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A quick definition 

 

   Open-access (OA) literature is 

digital, online, free of charge, and 

free of most copyright and 

licensing restrictions.  

    - Peter Suber, 2007 
 



Creative Commons Licenses 

Attribution 

Attribution Non-commercial 

Attribution No Derivatives 

Attribution Share Alike 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Open Access Materials 

• Journal articles 

• Books 

• Book chapters 

• Music 

• Film & video 

• Learning objects 

• Software 

 

 

 

• Data 

• Presentations 

• Blog posts 

• Documentation 

• ANY creative or 

intellectual 

output 

 



Citizens & OA 



Open Content Alliance 



Internet Archive 



IA Wayback Machine 



Accessible Books - DAISY 



Open Knowledge Foundation 



Open Shakespeare 



Alliance for Taxpayer Access 



US Federal Research Public 

Access Act of 2009 

• Federal agencies with extramural 

research expenditures of over 

$100,000,000 
 

• Results from research supported, in 

whole or in part, by gov funding must 

be made freely available online 

 

 



Right to Research 



Open Education 





OER Commons 



Open Text Books 



Open Text Books 



MIT Open Courseware  



MIT OCW – High School 



Foreign Language Materials  



Open Government 



UK Government – Feb. 2009 

Power of Information Taskforce Report 



UK Government - June 2009  



Open Data – data.gov.uk 



data.gov.uk – Find a Doctor 



Data.gov.uk – Care Homes 



Data.gov.uk – House Valuation 



US Open Gov Directive 

To Federal Depts, December 2009 
 

1) Publish Gov Information Online 

2) Improve the Quality of Gov Information 

3) Create and Institutionalize a Culture of 

Open Government 

 



Data.gov 

 

 

 



Data.gov 



Data.gov 

 

 

 



Data.gov 

 

 

 



Canadian Government 



Canadian Gov’t 



Citizen led efforts  



Citizen led efforts  



Citizen led efforts  



Citizen led efforts 



Citizen led efforts 



data.vancouver.ca 



data.edmonton.ca 



toronto.ca/open/ 



opendataottawa.ca 



Public Libraries & OA 

• OA can vastly expand PL collections 

• PL can promote OA resources 

• Help open up local government 

• Release your own content openly 

• Encourage citizens to engage with OA 

issues 

 



Academic OA 



Traditional landscape  

Publicly 
funded 
projects 

Publicly 
funded 
projects 

Author 
time & 

expertise 

Author 
time & 

expertise 

Rights 
given to 

publisher 
free of 
charge 

Rights 
given to 

publisher 
free of 
charge 

Library  
community 
then pays 
to access 
research 

Library  
community 
then pays 
to access 
research 



The alternative  

   

“Open access is the principle that 

research should be accessible 

online, for free, immediately after 

publication.” (CARL & SPARC, 2008, p.3) 



OA benefits 

• More exposure; universal access 

• Easier information discovery 

• Automatic indexing 

• Persistent access 

• Long-term preservation 

• Wide range of content 

• Meet conditions of grant agencies 

(CARL & SPARC, 2008, p. 3) 



Gold OA 

 

publishing in OA journals 



Access is… 

 

 

immediate, 

there is no waiting period 



Gold OA benefits 

• Universal access 

• Immediate access 

• No embargo periods 

• Unrestricted access 

• Citation advantage  

• Meet conditions of grant agencies 

 



5000+ titles 

 

http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=home


 



 



 



Potential fee 

• Author processing charges (APCs) 

 

 

• Traditional publishers 

 OnlineOpen (WileyInterScience) 

 Oxford Open (OUP) 

 Open Choice (Springer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



‘Gold’ library action 

• Publicity: Raising awareness 

• Journal hosting services 

• Promote OA mandates 

• OA author funds 

• Institutional memberships 

 



Action: Raising awareness  



Action: Journal hosting 

• Open Journal Systems (OJS) 

 Free online publishing platform 

• Library support 

 Training, submission process, workflow,     

  layout, long-term archiving  

 Indexing in Google, OAIster, DOAJ 

 

 



 

http://journals.library.mun.ca/ojs/index.php/MP/index


 



Potential uses 

• Launch a journal, magazine or 

newsletter 

• Move print journal to e-platform 

• Participate in editing or peer review 

process 

• Use as a teaching & learning tool 

 

 

 



Action: Institutional 

membership 

 

 





Action: Create OA policy 

 



 

http://www.cla.ca/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Position_Statements&Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=5306


 

 

 

 

• Sets an example 

• Encourages awareness  

• Recent May/10 LAA vote to create OA policy  

 



Action: Create OA author fund 







 



Green OA 
 

 

Self-archiving in a repository  



Institutional repositories  

  

 “An institutional repository (IR) is a digital 

collection of an organization’s intellectual 

output. Institutional repositories 

centralize, preserve, and make accessible 

the knowledge generated by academic 

institutions.” (CARL, 2005, ‘About’)     



Sample content 

• Pre & post-prints 

• Publisher PDF 

• Conference papers 

• Technical reports 

• Working papers 

• Theses 

• Data sets 

 

 

Research output 



Green OA benefits 

• Can often still publish in traditional 

journals 

• Increased exposure & research 

impact 

• Participate in the OA movement 

• Meets conditions of funding agencies 



What repositories exist? 

 

 

 

 

http://www.opendoar.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/find.php


 



Funding agency requirements 

 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/


Isn’t self-archiving illegal? 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


Repository policies  

 

http://www.eprints.org/openaccess/policysignup/


‘Green’ library action 

• Publicity: educate library users 

• Develop repository 

• Creating archiving policies 

• Clear rights statements  

• Submission/self-archiving support 

 

 

 



Action: Develop repository 

 

http://pubmedcentralcanada.ca/


 



 

http://arxiv.org/


 



 

https://tspace.library.utoronto.ca/


 

http://dspace.ucalgary.ca/


 

http://circle.ubc.ca/


Canadian IRs 

 



OAIster 

 



 

 



Action: Archiving policies  

 

 “Each federal research funding agency 

should expeditiously but carefully develop 

and implement an explicit public access 

policy that brings about free public access to 

the results of the research that it funds as 

soon as possible after those results have 

been published in a peer‐reviewed journal.” 

  (US Scholarly Publishing Roundtable, 2010) 

 



Federal Research Public 

Access Act 

  

“…would require that 11 U.S. government agencies 

with annual extramural research expenditures over 

$100 million make manuscripts of journal articles 

stemming from research funded by that agency 

publicly available…will be maintained and 

preserved in a digital archive……Each manuscript 

will be freely available to users without charge 

within six months after it has been published in a 

peer-reviewed  journal.” 

   (SPARC, 2010) 

 



Why OA? 

⇒ Universal access 

 
⇒ More exposure, increased impact 
 

⇒ Permanent, persistent  access 
 

⇒ Easier information discovery 

⇒ Meet conditions of grant agencies 
 



 

 

Questions? 
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