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ABSTRACT

This research was originally designed to document
what was then called "Early Dorset" on the Island of
Newfoundland; however, analysis of the data suggested that
we should not refer to the Factory Cove remains as "Early
Dorset" but rather as "Groswater" since it now appears most
closely related to Fitzhugh's (1972; 1976a) Groswater
Dorset for Labrador. The investigation of on early
Palaeo-Eskimo phase different from the so-called "Typical
Newfoundland Dorset"” was in itself a new approach to
Newfoundland Eskimo archaeology.

The present research is a contribution to
establish the Eskimo cultural history for the time period
of 2760 to 21006 B. P. The data reported here were
collected over the summers of 1978 by Dr. James A. Tuck and
by the author in 1981. Altogether 160 square metres were
excavated.

The faunal remains recovered included 13 species;
season-specific species suggest a late winter to early
summer occupation. The variety of the architecture though,
is suggestive of a year round occupation. We were able to
identify a house which had been slightly dug, a mid-passage

hearth structure, a lean-to, and a tent circle. In my
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pefore the Christian era, highlight new evidence on their
subsistence patterns, and speculate on their cultural
origins. This study is also intended to lay the groundwork

for future research on early Palaeo-Eskimo 1in Newfoundland

and Labrador.
LITERATURE REVIEW

Even though Palaeo-Eskimos occupied a territory from Alaska
to southern Newfoundland, this review will concentrate on
the research done in Newfoundland and Labrador. However it
is appropriate to discuss briefly the origins and the
diffusion of Palaeo-Eskimo culture in order to put this
review into a larger perspective.

Until 1925 most Arctic culture history was based
upon data from the Fifth Thule Expedition directed by Knud
Rasmussen. Unon receiving a collection of artifacts from
Coats Island and Cape Dorset, Diamond Jenness, then at the
National Museum of Canada, proposed the idea of a culture
older than the Greenland Thule. On the basis of the degree
of patination on the organic remains and the presence of
gouged holes, Jenness (1925) suggested a greater antiquity
for these artifacts. He specially used the presence of
gouged holes by opposition to drilled holes to suggest that:

"No tribe that had once known
the bow drill would have
forgotten its use. The Eskimos
often employ it today in
preference to the brace and

bit. Its absence in the
Cape Dorset culture proves






alaskan origin for Dorset no probable parent cultures were
known from the western Arctic. Later this argument was
strengthened when Irving (1957, 1962) defined the ASTt
(Arctic Small Tool tradition) on the basis of his
collections, and collections from Alaska and the Eastern
Arctic. Irving (1279) included Sarqgaq, Independence I and
pre-Dorset as regional variations of the ASTt sharing
diagnostic traits with its progenitor, the Denbigh Flint
Complex. Furthermore he suggested that Dorset seemed to be
at least in part a regional derivative from the ASTt (Irving
12979:340). As a general description the ASTt material
culture includes:

"Special types of burins, small bifaces,

side and end-blades, and microblades.

In addition, most of the Central and

Eastern Arctic cultures include some

special types of knives and scrapers

which elsewhere in the New World are

known only from the Arctic Small Tool

tradition of Alaska, and particularly

the Denbigh Flint Complex."

(Irving 1970:349)

In the same article, Irving suggested that the
ASTt originated from the Aldan region in Eastern Siberia,
early in the third millennium before Christ (Irving
1970:341). The other interpretation of the origin of the
ASTt is through a continuous development of microlithic
cultures in Alaska where the Denbigh Flint Complex dating

4500 years B.P. 1is the classic representative. The

proponents of this scheme (Anderson 1972, Gal n.d.)



considered that even given the historical connection as
reported by Irving (1970) such a large migration in such a
widespread area seemed far fetched (Anderson 1979:20).
Furthermore current data from Greenland (Knuth 1978) suggest
that there is a phase from Greenland at least as ancient as
the Denbigh Flint Complex. Knuth places that initial
occupation of Greenland around 4,200-5,000 years ago
preceding the mid-passage-hearth-using Independence I
people.

The origins of the Dorset culture are still
debated today. On one hand, McGhee sees initial peopling of
the Arctic around 4,000 years ago by the Independence I,
which he links to cultures from the Siberian neolithic or
ancient northern Pacific cultures {(McGhee 1976:18). Around
3,700 years ago, he suggests, the arrival of a second wave
of population called "pre-Dorset"” which is best represented
in Low and Eastern Arctic regions. The comparison of his
Independence I and pre-Dorset material from the High Arctic
leads McGhee (19276) to propose that Independence I is a
co-tradition alongside pre-Dorset. According to this
hypothesis the latter group eventually replaced Independence
I in the High Arctic and gave birth to the Dorset culture.
On the other hand, Anderson (1970) suggests that based on
the continuity of artifactual styles or types in successive
complexes in the same regions we should include all the

pPre-Thule complexes in the ASTt. As a result the safest but
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