











NORTHERN ARC:
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SHIPPING AND SEAFAR
1508-1920
by

Norma J. Hall

Atl sissubm ed to the

School of Graduate Studies
1 tial fulfillment of the
1 ents for the degree of

Doctor of Philosophy

[ artment of History

Mei al ! aivers of Newfoundlar

ebruary 2009

St. John’s Newfor

s OF HUDSON BAY,

lland












Chapter 13 Being a > Sailor: Making Mutable Class, ‘Race’/Culture

and Ge! 309
Chapter 14 Sailors a1 Famil i: Making Western Canadian Communities 345
Chapter 15 Conclusi 1 373
Appendix A 386
Appendix B 467
Appendix C 548
Appendix D 568

Bibliography 574






































































































as a region witha p
The concludii

observations on sea

ular a
chap

ers of

.co1 Hlex history of development.
reprises salient points in suppo  of the thesis, with final

n Bay and the implications « their| it activity.

31






















































49

Table 2.1 Numbe: € Table 2.2 Nw er of Ships to arrive
in Hudson Bay an IS in Hudson Bay and associated waters
during the "First P 0_ " ythe *“~-~ond Period,” 1670-1860
Interval (years) - Interval (years) Arrivals
1575-1580 1670-1675 07
1580-1585 575-1680 05
1585-1590 16801685 21
1590-1595 1685-1690 15
1595-1600 1690-1695 19
1600-1605 1695-1700 20
1605-1610 1700-1705 07
1610-1615 1705-1710 08
1615-1620 1710-1715 08
1620-1625 1715-1720 14
1625-1630 1720-1725 14
1630-1635 1725-1730 13
1635-1640 1730-1735 18
1640—1645 1735-1740 14
1645-1650 oo 1740-1745 16
1650-1655 1745-1750 23
1655-1660 ..J0-1755 21
1660—1665 1755-1760 21
1665-1670 1760-1765 17
Source: Appendix A. 1765-1770 16
1770-1775 15
1775-1780 18
Table 2.3 Number of Ships to arrive 1780-1785 20
in Hudson Bay and associa 1785-1790 14
during the ‘Third Period.’ 1790-1795 19
Interval (years) 1795-1800 15
1860-1865 18001805 16
1865—1870 1805-1810 14
18701875 31 18101815 18
1875-1880 33 1815-1820 14
18801885 39 18201825 15
1885-1890 Z 1825-1830 12
18901895 22 18301835 12
1895-1900 36 1835-1840 18
1900-1905 34 18401845 14
1905-1910 43 1845-1850 15
1910-1915 89 1850-1855 19
1915-1920 o7 1855-"°"" 15

Source: Appendix A. Source: Appendix A
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reflect the rhetorical — or of an officialdom that plainly contributed to shaping the world
aboard ships in the past,  am zepiit  with precedence established by custom and
adopted in HBC historiography. so that the description in the fc owing chapters
segments the sea and begins and ends with ¢ “London docks.’

The textual passages ¢ ribing ocean passages out and back might seem long to
people of the present who are ed to crossing the Atlantic in matter of hours. Readers
accustomed to histories that employ an economic measure of distance — reducing voyages
to abstract statements showing ‘x” value was added to cargo over 'y’ length of time for
example — might: o wonder the number of pages devoted to routes. The history
described in this dissertation is  out the significance of past seafaring. What matters is
cumulative experience gained iile travelling distance — distance that varied as courses
changed according to conditic  enc intered. It takes time and space to describe past
voyaging because, according to the :cords they kept, it took time for sailors of the past

to traverse space.

thesis (Winnipeg: Univ 3), 21-24.
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After spending anywhere from one to three weeks in Stromness, ships passed
through Graemsay Sound’s “r  ng tideway,” which ran at eight to nine knots between
the high cliffs of the land of Hoy and the ‘Black Craig’ of the Orkney Mainland.®’
MacDougall described both of 1ese elevations as, “literally covered with sea birds.”®"
Departure was taken from Hoyl d. As Joseph Conrad explained in his 1906 publication,
Mirror of the Sea, aboard ship e te 1 departure signified not “so much a sea event as a
definite act entailing a process, the precise observation of certain landmarks by means of
the compass card.”® The distinctive topography of Hoy provided suitable landmarks
above the waterline and below. Soundings taken at the base of Hoyhead indicated that
here the sea floor dropped sud ™ 1ly to thirty fathoms, while, in McDougall’s words,
viewed from the deck of a ship:

the island rises abruptly — sta ng as it were out of the sea, whereas the others are

generally of a flat character — It consists of a Mountain very steep, of two peaks

covered with heather, s« :places nothing but bare rock & deep ravines
running down the side. ... the high recipice of Hoy which stands facing the

Atlantic ... is the highest precipice 1n Britain being 1400 feet high, the sea
foaming against its per  dicular sides like thunder.”®

shellfish/35.pdf> (accessed 6 January 20 ) all, “Company Town,” 45.

% James McDougall, “Young Apprentice.” part II, The Beaver 32, no. 3 (September 1952): 10.
HBCA, C.1/414 Ship's Logs, King 803, 20-28 June, the ship stayed one week at Stromness;
likewise in C.1/417, Ship’s Logs, i ze, 1806; C.1/419, Ship's Logs, King George, 1807; and
C.1/1021 Ship’s Logs, Seahorse, 1 A, C.1/1022, Ship’s Logs, Seat e, 1752, indicates the ship
stayed for two weeks; Chappell. V. “a voyage to Hudson's Bay, 19; and Nevins, Narrative of Two

Voyages, 1, report the same length
" McDougall. “Young App  ice,” part II, 10.

° Conrad, Mirror of the Sea. 12.

o McDougall, “Young Appt part I, 9--10: the mountain is Ward Hill, elevation 481
metres, or 1,577 feet; see also Coats, »hy, 6; Clouston, “Orkney and the Hudson's Bay Company,”
part I, 6. See, “The Old Man of Hoy,’ tion, in Cowie, Company of Adventurers, 63, after an

cngraving by William Danicll ca. 1813, Cowie dates the view to 1813: see also photograph, ca. 1936, 1n
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Hoy, which could be seen from a distance of “upwards of twenty leagues,”™ was
additionally marked by a singt  promontory. four hundred and fifty feet high, styled
“The old Man of Hoy™ on account of its silhouette.®* Out from Hoy, any pilots newly
engaged to negotiate passage through the Orkney Islands or Hoy Sound would be
dropped off — the *old Man’ serving to mark their return to shore.

Departing from Hoy,1 -ing been perhaps a month or more under sail, HBC
sailors left behind the relatively well known, but nonetheless1  1erous and difficult to
navigate natural hazards that marked all passages around the British Isles. In addition to
rocks, shoals, and Hubling tic by this point in their voyage, they had escaped other
dangers as well. The likelihood of encountering pirates., gunships of hostile navies, and
officers of their own navy bent on impressment, grew less as their distance from Britain
increased. Within a short space, ey also left behind, for a number of weeks to come, the
possibility of determining their whereabouts by sighting features associated with
particular landforms — from hi ,to! ds, to floating debris. The experienced among a
ship’s complement, however — whether possessed or not of a master mariner’s skill sets
and navigational tools — knew wh their vessel was headed, what sights to watch for,
and which of these confirmed at1 :ir time spent working at sea had decreased their

vessel’s distance from its destt  ion.

Clouston, “Orkney and the iny,” part 1. 7, which suggests either a fair degree of
erosion had taken place by ortl t Daniell had significantly embellished the

rock’s profile.

* Clouston, “Orkney and the Hudson’s Bay Company.” part I, 7.
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gaining entrance to Hudson Strait was the more demanding exercise, owing to the
existence of ice — a virtual constant of that region. Here again, with or without working
navigational aids, understand  the play of currents, vagaries of weather, and signals of
land were of utmost importance. Setting a course through the northernmost extent of the
North Atlantic put sailors to work in conditions much like those encountered on other
transoceanic passages of that sea. This chapter demonstrates, however, ways in which the
knowledge needed to complete this particular passage, and to begin the next, is evidence
of the importance of sailors’ ¢t u /e experience on the HBC ocean arc. Individual
awareness of foregone successes and failures, combined with sufficient seafaring
experience to be able to weigh options and choose tactics best suited to meet
contingencies encountered | 2 as opposed to elsewhere, was 1  essary. Competency,
the means of mitigating accident, was a learned attribute.’

Commonly, the North  lantic portion of the voyage began with departure from
Hoyhead, entered into HBC lc  >oks as something in the region of 58° 55' North
latitude.’ Taking the ‘usual’ course entailed striking westward from this point, with
uninterrupted sailing for approximatc 2,253 kilometres or 1,400 miles to Cape
Farewell. Occasionally, however, ships instead departed from e harbour of Stornoway

on the Isle of Lewis in the Heb1 s archipelago, or headed further north by way of the

? See J.L. Stocks. “The Test of Experience,” Mind, n.s., 28, no. 109 (January 1919): 79-81, for an

early twentieth-century defence stelian argument on the moral viit  of courage and the
emotion of ‘cheer,” as these wer | to exist among sailors faced with conditions that among the
inexperienced elicited fear, or fo onses. Following his reasoning, HBC sailors, competent by
way of observation, would have 1 mastery of dangerous situations” borne of knowing “there is
promise of personal effort aili g

> HBCA C.1,/1021 Ship’s L, Seuhorse, 1751, 5; see also Chapter Four, this thesis, 89.
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last close sighting of land cou  vary.® Depending on the exact course followed, it might

be of two islands eleven leagr ; from Hoyhead. separated by three miles of water, and

known as the Stack and Skerry. HBC captain, William Coats, described Stack as “pritty

high and white with fowls” dv ™ and the site of a yearly egg gathering expedition. He |

remarked Skerry as being “low flatt,” frequented by seals and visited annually by sealers.

Alternatively, the last landma ; might be Barra and Rona, two islands visible as “high

bold land ... east and west five miles asunder™ and twenty six leagues bearing “West /2

North” from Hoy. Then there v : the four St. Kilday islands, “more to westward™ with

*high bold land, the westermost of a pyramidal form like a sugar loaf.” Lastly, further

west again, there was the soli- y ‘rock” of Rokel/Rockall, “well known to navigators™

and shaped *“‘not unlike the Sta  but higher and bigger, and white from some cause.™’
The journey from Hoy  1d to Hudson Strait usually took about four weeks, but

with favourable winds could be much swifter. In 1851, Captain William Kennedy,

tormerly of the HBC and at the time sailing in search of the missing Franklin expedition,

reportedly made the crossing in nir  en days.® In 1862 James McDougall credited

¢ Ballantye, Hudson’s Bay, 10.

” William Coats, The Geogr  hy of Hudson's Bay: being the remarks of Captain W. Coats, in
many voyages to that locality, between the vears 1727 und 1751, ed. John Barrow (London: Hakluyt
Society, 1852), 7, notes that Stack | + were “caled in the maps Solesskery [sic].” William Edward
Parry, Journal of a Second Voyage for scovery of a North-West Passage From the Atluntic to the
Pacific, Performed in the Years 1821-22-23, In His Mujesty s Ships Fury and Hecla ... (New York: E.
Duyckinck, G. Long, Collins & Co.. Collins  Hannay, W.B. Gilley, and Henry I. Megarey, 1824), 2,
called them “remarkable™ and comn 1 that his charts underestimated their distance from Hoy. See also
J. Birbeck Nevins, 4 narrative of two voyages to Hudson’s Buy: with traditions of the North .American
Indians (London: Printed for the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1847), 2.

*lan K. Stecle, The English Atlantic 1675 -1740: An Exploration of Communication und
Communiny (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986), 86, states ** The ocean crossing, from the Downs
to Resolution [sland, averaged just o 5 weeks and ranged from | to 2 months.” LAC, Selkirk Papers,
Miles Macdonell, letter to Lord Selkirk, York Factory, | Oct 1811, 4, testifies that the 1811 voyage was of
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The location of the wait likely contributed to Macdonells further assessment of the
voyage as “boisterous”: his ship appears to have lain waiting in the vicinity of the
longitudinal zone des” 1ated by sailors as “the Stormy Forties.™® According to John
Birbeck Nevins, surgeon on the Prince Rupert [VI] in 1842 and the Prince Albert in
1843, HBC sailors held that s~ of Green d, “whatever the weather may have been in
other places. it is generally ror 1 or foggy between 40° and 50° west longitude."zg Cowie
obscrved of his 1867 voyage 1  just past Cape Farewell, there were “terrific cross
swells,” which he attributed to “tl meeting of the three different currents, setting along
the east and west coasts of Greenland and from the Atlantic respectively. These, crashing
together, threw up pyramic of ater composed of the opposing swells.”” Without
sufficient wind in the sails to : * 1dy a vessel — whether by deliberate decision or because
becalmed — it was certain to ro alarmingly. The Prince Rupert [VII], according to
Cowie, “wallowed, dipped her ¢ s and pitched and tossed, helplessly becalmed, in
this meeting of aqueous moun ns, while every moment the straining threatened to
dismast her.”

Regardless of the inr rof [ sengers such as Macdonell, only when well

into Davis Strait would HBC captains head north. They affected the change in direction

relatively rapidly once the w were right, as their best course after duly clearing Cape

Hanwell Sr. had about thirty years of ng to and from the Bay by this point. See also Williamson,
“Vovage of the ‘Discovery’.” Part |,

* Nevins, Varrative of Two Voyages, 2.

? Ibid.: HBCA, “Nevins, John Birbeck (1818-1903) (11. 1842-1843).” Biographical Sheet, online
index - http:’'www.gov.mb.ca/chc:archives/hbea/biographical/index.html> (accessed 2004-2007).

0 Cowie, ( ‘ompany of Adventurers, 86.
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‘closed.”™ Along with ice conditions, the proximity of land meant there was a greater
range of observations for seafi ‘s to make than on the open ocean. If the view seemed

frost bound, it also displayed activity.

* See David He  quote tain, Parliament, House of Commons, Select Committee on
the Hudson's Bay Company, Rep: elect Committee on the Hudson's Bay Company together
with the proceedings of the comm of evidence, appendix and ir  x (London: HMSO, 1858),
257. See also A.J.W. Cal le, + Comnanv ships” log-books as sources of sea ice data,
1751-1870.” in Climate . 'AD monc lley and Philip D. Jones (New Y ork:
Routledge, 1995), 17-39; and Cat L Loog-Books, S e,” 121 28, for extended

discussions ot summer sea ice in | and Hudson Bay and indice ofits  Hact on HBC
voyaging.
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The passage through H  son Strait distinguished HBC voyages to Hudson Bay
from other transatlantic voyages traversing the North Atlantic. Over time, HBC sailors
collectively accumulated as” uficant amount of experience in voyaging through the
Strait. While maps of the prese  do not always preserve the experience-based knowledge
of mariners about this portion of the HBC ocean arc, documents generated by seafarers of
the past clearly confirm sailors’ contributior It is evident that individual mastery gained
by way of working aboard HBC vessels, in addition to ensuring ongoing production of
value added. allowed an o1 munication of knowledge. The mariners” acts of
naming and recording impre: ons of locations contributed to  :ir own and to others’
understandings — including t of cartographers and statesmen positioned at a great

remove — and thereby to cons  ior of place.

had written of David Herd “H ul voy s to Hudsons Bay [sic}, in 26 of which he
was in command of ships. Du has haa no casualty worth speaking of. nor was there
ever a claim made on the und ained by vessel or cargo. His success has perhaps been

unexampled in any service.”
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simple about HBC sa rs’ activity and experience as agents of communication between

shores.
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conferred separate workstations and living quarters.®> HBC ships were no different.**
Nevertheless, sailors as workers, and HBC personnel tasked as sailors, necessarily mingled
with people not of their station, confined as quarters were aboard ship. Observation,
contact, and social interaction — even if limited — was unavoidable. For example, though
deck hands were not allowed freedom of the poop deck or captain’s stateroom, they were
there when scrubbing the decks. Officers and crew performed many of their work activities
apart, and observed regular social activities such as dining, conversation, and entertainment
separately. They worked in concert, however, when challenged by the sea. There were also
singular social occasions, such funerals at sea, in which everyone participated.®® At all

times, most activity aboard ship could be heard, and no doubt heard about if not directly

observed, by officers, crew, and passengers alike.®

%3 Sager, Seafaring Labour, 6-8, 87-93, observes, “in designing sailing ships, builders were
designing enclosed spaces that would constrain relations between everybody who lived and worked there.
The sailing ship ... assumed a division of labour and a social hierarchy,” which “reflected the military
division of labour in naval vessels”; see also Marcus Rediker, Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea:
Merchant Seamen, Pirate and the Anglo-American World, 1700-1750 (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 1987), 83-96; Christopher McKee, review of Shipboard Life and Organization, 1731—1815 by Brian
Lavery, The Journal of Military History 63, no. 4 (October 1999): 967—69; Edward Ward, The Wooden
World Dissected: In the Character of a Ship of War, As Also the Character of All the Officers, From the
Captain to the Common Sailor (1707; London: James Graham, 1795), 9—12, 17-50, 44-58, 61-66; Dana,
Two Years Before the Mast, 11-14, 23, 37; and Remington, “York Factory to London,” 19, 20.

% Cowie, Company of Adventurers, 74, reported, for example, that the Prince Rupert [VII] “had a
raised poop aft and a topgallant forecastle forward, where the officers aft and the boatswain and carpenter
forward were accommodated. There were also berths for the second mate, a midshipman, and a passenger
in the “half deck,” immediately in front of the poop, while the crew and steerage passengers had quarters in
the steerage forward. The cook’s galley was a little deckhouse before the mainmast.” Cowan, quoted in
Healy, Women of Red River, 190, reported accommodation aboard the Prince Rupert was a “delightful
contrast” to the Ocean Nymph, as there were berths for cabin, as well as steerage, passengers aft in the

captain’s quarters.

¢ See Cowan, quoted in Healy, Women of Red River, 190; Dana, Two Years Before the Mast, 40.

% Rediker, Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea, 88, 95, notes “One of the central features of
seafaring work was its social visibility. Work was a public activity, so public in fact that any seaman, even
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an economically cent ed Atlantic world that was integral t¢  geographically and

culturally multiplicate ocean

all cultures and regions, & nt it demands that any spatial inequalities in matters relating
to cultural evolution, and onomic development, be explained. Stared differently:
equality is the normal cor es need to be explained”; see also J.M.S. Careless, “Limited
Identities ~ Ten Years La ry no. 1 (1981) <http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/01/

limitedidentities.shtm]> ( 2009).
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