakler'’'s report to Carole
Henderson Carpenter in 1970 that before he gave his contribution about
Smallwood‘s time as the Barrelman to the editor, he asked Smallwood to
read it. Smallwood thanked him for "treating him so well." Leo
Moakler, interviewed by Carole Henderson Carpenter, 18 March 1970,
MUNFLA tape C3914/78-57, B590.

7 wTwo Views of J. R. Smallwood, " Newfoundland Studies 6:1 (Spring
1990), 111-121.

8 MUNFLA 82-185/C5844.

9 In Media Sense: The Folklore—-Popular Culture Continuum, ed. P.
Narvaez and M. Laba (Bowling Green: Bowling Green State U Popular P,
1986), pp. 47-64; originally published CFc 5:1-2 (1982), 60-78.
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years spent in Bonavista than that which appears in any of
the full-length biographies.'®

Smallwood trained himself from an early age as a
writer. Despite popular opinions regarding some of his

later books, like The Time Has Come to Tell and No Apology

From Me, Smallwood wrote well and knew how to change his
style to suit the audience, context and topic.'' There is
however a particular style of writing for which he was best
known, perhaps because it was so much like his style of

speech-making: simplified, vaunting, repetitive and

12

seemingly artless. The two 1979 books Jjust mentioned are

perhaps the best examples of this style of writing.

THE NAME SHOULD LAST AWHILE

I have had some things named after me:

Smallwood Lake (Reservoir) in Labrador, the third-
largest man-made lake in the world, after Lenin
Lake in the U.S.S.R., and Volta Lake in Ghana.
Smallwood Lake is larger than the Province of

0 His essay on walking between Little River and Crabbe’s Station

is in his Daily News column of 11 April 1938. The account of his four
years in Bonavista, catching and packing with his own hands 20,000
quintals of fish, is in that of 20 August 1937. This was not his only
break into subtle hyperbole. 1In his column of 7 February 1938 he
claimed to have many years experience as a teacher; he neglected to
prevent the impression that this experience might have been gained in
front of classrooms.

" The Time Has Come To Tell (St. John’s: Newfoundland Book

Publishers, 1979); No Apology From Me (St. John‘’s: Newfoundland Book
Publishers, 1979). The first of these is more narrative than the second
containing, as well as the Smallwood prose, tidbits from his much larger
autobiography of five years previous, plus some anecdotes that were not

included in it. No Apology, on the other hand, reflects more fully the
style of bombast that Smallwood was known for.

2 Michael Harris says of this style (paraphrasing a perhaps-

apochryphal supporter of Smallwood) that "he insisted on saying
everything over and over again ad nauseam." Rare Ambition: The Crosbies
of Newfoundland (Toronto: Viking, 1992), p. 147. Paine says it 1is
"markedly ametaphorical," relying instead on the metonymic devices of
counting and enumeration; "Persuasiveness of Smallwood," p. 68.




Prince Edward Island.

Smallwood Mine, the first mine ever to operate in
Labrador. About 200,000,000 tons of iron-ore,
worth approximately $1 3/4 billion have been taken
from it.

Smallwood Collegiate in Labrador

Smallwood Academy in Gambo.

Smallwood Drive in Mount Pearl.’?

Now, in those same 30 years [1949-1978] Ottawa
paid a lot (I mean a lot) of money directly to the
Newfoundland people, over and above what they paid
to the Newfoundland Government.

$12,000,000,000.

Twelve billion dollars.

Twelve thousand million.

That’s the vast sum of money that Ottawa paid
directly to our Newfoundland people in the 30
years.'

18

Now and again this peculiar style appears in his Barrelman

writings, perhaps more frequently as a newspaper columnist

than as a "columnist of the air." On the last day

of 1937

he used his radio programme to make note of the publication

of a special issue that day by his other employer,
News:

I'd like to offer very hearty and sincere

the Daily

congratulations to the editors, business staff,
printers and pressmen of the Daily News for the
magnificent journalistic achievement which today’s
issue of their paper represents. It was by far

the mightiest issue of a daily newspaper ever
published in Newfoundland. It contains the

amazing number of 72 pages, eight pages more than
the previous record, which record was also held by
the same paper. I am gquite sure that 99 per cent

of the people who managed to secure one of the

12,000 copies of today’s issue of the Daily News
hadn’t anything more than a faint idea of what a
prodigious achievement this was. Its 72 pages

'3 The Time Has Come To Tell, p. 84.

% No Apology From Me, p. 32.
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contain no less than 576 columns. The reading
matter alone amounts to nearly half a million
words, and this is as much reading as you’ll find
in ten novels of average length. Besides this
colossal amount of reading matter there were, of
course, a large number of splendidly composed
advertisements, as well as 72 illustrations. It
required ten tons of newsprint paper to print
these 12,000 copies. To make one ton of newsprint
something like one and two thirds cords of pulp
wood are required. The average stand of growing
pulp wood in Newfoundland is around seven or eight
cords to the acre, which means to say that nearly
seventeen acres of growing timber had to be
denuded of wood to make enough paper to produce
this mammoth edition of the Daily News. If all
this paper could be made into one gigantic sheet
it would be a sheet that would blanket nearly 30
acres of land. Or if it were made in the form of
a tape of one inch width it would stretch from St.
John’s across the Atlantic Ocean, across the
British Isles, across the North Sea, across
Denmark and Germany, and all the way to the heart
of Moscow in Russia -- a distance of 2,884
miles.™

He neglects to say that it was he who wrote much of the

® We must also

special year-end edition of which he writes.'
excuse his weak arithmetic on the acreage question.

This kind of blusterous writing, though hinted at from
time to time, is fairly rare in the Barrelman. Instead
Smallwood there used a style of writing which might be

called narrative or narrational; he liked to tell stories

and did so well. It was this style that predominated his

15 Barrelman script, 31 December 1937.

® If the text of a longish article on cCarbonear in the year-end

edition is compared with his own columns and broadcasts on Carbonear
history, especially that of the legend of Princess Sheila, it is clear
that he was responsible for it. Other communities have special sections
and they, too, bear his marks.
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Barrelman writings. 1In his seventies he wrote his

autobiography, I Chose Canada, his longest book, and it too

was written for the most part in such an inobtrusive style.
Nonetheless boasting, it tells stories in an efficient and

catching manner.

Biographical sketch

Joseph Roberts Smallwood was born at Gambo, a sawmill
town in Bonavista Bay, 24 December 1900. His father'’s
father, David Smallwood, had established a sawmill in Gambo
capitalising on the large stands of virgin timber up the
Gambo River almost thirty years before. David Smallwood, a
recent emigrant from Prince Edward Island, thus helped
change the face of the Gambo area from a seasonal salmon-
fishing in-draught of Bonavista Bay to a central, railway-
connected industrial and commercial centre. 1In rare
contrast to the almost ubiquitous fishing settlements of
Newfoundland, Gambo was an industrial town in 1900, growing
from the single Smallwood mill in the early 1860s to a half
dozen such mills in the first years of the twentieth
century, feeding a population of about a thousand within
about ten miles of Gambo.'’

David Smallwood was also one of the introducers of the

Loyal Orange Benevolent Association (L.O.B.A.) to

7 Janet E. M. Pitt, "Gambo," ENL II, (St. John‘s: NBP, 1984),
pPp. 464-468.
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Newfoundland. In 1863 he and another Prince Edward Island
businessman, Thomas Leeming, founded the Royal Oak Chapter
in St. John’s."™ It was typical of the rise of Orangeism in
Canada and Newfoundland in the second half of the nineteenth
century that businessmen, especially travelling men, would
found Orange Lodges -- they were an easy entrance for
itinerants into new communities.

Although most editions of the Newfoundland Who’s Who do

not mention Joe Smallwood’s membership in the L.0O.B.A., the
1967 edition lists it among his other memberships; his
entry in the 1967 edition is much more detailed than others.
In a newspaper column in early 1938 Smallwood mentioned that
he thought there was not a man in Newfoundland who was not a
member of a fraternal organisation, if not several.'
Presumably he included himself in this. In his M.A. thesis
on the events surrounding the 1948 Referenda, John
FitzGerald notes that Smallwood claimed in 1965 to have been
a member of the Orange Order for thirty-five years, placing

his initiation at about 1930.%° When, in the mid-1930s,

'® Elinor Senior, "The origin and political activities of the

Orange Order in Newfoundland, 1863-1890," wunpublished MA thesis
(History), Memorial University of Newfoundland, 1959. On the formation
of the Royal Oak Lodge see especially Senior’s Chapter One. The Orange
Order is known by several colloquial names and abbreviations, including
L.0.B.A. and L.O.A.

19 Figuring on the existence of 160 different organisations in

Newfoundland, he suggests that, after Americans, Newfoundlanders are the
"world champion joiners", "Masthead," 7 April 1938.

20 John Edward FitzGerald, "The Confederation of Newfoundland with
Canada, 1946 - 1949" (MA thesis, MUN, St. John’s, 1992), p. 25.
FitzGerald’s source is a speech Smallwood gave 25 August 1965 at the
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Smallwood started a fishermen’s union, he explicitly
borrowed an idea from the L.O.B.A., that of inaugural
"lectures" at every meeting; the members would recite in
catechism-style the beliefs of the organisation regarding
the economy of Newfoundland and the relationships among
fishermen, merchants, and government.?' 1In later years, he
liked to use the federality of such groups as the L.O.B.A.
as a fetching metaphor for the structure of Canada. As a
local lodge retains certain portions of its revenue, but
passes on some to its Grand Lodge, and as it retains certain
rights and powers, but defers in others to the Grand Lodge,
so too would Newfoundland have powers and revenues within
canada.??

Smallwood’s main political mentor was Richard Squires,
who in a period of enforced political retirement, got
himself elected Grand Master of the Newfoundland L.O.B.A.
Fred Rowe, political heir as well as historian, suggests
this astute bit of covert political activity resurrected
Squires’s soiled reputation and got him re-elected in
1928.2®> Later Squires was elected Supreme Grand Master of

British North America, a position he held for more than one

opening of the LOA Cancer Hostel, CNS Smallwood Papers, file 3.29.138.

21

I Chose Canada, p. 189.

22 1 chose Canada, p. 236.

23 Frederick W. Rowe, A History of Newfoundland and Labrador, p.

383.
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term.?2*

A lifelong member of the L.O.B.A. himself, Joe
Smallwood later put his family and personal ties to
Orangeism to use as a politician, too. A notable example is
the so-called "Orange Letter" which circulated during the
second 1948 National Referendum campaign and which seems to

25 Smallwood

have swung the vote in Smallwood’s favour.
himself gives much space to the Orange Letter in I Chose
canada.? John FitzGerald points out that several of
Smallwood’s colleagques, including his most powerful co-
worker, Gordon Bradley, were also members of the Order.
Several contemporary copies of the letter exist, including
one at the CNS Archives apparently in the hand of Bradley.
The exact circumstances of its composition are unknown but
FitzGerald suggests Bradley may have been dictated the
letter by Smallwood.?’ Peter Neary reports contemporary

rumours that the pro-Confederation Governor at the time,

Gordon MacDonald, instigated it.?®

24 "Re-Elected as Head of Grand Lodge," Daily News, 25 June 1938.

The re-election was at an Orange meeting at Fort William, Ontario, 24
June.

2> The letter was a short directive from the Newfoundland leader
of the Orange Order, pointing out that the Catholic hierarchy had taken
an active position against Confederation and that it behove every
Orangeman to work ever more actively in its favour.

% see pp. 309-312.

27 FitzGerald, "Confederation." See the transcription of the

letter in Appendix II, p. 318.

28 Neary, Newfoundland in the North Atlantic World, p. 323.

MacDonald was well-despised in the St. John’s area and for a variety of
reasons. When he left Newfoundland three weeks before Confederation, an

acrostic poem was published in the Evening Telegram. Although it
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Joe Smallwood’s attachment to the Orange Order was
strong and reflected the admiration he bore for his
grandfather. Smallwood liked to think his energy and
abilities came from his grandfather rather than from his own
father, with whom he had a strained and less influential
relationship.?® As the Barrelman, Smallwood liked to tell
stories about his grandfather’s kindness and canniness. He
was operating under the pseudonym the Barrelman, so no
mention was ever made of his personal relationship to the
Smallwood of the stories. Besides starting a sawmill at
Gambo, David Smallwood was an outport merchant, a "planter"
at Greenspond, a fishing island further out in Bonavista Bay
than Gambo.3° In early 1938 the Barrelman told how David
Smallwood, while a shopkeeper in Greenspond, was rewarded by
Providence for extreme kindness, kindness unsupported by his
own wife. During "the winter of Indian meal and molasses"
(a label which is unexplained except to say there were few
supplies available), Greenspond was blocked in by ice,
making deliveries by ships from St. John’s impossible. As

the winter dragged on his shop became empty, leaving only

superficially sang his praises, the first letter of each line spelt
"The Bastard" (Smallwood, "Acrostic, Celebrated,”™ ENL I, p. 3).

29 Smallwood, I Chose, p. 27: "I revered my grandfather"; on

young Joe working in his grandfather’s gardens, pp. 59-60. See also
Gwyn, Unlikely, pp. 2, 5.

30 Gwyn does not mention David’s business at Gambo presumably
because he had, some time before Joe’s birth, passed it on to other
owners. Instead he plays up the Greenspond business connections and the
St. John’s footwear businesses, a factory and a retail shop, pp. 3-4.
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the flour supplies his wife had put aside for the family.
David Smallwood was unable to resist the pleas of his
customers, and shared even those personal supplies with
townsfolk. His wife knew nothing until they too ran out of
flour. She got very angry with him for selling their own
food; he responded, "The Lord will provide." That same day
a channel opened up ahead of his supply ship which was then
able to relarder his family, and to resupply his store for
the rest of the season.?’

In telling a story which he attributes to a listener in
Catalina, about David Smallwood’s boot business in St.
John’s, the Barrelman only notes that he had "heard it
before." Apparently Smallwood’s Boots were advertised as

being of the highest quality available. A customer returned

boots, cracked after only a single season of wear; Smallwood

would take no blame, saying, "You smothered them with
grease!" The man replied he’d put no grease on them all
summer. Smallwood was then able to say, "Ah - you didn’t

grease them! "3

Another sign of Smallwood’s admiration for his

grandfather was that while he was Premier, a Provincial Park

31 Scripts, file 1.01.004, pp. 257-258. Contributed by Alexander

Smallwood, of Mount Royal Ave., St. John's. Smallwood had a brother
Alexander, but this man seems to be his uncle. His brothers and sisters
are listed in 1 _Chose Canada, p. 12. That he is probably Joe’s uncle is
deduced from a question sent by Alexander Smallwood of Mount Royal
Avenue and aired by the Barrelman 27 June 1938; he asked whose was the
first steam-powered saw-mill in Newfoundland. The Barrelman’s answer is
that it was operated by the correspondent’s own father, David Smallwood.

32 Script, 7 December 1937.
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was established at Gambo and named the David Smallwood
Provincial Park.®

David’s son Charles was Joe’s father. He married
Minnie-Mae DeVanna in St. John’s on December 21st, 1900, and
she gave birth to their first child, Joseph, three days

later in Gambo.3*

It was an accident that they happened to
be in Gambo -- David Smallwood no longer owned the mill
there. Charles had gotten a job surveying lumber for the
new owners.>

When Joe was still very young, his family moved to St.
John’s where his uncle Fred managed the thriving shoe
factory started by Joe’s grandfather some years before.*
Joe’s immediate family lived in several neighbourhoods,
finally settling on the Southside, a neighbourhood separated
from the rest of the City by the Harbour on the one hand and
the railway yards on the other. He went to a number of
small schools during his first years, but at about age

twelve was enrolled in Bishop Feild College, the most

upperclass of the schools available in Newfoundland to

33 The Park was established in the late 1960s. I heard a rumour

in the 1970s from some lower-level provincial parks employees that the
park had been planned to have a name like "Gambo Provincial Park."
Smallwood, however, gave a speech at the official opening and surprised
all present by announcing it would be named after his own grandfather.
I have not tried to establish the historicity of the rumour.

34 This is according to Horwood, pp. 5-6. Smallwood’s account is

somewhat cannier: they had been married "earlier that year" (p. 12),
without saying how long they were married.

35 Smallwood, I Chose, p. 12; Horwood, Joey, p. 5.

36 Horwood, Joey, p.12; Smallwood I Chose, p. 34.
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Protestant boys. Instead of travelling the distance, about
three miles, between his home and the school on Bond Street
each day, he was boarded at the College, one of a small
number of boys so treated. This was a direct result of his
uncle Fred’s intervention.?’

By his account, he came to rely more on his uncle and
aunt than on his own family for support, sometimes moving in
with them. His own father was an alcoholic and young
Smallwood had disagreements with him. At fifteen, he left
home altogether and after some altercation with the
schoolmaster, school, too.3®

He needed a job. Since his abilities seemed not to
indicate a manual trade, and he wanted to be a writer, he
looked for work at newspapers. His first job was manual
labour, as a printer’s apprentice at one of the small
newspapers operating at the time in St. John’s. Rising in

the newspaper hierarchy, he switched papers a couple of

times before he got a job at the Evening Telegram as a

reporter. He had already been writing pseudonymous pieces

for the Fishermen’s Advocate but his job at the Telegram was

a break from the printing and commercial operations of the

newspaper business, to the creative and editorial side.?’

37 Horwood, Joey, p. 14; Smallwood, I Chose, p.69.

38 On Charles’ alcoholism, see I Chose, pp. 28-32, and 66. On

leaving Bishop Feild College, pp. 88-89.

39 Smallwood, I Chose, p. 98.
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This was in late 1918, as he approached his eighteenth
birthday.

During his two years with the Telegram, Smallwood was
both a regular city-beat reporter and a features editor. In
the latter role he several times travelled out of the city
to report on topical stories. In his memoirs he mentions
covering the internationally reported trans-Atlantic flight
competition of 1919, and the British Navy’s raid on
Bonavista Bay moonshiners at Flat Islands in 1920.“° AaAs a
young boy boarding at Bishop Feild College, he used to cross
Military Road to view debates in the House of Assembly, but
it was at the Telegram that Smallwood began to meet with and
observe closely the political and commercial classes of
Newfoundland by whom he had been fascinated for several
years. His editor thought highly enough of Smallwood’s
abilities that he paid him, according to Smallwood’s own
report, more than any other reporter in the country earned,
and made him acting editor of the paper while he himself
holidayed.*

It was also while at the Telegram that Smallwood first

attracted the attention of (later Sir) Richard Squires,

40 Smallwood, I Chose pp. 101-104. Smallwood’s account of the

Flat Island incident is detailed, but highly personalised; another
account is George Story’'s "The Flat Island Newfoundlander,™ Canadian
Forum 53 (March 1974), 24-25. Another first-hand account is that by
Arthur S. Butt (Telling It As It Was, Glovertown: Glovertown Literary
Creations, 1990); Butt was 12 years old, living at Flat Island, at the
time.

41 I chose Canada, pp. 100, 108.
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leader of the Liberal Party; Squires liked Smallwood’s
writing style and tried to woo him away to a short-lived
paper of his own. Smallwood declined the offer when he

42 gmallwood’s

received a better one from his own editor.
interest in politics found its first outlet in the General
Election of 1920 when he studied the parties and their
platforms and tactics. Later he attributed his involvement
in that election, if only from the side, as the factor which
formed his nationalist feelings and drew him back from

abroad.%

In 1920 Smallwood left the Evening Telegram wanting to

work on what he saw as the great socialist papers of New
York City, in particular The Call.* Despite his left-
leaning interest, it is clear that his stint at the Telegram
represented Smallwood’s initiation into the middle classes
of St. John’s.* When he left the city he travelled with
letters of introduction from his editor in St. John’s,
William Herder, and from the powerful journalist-politician

Sir Patrick McGrath. Armed so, he worked his way south, at

42 Smallwood, I Chose, p. 106.

43 see the quotation from his autobiography, below.

44 I Chose, p. 110

4 an interesting account of Smallwood’s leaving the Evening

Telegram is in Francis G. Hollohan’s Albert Perlin: A Biography (St.
John‘s: Jesperson, 1985). After leaving high school Perlin found a job
waiting for him at the Telegram when Smallwood left. He was a
contemporary of Smallwood, and they remained lifelong friends.
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papers in Halifax, Boston and New York.%

In his autobiography, Smallwood explains the effect on
his nationalism of living in New York: he became aware of
its existence.

I hadn’t been in New York long when I began to
realize that something had happened to me,
something that changed the course of my life. I
hadn’t thought it out particularly before leaving
Newfoundland; but in a very general kind of way,
I came to America not only to follow my romantic
ambition to be a writer on the Socialist daily,
but probably to settle down there and even become
an American citizen. Many Newfoundlanders did
this, though perhaps most of them eventually went
back to Newfoundland. Probably I would have
remained in America had I left Newfoundland a year
or so before I did, before I had got in the middle
of a General Election in Newfoundland and had

become involved with the Labour movement. 1In
short I had become a Newfoundlander before leaving
for America -- almost, you might say, a
professional Newfoundlander. That, I suppose, was

why I carried a huge map of Newfoundland with me
to hang in my rooms in Halifax, Boston and
Manhattan. And perhaps that is why I went every
week to Greenpoint in Brooklyn to meet the Red
Cross boat from St. John’s, in hope of meeting
some Newfoundlanders whom I might know and get the
latest news from home.*’

Smallwood remained in New York, with several visits
back to St. John'’s, for almost five years. 1In that time he

wrote for The Call and its successor The New Leader. Near

the end of his time in New York, he campaigned in the 1924

Presidential election on behalf of Eugene Debs, the

46 Horwood, Joey, p.29; Smallwood, I Chose, p. 110.

7 1 Chose, pp. 124-125.
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8 sSmallwood remained an admirer of

Socialist candidate.*
Debs throughout his life. In his autobiography he lists
witnessing the speech by Debs on his release from prison
(Smallwood does not date this event, but it was in 1921) as
the fourth item on a list of twelve emotional peaks in his
life.*’

His move back to Newfoundland came in early 1925 when
he was hired by an American paperworkers union to rebuild
its membership at Grand Falls. In a few months he did so.
Then he organised a short-lived Newfoundland Federation of
Labour, moving in turn to all the large industrial
communities on the island -- from Grand Falls to Bell
Island, St. John’s, and finally Corner Brook.

It was in 1925 at Corner Brook that he met Clara Oates,
whom he married in Carbonear in November.”’’ Within five
years they had three children despite Smallwood’s long
separations from her and their young children. To his first
biographer, Richard Gwyn, Smallwood admitted being a poor

husband. Gwyn wrote:

"From the time I got married," he has said, "until
I went to work as the "Barrelman" in 1937, I

“8 Gwyn, Unlikely, pp. 30-34. Smallwood’s own memory seems to

place his campaigning for Debs in the 1920 election, but Debs was still
imprisoned then on his 1919 conviction on sedition charges. Debs was
not released until President Harding pardoned him 1921. Gwyn uses
contemporary newspaper accounts, including those from The New Leader as
references, underlining the fact that it was 1924 that Smallwood covered
the Debs candidacy. See Smallwood’s account, I Chose Canada, p. 120.

“° 1 chose Canada, p. 528.

0 Gwyn, Unlikely, p. 37.
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earned precious little and lived from hand to

mouth. And I must say quite candidly that I had

very little sense of parental responsibility or

husbandly responsibility. I was married, but

still carefree and footloose and quite impractical

in money and material matters."’!

In his own autobiography, Smallwood wrote, "I was then, and
have continued for most of my life since to be, the most
undomesticated of husbands."’?

Smallwood had spent most of 1925 organising industrial
workers, an enterprise that culminated in a trip, mainly by
foot, along the entire length of the railway tracks, putting
together an organised opposition to a planned cut in wages
paid to sectionmen. In this effort he was successful, and
following the success he settled in St. John’s. He started
a paper for the hundreds of unionised workers he had met and
organised that year, but it lasted only three months, until
he found more lucrative work as the editor of the St. John’s
daily paper, the Globe. Smallwood’s own memory was that his
job at the Globe began a month before his wedding.’® Gwyn,
on the other hand, has him getting married on his way into
St. John’s to start the workers’ paper.“ Horwood has him

begin his workers’ paper in St. John’s, "dash off" to

Carbonear for his wedding, and carry Clara back to a rented

> Gwyn, Unlikely, p. 38.

22 Smallwood, I Chose, p.163.

53 Smallwood, I Chose, p. 163.

> Gwyn, Unlikely, pp. 37, 39.
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apartment in St. John’s.”

As Stuart Pierson has pointed
out, unverified and unreliable "factoids" such as these
abound in the literature on Smallwood.®

During this time Smallwood began work on his Who’s Who

of Newfoundland in partnership with his publisher, Richard

Hibbs. But in mid-1926 he decided he wanted to travel to
England, so he sold his part to Hibbs who published the
finished volume the following year. The money gained from
that sale went to the trip to England, and to moving his
wife and, by then, one child back to Carbonear to live with
her parents.>’

In England he moved in Labour circles. Ramsay
MacDonald had, just two years before, formed the first
Labour government in Great Britain (and in the English-
speaking world), and Smallwood wanted to be in on that
action. He went to as many public meetings as he could,
while spending what other time he had visiting the British
Museum and antiquarian booksellers, adding to his collection

of Newfoundland books and knowledge. While there, he wrote

his first book, Coaker of Newfoundland, which was published

by the Labour party press.>®

>3 Horwood, Joey, pp. 48-49.

56 Pierson, "Two Views," p. 111.

57 Smallwood, I Chose, p. 167.

>8 Smallwood, I Chose, pp. 172-3. Coaker of Newfoundland: The Man
who Led the Deep-Sea Fishermen to Political Power (London: Labour
Publishing Company, 1927) is a short book, less than a hundred pages,
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He returned to Newfoundland in the summer of 1927 and
went immediately to Corner Brook where he felt he had
friends and contacts. He got a day-job with the paper mill
company, working with a mineral survey crew in the Gander
River region. When he found time he started his own weekly

newspaper, the Humber Herald. It was gquite succesful until

he tried to expand too quickly, became encumbered by too

many debts, and sold it to the paper company, which owned

his competitor, the daily Western Star.>°

In his autobiography Smallwood says he used the Humber
Herald to build a constituency in order to run for the
Liberals in the General Election expected in 1928. Although
he had worked for campaigns and campaigned in Newfoundland,
the United States, and England (where he had worked for a
Labour candidate in a by-election), he had not run in one
himself. When the Newfoundland General Election was
declared in September 1928 he got ready to declare himself a
candidate. Unfortunately for him, his district was seen as

such a safe seat that the leader of the Liberal party, Sir

Richard Squires, wanted it for himself. Smallwood stepped
aside 1in his favour, and Squires won the seat. Smallwood
and by Gwyn’s account he wrote it in three days; Unlikely, p. 40. The

book suffers from the lack of attention paid its manuscript.

29 Horwood, Joey, p. 51.
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was rewarded by being appointed Justice of the Peace.®
Smallwood was also rewarded a little more than a year

later when, after the Humber Herald became financially and

editorially onerous, Squires offered him an editing job in
St. John’s.
According to Gwyn, it was between 1928 and 1930 he

wrote The New Newfoundland, an introduction to the

geography, economy, and present political state of
Newfoundland for Newfoundlanders and for tourists or
potential economic developers.®! From the kinds of
information that fill the book, it seems likely that most of
the book’s research and writing took place in St. John’s
rather than in Corner Brook. When- and wherever it was
written, it was published in New York in mid-1931.%°
Interestingly, and foreshadowing his later interest in
poetry and folklore, this book contains a locally written

poem, "Jenkins the Fisherman" by F. J. Templeton.®® Most of

60 Gwyn covers this in some detail, Unlikely, pp. 41-42.

Smallwood gives a slightly different view, leaving out his reward, I
Chose, pp. 176-178. See also Horwood, Joey, pp. 51-52, 57.

61 Gwyn, Unlikely, pp. 42-43. The New Newfoundland: An Account of

the Revolutionary Developments which are Transforming Britain‘’s Oldest
Colony from ‘the Cinderella of the Empire’ into one of the Great Small
Nations of the World (New York: Macmillan, 1931). This mostly-ignored
book is an early example of Smallwood rhetoric and certainly is one of
the most important events in the pre-history of the Barrelman.

62 Gwyn quotes a review in New York Times Book Review 2 August

1931, Unlikely p. 43. Smallwood doesn’‘t mention the book in his
autobiography. Horwood does; he says, wrongly, it was published in
1928, Joey, p. 51.

63 New Newfoundland, pp. 265-267.
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the rest of the book is narrative and tabulation of figures
and facts, written in Smallwood’s newsreel style, about
aspects of life in Newfoundland, the fisheries, mining,
education, broadcasting, etc. It was the beginning of an
enterprise of beating the drums of Newfoundland, making --
as its subtitle says -- "An Account of the Revolutionary
Developments Which Are Transforming Britain’s Oldest Colony
from ‘The Cinderella of the Empire’ into One of the Great
Small Nations of the World." It is an early example of the
style of writing and speech-making for which Smallwood later
became well-known.

If Squires required a hagiographer in that time,
Smallwood was it. The book blamed what ills there were on
Squires’ political enemies, praised Squires as the source of
all that was good in the country, and glossed over the great
scandal of six years earlier, when Squires was caught
stealing public funds, as being too much written about
elsewhere to mention.

Horwood says of the following period, '"During Squires’s
last two years in office (1930-32), Joey was constantly at

his side. "%

One would think that his was a position within
the Prime Minister’s office, a kind of "executive assistant"
as it would be known today, but his duties were more

political than executive. Squires "was relying on him more

64 Joey, p. 54.
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and more to help run Liberal Party affairs."® None of the
three writers, Gwyn, Horwood, or Smallwood, speaks of whose
employ Smallwood was in at this time. Six years later
Smallwood wrote that he had never in his life been paid by a
government:

Never in my life did I receive any money from the
present or any preceding government in any shape
or form, good, bad or indifferent. I make this
statement without reservation.
He adds one reservation: once he was paid twenty-five
dollars for some research notes he had compiled in

connection with the publication of his book New

Newfoundland.® oOne would think then that he was in fact in

the employ of the Liberal Party -- and probably therefore
living out of Squires’ pocket.®

During this time, 1930-1932, the Squires government saw
its political fortunes dissipate. The financial situation
in the country was very poor. Government income was low and
deficits were high. Unemployment socared and a St. John’s

riot in April 1932 left Squires politically scarred. He

05 Horwood, Joey, p. 54.

66 "From the Masthead by the Barrelman," Daily News, 29 June
1938, p. 5.

o7 Apparently based on "one of the endless conversations" that

Horwood had with Smallwood "during the 1940s" (Joey, p.40), Horwood
says, "...there was no distinction between Squires’ ‘own pocket’ and the
Liberal Reform Party treasury. Squires was not only his own party
treasurer, but ran the treasury literally as a series of cash
transactions. All political contributions went into his pocket, and all
expenses came out of it" (p. 42). The Liberal Reform Party was a short-
lived phenomenon of the years just after the First World War, but what
was true then might just as well have been true a decade later.
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called an election for June, and Smallwood ran in Bonavista
South. His campaign, he remembered in his autobiography, was
not based on support for Squires. Rather it was based on a
theme he would continue to show support for five years later
in his newspaper column, "From the Masthead": that
Newfoundland should give up political government altogether

"8  pespite

for a time, and be given "a rest from politics.
thus distancing himself from the unpopular Squires, he was
not elected.® Nor were many of Squires’ Liberals -- only
two were elected and neither one was Squires.

The conservative party that was elected did just what
Smallwood said he had campaigned for: ask the King for a
Commission of Government. It was granted in February 1934,
and the Commission ran Newfoundland affairs for fifteen
years, from 1934 until 1949.

The 1932 election, all but wiping out the Liberal
Party, and the suspension of democratic government sixteen

months later, were pivotal in Smallwood’s life. 1In his

first political career, Smallwood had worked abroad for

68 Smallwood, I Chose, 187.

69 Herman Quinton beat Smallwood, 3528 to 812 votes (Bertram C.
Riggs, "Elections," ENL I, p. 718). 1In a conversation 24 July 1994,
John S. Rowsell, then of New York but a resident of Bonavista in 1932,
told me a rhyme circulated at the time of the 1932 election: "Vote for
Quinton who’ll put you on the "whack"; vote for Smallwood for a ride on
his back." The "whack" was the dole which had successively been reduced
by the Squires government. As Smallwood was a small man, the reward of
riding on his back was not seen as much of one. An irony is that
Quinton’s party, the United Newfoundland Party (a nonce-name for the
Conservatives) under Frederick Alderdice reduced social expenditures
even further than the previous Squires government had.
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Socialist and Labour Party causes and candidates. 1In his
second he worked for the Newfoundland Liberal Party. With
the end of elected government and party politics in
Newfoundland, came the end of Smallwood’s second political
career. He spent much of the next fifteen years in another
kind of political action, one unallied to political parties
and normal electoral activities. At least in part, this was
in the cultural politics of trying to build what he referred
to repeatedly as "national consciousness," "national pride"
or "public opinion."’® During that period he organised and
operated a union and several local cooperatives, returned to
his prior career as a journalist, and finally ended up
campaigning for confederation with Canada in an election to
the National Convention (1946-48) and the two national
Referendums (1948) on Newfoundland’s future. The one hiatus
was a three year period raising pigs to supply the large
airport military base at Gander from 1943 to 1946.

Between 1932 and 1936 Smallwood and his family were
based in Bonavista where he tried more or less
unsuccessfully to organise a national union of fishermen and
a related series of local cooperative producer-consumer
societies. Smallwood attributes whatever success his union

and co-op movement had to his 1932 election campaign’s

70 . : .
These are each terms he used over and over again in his year-

long Daily News column, 1937-38, "From the Masthead by the Barrelman."
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prediction of the end of elected government.’' He signed up
hundreds of members but never got the cooperatives working
to the extent he wanted.’? During this time he had at his
disposal a boat (purchased with what he calls, in quotation
marks, "a loan" from St. John’s lawyer, real estate
developer and co-politician, Leslie Curtis, the quotation
marks leaving the impression that he never paid it back)
with which he travelled the coast, and to and from St.

John’s.”

He made the claim that during this time he was a
fisherman but, though he certainly bought and sold fish, it
is unlikely he spent much time actually fishing and making
fish."™

Of this period, Horwood says:

For a while he also had a thirty-six-foot boat

with a one-cylinder gasoline engine and sails.

Wisely, he never tried to run it himself. He left
the navigation to a retired skipper and the

(A5 Chose, p. 188.

e Smallwood, "The Co-operative Movement in Newfoundland," The
Book of Newfoundland, I (St. John’s: Newfoundland Book Publishers, 1937,
rpt. 1968) pp. 276-278. See also the accounts by Horwood, Joey, pp. 59-
60; Gwyn Unlikely, pp. 49-50; and the account by Smallwood 45 years
later, I Chose, pp. 188-190, 202.

[ERS Chose, p. 189. Les Curtis was, like Smallwood, part of the

inner circle of Sir Richard Squires’ government, having practiced law
with Squires. 1In all but one of Smallwood’s post-Confederation
governments, Curtis was Attorney-General and Minister of Justice. See
Ettie Gordon Murray, "Honourable Leslie Roy Curtis,"” ENL I (St. John’'s:
NBP, 1981).

™ The claim of having spent four years fishing is in his column

of 20 August 1937. That he probably spent little time fishing is based
on his never referring again to this fishing episode in his life; none
of the biographies mention it. He may have waxed a little hyperbolic,
ballooned somewhat by the apparent anonymity of his still-new column’s
byline.
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operation of the engine to a young fisherman.”

In one of his short autobiographical vignettes as the
Barrelman, in 1938 he spoke of the man who was his skipper:

And that [talk of a man in his eighties still
working] reminds me of the fact that the skipper
of that boat of mine I told you about before was a
man of eighty years. He was Captain George Miles,
of Bonavista. He had been for many years a
captain of various schooners coasting around
Newfoundland, but during the last fifteen or
twenty years of his life he was fishing
single-handed out of Bonavista, where his little
punt and peculiar sail were a very familiar sight
-- Captain Miles at eighty would be out fishing in
this tiny open boat by himself on days when much
younger men thought twice and sometimes thrice
before venturing out in fine large trap-skiffs
with eight and ten horsepower engines and three
and four hands. 1I’l1l always remember the pleasure
Captain Miles got from sailing my boat as her
skipper. He could handle her as few men anywhere
could handle a boat. The only trouble was his
eyesight -- he knew every rock and shoal on the
coast, and every landmark, but his sight had grown
so bad that he couldn’t recognize them when we
came near them. We sailed and steamed something
like two or three thousand miles in her that
summer, and half the pleasure of being in her was
to witness the way in which this wonderful old
Newfoundland sea-dog was at home on the sea.
Captain Miles has passed to his eternal rest now,
but I just know he can’t be happy in Heaven if
there are no sailing craft there.

The St. John’s fish merchant W. J. Bursey mentions in

his autobiography The Undaunted Pioneer meeting Smallwood

and his aged one-man crew at that time. Smallwood’s boat
had broken down and they were flying a distress flag;

Bursey rescued them from disaster, though not from a little

Lt Joey, p-. 59.

76 Scripts, file 1.01.005, 7 February 1938.
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ignominy.”’
After four years in Bonavista Smallwood resigned and
moved his family back to St. John’s to work on a project
funded by St. John’s businessman Chesley Crosbie. This was

The Book of Newfoundland, "a handsome, exhaustive

encyclopedia of our country," as he put it.”® The Crosbie
family biographer, Michael Harris, put the move from
Bonavista another way:

By 1936, the arrangement that saw the Smallwood
family living off group contributions of
vegetables and firewood in rural Newfoundland in
exchange for his services as a union organizer
came to an end when the fishermen no longer had
any surplus to contribute. For the next several
years Joe made a dollar where he could, and Ches
Crosbie was always there to smooth the way,
whether the project was pigs or encyclopedias.”

(Harris quotes an undercover police report from early 1937,

just before the publication of the Book of Newfoundland:

Smallwood is a mysterious man, getting along so to
say solely on his wits. Actually I cannot say
anything about him by way of a criminal nature,
but he is what we usually term a ‘shady
character.’w)

Besides the boat, Crosbie had funded at least one earlier

project of Smallwood’s, an offshoot from his Bonavista

7w, g, Bursey, The Undaunted Pioneer ([St. John‘s: the author,
1977]), p. 25.

(L Chose, p. 202.

9 Harris, Rare Ambition, p. 176.

80 Harris, Rare Ambition, p. 175. A fuller account of this note,

written by a police agent named Mahoney, is given in James Overton,
"Riots, Raids and Relief, Police, Prisons and Parsimony,” in Leyton,
O’Grady and Overton, Violence and Public Anxiety, p. 289.
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fishermen’s union, a cooperative society at Pouch Cove,
north of St. John’s. Unlike other societies, this one was
successful.?

Ches Crosbie and Joe Smallwood had a complicated
relationship, but one that lasted until Crosbie’s death.
Crosbie did not support Confederation; in fact like many
"Water Street merchants" he campaigned actively against it.
Crosbie’s own campaign was for "Economic Union" with the
United States. Harris passes on the story that after
Smallwood visited the Crosbies’ home just after winning the
1948 Referendum, Crosbie’s wife had the chair he sat in
fumigated.82 Harris also repeats Smallwood’s story that,
recognising the political and economic strength of Crosbie,
Smallwood offered Crosbie the job of Premier in the new
province in exchange for his support; Crosbie declined the

8 They remained friends and, after Confederation,

offer.
Crosbie’s construction and engineering companies did well by
government contracts, many of which were let without public

tenders. When Crosbie died in late 1962, Smallwood called

81 Smallwood, I Chose, p. 202; Horwood, Joey, pp. 60-61. The

exact nature of the funding of a cooperative venture of local fishermen
by a businessman is not explained, either from Smallwood’s side by him
or his biographers, or from Crosbie’s side by Harris. It may have taken
the form of a capital loan or the low-rent use of a building.

82 pare Ambition, p. 4.

83 Rare Ambition, p. 183. Smallwood’s version is I Chose, p. 250.
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him "a great Newfoundlander and a great friend."®
Certainly Smallwood never forgot Crosbie’s favour of
underwriting the first two volumes of what became a six-
volume work. When Smallwood published volumes three and
four, in 1967, and again when he published volumes five and
six, in 1975, he paid tribute to Crosbie’s memory.®

Leaving aside Crosbie’s support for Economic Union with
the United States, for at least thirty years he had an
unbroken friendship with Smallwood. Like others in the
Economic Union camp (Don Jamieson and Geoff Stirling, who
did well with broadcasting licenses starting in the early

1950s), Crosbie prospered with Smallwood’s support.8

For the Book of Newfoundland project, Crosbie gave

Smallwood a set of offices in a building he had near the
west end of the business district of Water Street.
Smallwood moved his already impressive library of books and
manuscripts of Newfoundland history into the office and set
to organising the two volume work: getting writers to

contribute essays from their areas of expertise, editing

84 Rare Ambition, p. 232. Harris points out that Smallwood would
say something like that: Crosbie had dutifully given $25,000 to Liberal
party coffers whenever called on.

8 see for example the preface to Volume Five, Book of
Newfoundland, V (St. John’s, Newfoundland Book Publishers, 1975), p. 8.

8 oscar G. Hierlihy’s recent autobiography outlines some of the

chronology of Jamieson and Stirling’s foray into broadcasting: Memoirs
of a Newfoundland Pioneer in Radio and Television (St. John’s:
Breakwater, 1995), pp. 44-47.
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contributions, and writing a couple of essays himself.?
Michael Harrington, who worked with Smallwood on the
project, remembered that the long unsigned section of
"Poetry and Ballads of Newfoundland," which ends volume one
was put together by Smallwood himself .88 The section

begins with the poem he had used in The New Newfoundland,

"Jenkins the Fisherman," by Frank Templeman, and includes 75
poems and songs.

Gwyn refers to one self-composed essay as Smallwood’s
"apologia for his failure in Bonavista."® 1In it Smallwood
blamed the failure on fishermen, who merely saw the
cooperative as a means to drive up the prices being offered
0

by local merchants.’

The Book of Newfoundland was no immediate success.

Less than half of the ten thousand sets printed were sold,
and Crosbie bore the loss for five years, until he was able
to sell the remaining six thousand sets to American and

Canadian servicemen stationed in Newfoundland.?' Smallwood

87 Smallwood, I Chose, p. 202-204. On the size of the personal
library at that time, see my interview with Michael Harrington, 11
August 1994.

88 Neil V. Rosenberg, "Folksong in Newfoundland: A Research
History," in Conrad Laforte, ed., Proceedings of the International
Conference on Ballads and Folksongs (Québec: U Laval/CELAT, 1989), pp.
45-52. The section in The Book of Newfoundland, I, is pp. 456-486.

89 Gwyn, Unlikely, p. 52.

90 Smallwood, "The Co-operative Movement," p. 277.

91 Gwyn, Unlikely, p. 53; Smallwood, I Chose, p. 204; Harris,

Rare Ambition, p. 177.
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claims he "had drawn no salary whatsoever out of this
venture, from beginning to end"’, but nowhere is it
explained how he kept his family alive during that period.
Presumably there was some cash from Crosbie, perhaps not in
the form of salary. The police report quoted by Harris is a
reflection of the mystery with which Smallwood, then as
later, liked to enshroud some details of his life.

During the six years following the publication in mid-

1937 of The Book of Newfoundland, Smallwood was a full-time

journalist again. This was first with the Daily News, which

published his newspaper column, and then with Radio Station

VONF, airing his daily broadcast, The Barrelman.

At the Daily News he appears to have been a kind of

roving reporter again, contributing stories not under the

Barrelman by-line, but not under his own name either. 1In

late February 1938 a story appeared in the Daily News about

a man who walked 106 miles from New Perlican to St. John’s

93

to get a berth on a sealer. The style of writing of this

unsigned story is that of "Staff Reporter" who appears to

have been Joe Smallwood. Stories by Staff Reporter were
"human interest" stories: a local mechanical knife
inventor, 14 February 1938; Danish novelist Aksel Sandemose

visiting St. John’s and travelling to the ice, 11 February

92 smallwood, I Chose, p. 204.

93 wWalked 106 Miles [to] St. John’s Hoping to Secure a Berth,"

Daily News 23 February 1938.
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and 24 February 1938; a legless survivor of the 1931 Viking
explosion opening a store on Harvey Road and living in a
room in the back, 2 March 1938; an old man readying to go
to the Labrador for his 72nd summer, 7 May 1938; and the
77th birthday of a woman who was one of the original
settlers of Blaketown, 23 May 1938.

Two other stories that without by-lines appear to have
been written by Staff Reporter were published on the same
day, 3 June 1938, and deal with men from Hodge’s Cove,
Trinity Bay. In one story a man had carved with a penknife
a model of a warship. 1In the other a group of local men
ingeniously had killed a marauding bear by setting a trap in
which the bear shot himself. A story, 21 February 1938,
about the fair-like atmosphere of Saturday morning markets
on George Street was likewise unsigned, but seems to be his.
Each of these stories is of the sort that would have fit
perfectly in the "Masthead" column. Evidence that they were
written by Smallwood lies in the fact that after the

Barrelman left the Daily News at the end of June 1938, Staff

Reporter no longer contributed stories.

During his time as Barrelman, particularly on the
radio, he travelled extensively around Eastern Newfoundland
and at least once with a coastal steamer up the North-East

Coast as far as Battle Harbour, Labrador.% While his

% see the introductory notes written in 1958 by his friend and

travelling companion Nimshi Crewe to Smallwood‘s notebook carried on
their summer 1941 trip on the steamer Northern Ranger, "The Barrelman




48
travelling companion Nimshi Crewe collected old furniture on
these trips, Smallwood indulged his own antiquarian
interests by collecting nineteenth century lustreware.®
For two decades already he had been a collector of books and
printed ephemera about Newfoundland, browsing bookstores in
every city he visited.® He soon quit collecting
lustreware but he continued to collect Newfoundland
publications for the rest of his life.

His job as the Barrelman was countered by his avocation
as a farmer, a would-be gentleman farmer like so many of the
St. John’s merchant class, such as the MacPherson family who
owned Royal Stores, or the Bairds who owned a successful
fish and retail chain throughout the country, both of whom
had summer homes and farms on the edge of St. John’s. He
began building and operating a small farm on Kenmount Road,

at the northwest edge of the city, in the late 1930s, after

his income from the Barrelman enterprise allowed him to buy

the land. Nonetheless, farmers did not see him as part of
their class; he was more pitied than blamed for his

inability to feed an emaciated pony he led around the city

Notebook," Smallwood Papers, CNS Archives. For another account of a
trip on the new Ranger, see that by the second Barrelman, Michael
Harrington, "Offbeat History: Voyage on S.S. Northern Ranger Recounted
by Correspondent," Evening Telegram 19 February 1994, p. 62.

%> 1 Chose Canada, pp. 209-210. See also scripts for his shows
1, 9 and 10 September 1938.

96 Horwood states what Smallwood claimed many times himself, that
by the 1960s he had "the largest array of Newfoundlandia in existence,"
Joey, pp. 49-50.
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doing farm chores in the early 1940s.°

In 1943 he abruptly quit his radio programme and for
three years retired from public life. He became full-time
what he had been for several years part-time, a farmer.
During this period, 1943 to 1946, he operated a piggery in
Gander, again a project funded by Ches Crosbie. It is
doubtful that he planned this turn in his career path as
some have suggested, quitting his St. John’s job in order to
have a winnable seat in the National Convention elections he
knew would come. Smallwood was a career opportunist for

years before the Barrelman and it is most likely that he

simply followed the opportunities of greater reward,
financially and egoistically. Many of his acquaintances
were doing well by supplying the military in the St. John’s
area with their services; his move was likely a personal
decision to derive some personal profit from the huge
changes being incurred by Newfoundland during the War. But
whatever his reasons for going to Gander, his six years on
radio were a boon to him when he re-entered politics in
1946.

It was during his time in Gander that Smallwood met the
young American folklorist Herbert Halpert who happened to be
there on military business. As in other communities,

Halpert looked up people in Gander who might be able to tell

°7 Interview with Gordon Parrell, farmer from Portugal Cove Road,
at the northeast edge of the city, 4 May 1994.
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him some local folklore. Directed to Smallwood and told
that he had a programme of tall tales on the local radio
station VORG, Halpert arranged to meet him. Smallwood was
very helpful about bibliographical matters, writing out a
list of important books about Newfoundland. But when he
found out that Halpert wanted to collect folklore, he told
him there was no point in the endeavour -- he had already
collected it all himself.%®

Smallwood’s piggery at Gander supplied the Royal Air
Force with pork. By Smallwood’s account, it was a grand
success, and indeed it appears to have been a large venture,
attracting a great deal of interest even from visitors to

the Gander base.®

By Harris’s account, it was a sloppily
run affair that was in danger of losing all its animals at
the point when Smallwood left it.'% The precipitating
factor of his leaving Gander may have been problems on his
farm.

Whatever Smallwood’s reason for leaving Gander, he did
so when an election was announced for members in the
National Convention, the body that would discuss and decide

Newfoundland’s future constitutional course. This was in

1946, and Smallwood decided he would run on the platform of

98 Interview with Dr. Herbert Halpert, St. John’s, 12 January
1994, MUNFLA 94-036. I have seen no other evidence of a Smallwood
programme on VORG.

99 Smallwood, I Chose, p. 217; Harris, Rare Ambition, p. 178.

100 Harris, Rare Ambition, pp. 178-179.
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Confederation with Canada. Though not without bumps, his
road was straight, and his ideas won enough converts to
carry the National Referendum held on the subject. ©On 1
April 1949, immediately upon Newfoundland’s Confederation
with Canada, he was appointed the first premier of the new
Province of Newfoundland, a position he was confirmed in by
every election he called until 1971.'1

Despite the tightness of his Referendum win,
Smallwood’s Liberal government won large majorities, nearly
wiping out the opposition seats. During the twenty-two
years of his government, Smallwood wielded near-absolute
authority in Newfoundland. At least in the early years, as
Horwood puts it,

He had boundless popularity, the backing of the

federal government, and what seemed to be

limitless money in the treasury.'?

Smallwood’s government carried out many of the cultural
changes he had been calling for over the previous decades.
Government support of cultural institutions remained
consistently part of Smallwood’s politics through his years
as Premier of the province of Newfoundland. Under his

government the educational system of Newfoundland grew

quickly and a professionalised museum began to operate and

101 Neary, Newfoundland in the North Atlantic World, pp. 340. His
first Provincial Election was held on 27 May 1949 (Neary, 341). The
reasons for and events leading to his being appointed interim premier,
April - May 1949, have not yet been written about by historians.

102 Horwood, Joey, p-.163.
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take control of historic affairs in the province.'®
Likewise the Historic Sites Commission grew in its public
profile, and a provincial archives was established.'® It is
certainly true that he used almost every facet of these
cultural institutions as places for patronage appointments.
Nevertheless, by his government’s efforts, he carried on the
nurturance of Newfoundland culture that he began as a
journalist in the 1930s.

Still, his popularity declined over the years, and
after losing the 1971 election, and a couple of years of
perfunctory attempts to remain politically active, Smallwood
returned in the late 1970s to his first profession of
writer. During his time as Premier and politician he had
published a number of small books on topical issues.
Essentially political tracts, they were distributed free or

5

very cheaply.' In 1978 he began work on the Encyclopedia

of Newfoundland and Labrador, intending it to be what the

Book of Newfoundland was not, an alphabetically arranged

compendium of all significant knowledge about Newfoundland.

He likened it to work he had started over forty years

93 paul Kenney, "Museums," ENL, III (St. John’s: NBP, 1991).

Frederick W. Rowe, Education and Culture in Newfoundland (Toronto: U
Toronto Press, 1976).

104 Melvin Baker, "Memorial University’s Role in the Establishment

of a Provincial Archive for Newfoundland in 1960," Newfoundland Studies
9:1 (Spring 1993), pp. 83-84.

105 See, for example, To You With Affection From Joey (St. John'’s:
Newfoundland Book Publishers, 1969).
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before, and based on an idea he had had ten years before
that. In an unpublished 1982 interview with Len Penton,

then a reporter for the St. John’s Evening Telegram,

Smallwood said:

Well, you know, really I started that Encyclopedia

more than fifty years ago -- the idea came to me
more than fifty years ago. ... As I delved into
Newfoundland history -- remember that for six or

seven years I was on the radio six nights a week,
for fifteen minutes, with my Barrelman programme.
That programme was, according as it said every
night, "F. M. O’Leary Ltd. presenting The
Barrelman in a programme of making Newfoundland
better known to Newfoundlanders." That was the
purpose of the programme. And of course, I wrote
it myself, every word of it, and that meant
endless digging, digging, digging into documents,
and old magazines and newspapers, and speeches and
lectures and government reports and books and
everything I could lay my hands on, about
Newfoundland and because I had to present a new
programme every night, six nights, fifteen
minutes. And that, that made me realise the great
riches of Newfoundland’s story, of Newfoundland’s
history, and Newfoundland’s tradition,
Newfoundland’s heritage, historical heritage. And
as I did so, it dawned on me gradually that what I
was doing night after night, six nights a week,
for six years, making Newfoundland better known to
Newfoundlanders, was something that really ought
to be done in a more enduring form than merely
radio broadcasts. Those broadcasts were
enormously popular and they had a very great
audience and following. But they were only
broadcasts. And today, this current day, now, you
know -- what? 35 years after the last of them --
how many people are alive today who remember much
more than merely that I was known as the Barrelman
and that I broadcast about Newfoundland and

Newfoundlanders? But what I did broadcast is
lost, is forgotten. So the thought kept
insinuating itself in my mind that it ought to be
done in more enduring form, more lasting form. 1In

other words, the Barrelman, more refined, more
precise, more exact, and in more enduring form.
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That’s what the Encyclopedia is.'%

Between early 1979 and 1982 he built up a staff until
he had hired a dozen researchers, writers and editors; they

wrote the bulk of the entries in the Encyclopedia which was

projected to five volumes.'?

Some larger or more
specialised articles were farmed out to scholars and others
who knew the areas well. Volume One was published in 1981
but soon after Volume Two was published in 1984 the
project’s funding collapsed and the project was suspended.
In the mid-eighties, Smallwood had a series of
debilitating strokes and a sympathetic public raised enough

money to restart the project. But Smallwood had nothing to

do with the new Encyclopedia project which was operated by

Harry Cuff Publications, of St. John’s. In late 1991 Joe
Smallwood died after several years of poor health, including
a loss of his faculty of speech. Volume Three had been
published. 1In 1992 Volume Four was published and Volume
Five, the last, in late 1994.

Despite all the changes in his life’s direction, from
a very early age Smallwood was an active member of the St.

John’s middle class. There was no single ruling class in

106 Interview by Len Penton, with J. R. Smallwood, at the

Encyclopedia offices, St. John’'s, December 1982; MUNFLA 94-436, tape
#48; transcribed by PH.

07 personal observations; my wife, Cathie Horan, was in early
1979 one of the first researchers hired by Smallwood and, as Editor, the
last to be let go when the operation folded in 1984.
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Newfoundland in the 1930s. There was an old-monied class,
with a great deal of power both economic and political.
They represented a class of men that could exist only in a
country like Newfoundland, with little or no income and
inheritance tax, and effectively isolated from capitalist

incursions from outside.'%8

But their power effectively
diminished through this century and especially after
Confederation. Smallwood’s ties for the most part were to
another class of newer power, best represented by Frank
O’Leary, who grew rich partly by Smallwood’s efforts as the
Barrelman. O’Leary supported Smallwood in his nationalist
and populist endeavours but Smallwood’s efforts to bring
Newfoundland into the Canadian confederation and thus open
up the country to capitalist competition undermined his
interests. Smallwood’s old friend and patron, Ches Crosbie,
deserted him at that time, too. But by then Smallwood no
longer needed the support of local capital.

In his thirties, he was an active member of the

"M.C.L.I.", the Methodist College Literary Institute, a

108 S. J. R. Noel shows the extent to which government coalitions

of merchants would arrange tariffs to protect their narrow interests,
and to shift the bulk of tax revenue onto the wider populace (Noel,
Politics in Newfoundland, pp. 181-183). A short-lived income tax was
introduced by the Unionist-influenced coalition government in power
during the first world war; the government of merchant William Monroe
abolished it in 1925. Squires’s government re-introduced it in the late
'20s, probably a contributing factor to the vituperation with which his
government was attacked by the conservatives who brought about his last
downfall in 1932; Noel, ibid., and Neary Newfoundland in the North
Atlantic, p. 9. Neary says, "it was thereafter kept within strict and
narrow limits by the small but politically well-placed, monied class
that could be expected to pay it" (p. 9). Thanks to Olaf Janzen and
Mel Baker for pointing out sources on income tax.
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high-profile debaters’ club that argued many of the issues
of the day.'” Later he was a member of the executive
council of the Newfoundland Historical Society and in both
these groups he met regularly with members of the
intellectual classes of St. John’s. As a teenaged, working

journalist he filled in as Editor of the Evening Telegram

and got to know and move with the politicians of the time.
When he moved away from Newfoundland, he went with letters
of introduction from powerful members of that class, and
regularly met with representatives not only of the
Newfoundland middle classes but those of the very elite such
as Lord Edward Morris former Prime Minister of Newfoundland
and by then a member of the House of Lords in London.
Though Smallwood all his life liked to cast himself in a
working-class frame, it is clear that throughout his young
adulthood he moved in a circle that included the economic,
political, and intellectual elites of the country.

Like most members of his circle, Smallwood had what
might be called multiple identities: he was a journalist, a
politician, an antiquarian, an intellectual and even a
would-be gentleman farmer. Such a multiplicity of roles and
contacts probably allowed him the leeway he needed to

redirect his talents from time to time as new opportunities

09 see his initialled reports (by "J.R.S.") of debates on the

need for a government broadcasting system (Daily News, 7 January 1938)
and improvements to the national highroad system (Daily News, 11
February 1938).
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arose, or old ones disappeared.

Smallwood’s life was spent in a complicated mix of
political threads and occupations. Perhaps his one non-
political interest, farming, kept his undivided attention
for only three years. Although he liked to suggest to all
who would ask that he was not a religious man, the politics
of religion runs deep in Newfoundland and he used it for
political purposes. His nationalism, journalistic skills
for publicity (or propaganda), and his direct quests for
political power were present throughout his life. Of these,
his desire to praise Newfoundland and Newfoundlanders, and
to make his fellow countrymen more aware and prouder of
their country’s (later, province’s) achievement, was the
facet of his personality that remained longest, and took the
most forms. When in the mid-1930s he turned his attentions
to that design, and eventually became the Barrelman, it was
more than just an occupation, it was in a sense his life’s

work.
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Chapter Three

The Masthead and the Beginning of The Barrelman

When The Barrelman is thought of, the radio programme

of that name is usually recal