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A In mnny par;:s o! N

!j.rg Night ‘is sti.!.l. a stmﬁu nd i

o hood:—groups of nduleacents. Bach of these ahnxa co-mn

wh.i.uh .\ncluﬁo phyniq-spati.al ).ocnr..ion of

snciu—aputi.al J.ndntian of the f.'l.re, pnrt ipatinn _-

q_l:l.e_ctmg materials, and represa_:_:ta_ticm of every-

. qulu di!!arm{:. : Zn thn £m1r mnts trl' mavunam: is .
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He was "n teady hand. at\adunati_ng me - B:orcug‘hly on th,c

_'_tapic. telling me many personﬁl axper.i.ence uu‘rativea con-

-n.videut‘épe'caﬁéra.. Because ui my kezn 1nterest m




.\.or,\ in Hewfnundlund N

eap 1nvoli!eménﬁ in the bénfire '-r_rad_{-. :

. The remﬂ.ts of the 19?? andea\mur




boﬁt'lré'célﬁratioﬁ. \ 1 was 1n£ormed. in the spring ‘of "
: 980 that I had - raceiﬂ?ed the g:ant for’ the proje:t. -
Du:ing t.his :lm-:,*—in bba mids: of sta:chi.ng er a theus

is would hl Ldul




when deterlnj,ning huw and wher:e to qo about doing a thorough

documanution: and. o£ coursa. all o!’ them pointed"tward
- .
1 B:igns as a favonzable place of tesenxch. i

‘interval. ' This _vi's._i'.;t' was essgn




'rhese .f.nquuries gave “me. th. pgrfcl:t opportun.ity to coumnf.-
. cmte my pro)ect to then. and tha: I wau.‘l.d ke in B.rigus

pqriod,ica.‘l.il.y for l;'ha na:t two. mo:ﬂ;hs\ : There were ‘a numbet

- havmg taken pnrt in the- 1977 bmnf;re ce’lehru:ion.- “In .

'paz icular. t:hera was-a yo g fellow: nan:ad nodney nercer,

- of c.luldren L m.duxi.ng that \uuit whom I rm:ognizad frnm N




. The:e vere, of cour!e. cartnin l.i.tlitntions of this medium 13
thu:t 1 mcogh.i.ud t.‘mm prev!.ouu amrimca,. as well as scme

\‘.-.hat. 1 would. bacm auare n:f‘ .in l:.‘.he process‘ of uu.irlq the

. mving calner,a d.ur:‘.ng"thil pa:ticu;ar fn].duork p:o;cot. :" .
: ?i:st of all. E'l‘v eould ow;y J.epd. nIe the ipmnt-a_nd a )




e, landscape‘ 'l‘llese helpe'a w uapture vuruh].ea nuch 8! ‘nouu e

.Edaﬂgn, zmlda, 3
o :I'.n dditio:\.

'_uking nmd
ofteriaided

'ch‘:me asa G-I .M-ml 1 a




. reg 'dinq thé ‘nintory of B:iqlls.

Jiupeﬂ: Bartlel:t, a mnn I had kmwm .E):m ea:lier : ,'

-v.isit‘.‘s to Brig-ua, hwk me axaund tJle village one day and
7 .introducsd. me. t:o !ou‘: huuseholds o! oldﬂ: penple‘ 5 ltta:
ham whm 1 was thcro ioh ‘and uksd.

3 introductic s, I tal 1

4 .
tdlk' and tape record;them about t.he

.mmj.uir.m to zeturn

nl cach cnsi I.

: .honﬂm celabrati.om at a ‘.latc: -dato

alab:atum., In l:hx

.-informt!.nn ranrding ﬂ!e
; ook fxeldnoee'{; by' nd.

o£ the Sormmu; i"u as wel:l. as ohu:v; the present—

o L3
day ictiv{ties of tha uhll.d:an..' I had even mnsidurad

!.ntewiwi.ns u&‘n vldeote@—e.- but tho uuggas:.ion o -thh:







bnt u“, .tn sm ua;rs. simll.ar to “the Hallwe en tradltl.cm

whara I g:ew up. m:nwin,g this ccmnecti.cm halpad, t.c aat a

oumen g:ound and a.'l.so"ha:l.: d to cpon the d.ocu,' o discun-

: aionx ccmbnminq t more diaruptive nnﬂ m.!.schievoua

. to anw them thc eap. or" ] au q;ues‘- ¢







) c.-cncerna, tnoac nixty pxo\r.i.daa na with rich .datails zega:d—

) ing the .arigun ttﬁdition. mth this i.n.!'omt!.on I wns w '

i ah e tQ inqui:a Eurthar i.ntn apecifica of the traa:bt.ion.

'l‘ho anw..:s a:l'.so ga\ro e thg k.ind. o.! !.nfomation necessqry

l:u p{’ﬂpa.re a llentnl. map. uf where the d.l.fferent bnnfi.reu

. were 1:Lkely to be xit.ua ud this yaa -1 t.blt I euula deter-
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'l

. twn with the ch11d:en, proveﬂ much re u.aeful

l.tlas of us!.m; t‘h& tapa :aco:deru

caus.ing self- conmiousneu

ckly_ :esn:;tgd .go p_en i =
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.génsideration to ‘the Bunker's Hill neighbourhood-group

~and, £ e ‘Hi:l:k{nnon- family ‘stages of dé\'fg;l.omerit th_;;n' to_

any Df the athers. This was ‘@ite to™the 'fact" that I'knew,
'nd had’a goad. rnppo:f. wi.tll both :espactive clusters o!

ire lve.nt that I !olt r.hay uoul.d bc

repres ;i;&t.i.ir_e.l Tharafcre' tha next Euw 4 ys d.nr.: wd.aﬂ k




s ' :" L. AT

R . While r_he fllmlng uaa ~gn:mq om I alan took a number
'--c! photogrep]ls sand- jottnd. nous down .i. ny pad. concernl.ng

camnhs mda

b art:j.cipnnts and hystnndeta, or Bequencea
'_ ni{ q\nen_ts q_oing rm and related features, e

e of both No fifth and the after-

:eturnad to st. John's o\mx.'].onded




1 e . .
e - , - : 18 -
o -I. carried ;_hi.‘n‘ out ia _uever_al_ws and i'gimd. numeruuls use=—
) r_eg:_mrc'ais_. As 'I-'pa_:i_c;fl'y. menl:io.n.ed above, - I ‘utilized
" the MUNFLA .c'oll;éctl‘..o'n'.- ua‘l;;:‘hing thfough bBth. the Custom
.nnﬂ Bell..ief lndex' and the‘calandu Custom 1ndex. The :
s 'ia:l. gather\ed the:q, coup:l.ed with: w qmsticnmir-s

3 gaVB me a great deal u! cumparative uterj,ul wir.h nhich

E to ‘cor t: t ‘the’ »t::aflti.ons in B:.i.gus
_——'/- ;




; ¢ . 11y; a scheme for the thesis began to

E e-o:ge. uh!.r.'il .f.m:ludeﬂ & section on the mwun.itr of

X -n:l.gus: a mtancu background to the fire' festival; a
'.detailed ethnngraphy o£ the 1980 B:‘iguu celehrar_iotn. and a
. '._'.sf.'mbolic analysis of it. " R . - I -

. In both th; comunity lttt.i.hg suction and the et‘hmg-

:aphy sec '.i.owl, I documented a.nd conaolidated some ot the :

John Collier, Jr., Visual Anthropel
48 a Résearch Method: mw or] 5




in ana said she haa besn looking through my photographs

ear:l.ur. She told |_me they were very good and exclaimed
—

e that!“had.' """in__ ‘r.ugl. ndon ammmtnﬁ

' J.Mt.l_on in t:ha stills. she said that she’ thnught the *
photo: aptly con\reyea the mood" of the cnleb‘ratian.
Hith t_hla ‘remark, and h@vi.nq Just 1 n ac:oal co.'l. liex's

mwue:;t.— 'm ke:.r to 1ts Ithe ﬂl‘lm:ogﬂph sl r‘i.:luwss is ."_' |
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- Puzzling owver this t'urther; ‘in an endeavour to find

a yat duapsr significance, I recalled a section in ¥

oolld.a: s bwic in which he d:mcnsnlad phouogmphy ].n rela-

tion to socul dyn.mlca! R .
. .

“The- photog'raplw of sccial actions leads

- us into a rich area of non-vérbdl research. '
A considerable vartety of reliable evidence
can be read from p}wtogrnpha of social
scenes, for we find ‘in them the complex ..~
‘dimensions of social structire , e.-ultun.l
“identity, -and paychological expresa:
Pictures.of’ people mingling offer us’ y
| _opportunities, !q: ‘measuring, guallfying,
* and. comparing; but - these'measurement
- go furtna and tielp define the -very.

‘...

u}.sng botn ni.sf.o:.i.cal and ennt.mpn»
'z‘l}se cn-lnmtivns permit a ﬂeeper e




. hackg:ound (.Chapte: II? 13 juqt!.ﬂed. ﬁor J.t m‘ov!.d.el the
. f;mo’rk from ul;:j_:::h I:Ilis celebxatlan euerg s. I set.
oundat!.an to:r: Lhe und.n:s\t.m!fmg of th -

'_ ) uqthar pnrtinan :
Z_celmatjm by dich:uani.nq the ﬂ.re festival: t.raditiou !rm

_ which_Bonfire ight ‘has uavempén Chapter
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- THE " C.O)IWNI{I.‘Y EB'I‘T].'NG

i jut a hollow between twa 1115
really use you- get the hills on the
S south’ side‘ “and"the hills, on the north - .

. s’ e;lt.ire namp vhen it'is kna\wn
oply their £irst name ie
















suson oach o! the thru ponds is qftan tha stage !or a -
!.i\rely qame pf ice hockey or a \-ora sedate ice-skat‘inq

pa:ty. In‘tne sumr. each s.wu u a ntti.ng !or th&t

'l‘here are ﬁ.m two streams that trnveﬂe thﬂ tmm. ,both -of. -

a,

'ute'waterfront, at- t.he head of Bti.gus !ay.?
B:_lgm? i.s a t.uwn of: approxinately ui.ne humlred

L n miles as the ‘erow flres,”

Kl

ualon ry !’avou:ibs male aduiescimt pastimm l..\nc-ﬂs‘.hing. -

sonrlgu - resi-




Lo 2'9

tmn:.iat t‘ :oads hring l}.ttle_

own Ls- nmm 1or.-al).y as "r.he M:Ln romi. _; Bxcep far ths










‘Map 3. ' Areas’of physical ‘space

" by their residents







U —

Ratley Row, usually the accepted version
of why it is called that,-it is sort of
-, a rockety rickety road, and you were
i rattling up there with.a horse and cart.
. o~ Mow Irish Town, well I suppose that
1. ‘should have been named because many of
. ‘the families who settled there were from

) I:el‘and

Thn:e is a mt.i.l:cablo differe in -archits 1

1 _.'!om nnd ottlmn: pat:m bemen the old cl.u.ete:ed

!.n thls a:ea a:e 'of tradltional Newfound!.an,d design. .
-_si.m,ilar to t.he nineteenth century N’w Bnglaud style. 'I‘hay

are qenerally twa storey the g!uund ﬂwr cunaiating of

g twu large ruqma, a hull nd - suirs. tha secund fluor of

ﬁu and aumet.f.lnes l-_hree bed:roums.’_’ All uf ﬂlesn d}nhﬂs are
vooden canﬁtruct_ion, deqorated with green or b.‘m k

alated- ropfs. : 'l'ha njori:ty of \‘:.hem ‘are painte& white. e

tifac:ts and’
ni_._ve_r_s ity




always a small vegetable garden plot, and to the side of -_
this, ‘an outhui.ld.{.nq Auch as a root caellar or a barn.
Framing a.'l.l o! these is a hand—nada uoods.n fance, which

" usually zig zags around the outside of the buildings,
gax!iens, and ou\er accouterments that are the individual's
pe:sonal p:cparty . ’ .

", 'rhn neua: area is much more spusely popul;lted am

ment alunq tlw mu!.n road at thn cntnnct to thee mm"

Their design i.s o! the :ontmporary mnc hunga' aw\ styla.

tmich was introdu::sd 'th— newfeundland J.n the lnid-.'l.sﬁo's‘

These aze gmerally nm; storey rathur than twu tho t\yo )
mjor rocms aerve ag parlor auad kitchen, while tha i‘est of
“the. Imuue is divided up:mto mll bedxoms-s- The houses -

° are uBually a conblnntlon ot’ ‘wood and brick or wood and

il 'I'! o stone. . In spite of their bright bolou.rs, ‘these .hcusas 1lock -

L' B .uolal-_ed and e.xposeﬁ m uormpansan to t.l\e c.‘l.ose lcnit

'i's "mn:e Dpen. These houses a:e bui.lt in a :1hbqn dm.lnp--'




tM day and evening the 'bun!ecbiona:.{ea eamiau:{ are

_seanea of humem traffic eongesuon‘ . buring the day the

women of the com-unity, ‘or tha children sm}é by their
are inside buying the day's groaénes and

‘mothers,
\
In. the ewn.inq v

-"ciutting'up .with whoever else; is there.)

.a!ui" hours, thsa places aré 'tractitl.onal.].y , ular

'bqngouts“ for uw ado.'l.ewc nts. . "rhere are cef:ain
-ck'srtom or

ia I[isoock's iiah pl%-nt- .:"l‘ha plnnt

'.houning n pemnant staﬂ o£ t\nant.y ‘men a one woman ,

36

L it}t, both S
1: fact that e

amploys a ln:ga parcem:.nge of the toim* ‘s u@rking force, . . -




LA - Lte e . N 37
dramatically atup a In].l o\-’erlaok.ing the bay on one side,’
‘and th_a mumg areas on_'tha m:r_\er. Some people say that

. 3 ‘L . .
‘they wege hui.it; side by side to keep one amtbnr company o

while 100Ig1:ié' aftsr thei.i:- respective eon'gr'eg:at.lons,‘ Bctl.\
| SR A

" at home aid. at séa.” . o







20 it t 111 wh:u:h tlla Bon!i:a

r.ory fishcry. - 'l:,he shipn sailad. to Neuioundl d :.n the
.spr.ing ‘of t‘.ha :ren, pnpﬁecul:ed the Habars during the
sume: mth'_' and 'm; rned to, their malms m the tau
!uth theu: ;.atches tu be put on the ma:ket. iigina.l,ly
!.lsh.i.ng vassels Em Englhnd ?:am:e.. Port.uqal vand Spam
Pranl:a'and. Bngl.and
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‘At Cupida, in a cove in one - of the lang,
_narrow minor ts on its

shqn, had.been the site, in 1610, of = =
Newfoundland's first formal and: pérmanent
plnntatim, that of the London and Bristol.
Company. = By the end of the ceptury, there =
—were, to thé north and south of it, almost Lo
do: Q other, foci of - !’ishi q ncl::‘.vity. ’ o

C..Grant Head/ .-Big%tmmth Cantg{ Newfoundland: -A -
Perspective '1‘_0;01_1___0_:. .-".."-C el & stewar_t.'.__

re!ars to.a pers who majntain‘ad
t.ha dual :ale -as ‘local. merchant;‘ in the. community, and as

;  Originally. they t.oc, -
did: som oi the £1sh.{1|g’, ‘but gradually tHey left that
X setvanta." whu were hired lp.




.._“'. v ami inho tlla

ere aumemns raids by ‘the Franch ‘on

: ‘s'év‘éral ‘of the 'mtern -newfcunﬂland c&lmmnitie! rmri.hg
3 ane such xaid abbé Baudoia made the follwing entrx 1nto K
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Btataa ‘that the Brigua plnnters, anticipating Such attacks

¥ . I had Bhrawdl'_! bu:.].t their heuaua among' the w\dodi, hut .

.. the' hnrking Of ‘a dog btonght them [I:he E‘:en:h] back'anﬂ Lo

_they burned dwm the w‘.hole p}.lﬂ:e."_‘."_E Eremll hgrassme:nt o

iunu‘sqrip:. ivaj.labls at uamorial Ur vm.-sity of New £ound="
land, -Centre for Newfoundland stud.l‘.'p -

- Economiec Pnpars‘ No.-
Inutitur.a of. soeial nnd Economic




o1’(:»\': a more datal‘.].ed dccount.of the independ.ent

rchants see. David Leamon, "Brigus" (Unpublished Manu~
uripg. Available at St. John's: - Memorial Unive:sir.y
N fauml‘lanti. M.uri:mc .l.sl:ory oup, B. 28, n,ds) s

Pisl:,smen, nnntei:s o
n Christmas Mumming in Newfound-
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) 'l'he vj.llnge continued. to grw thmug‘hont the ni.mr- o : e
.anth.eentnry. and by 1836 the populaga.un hani r.\aen to )
]1& ﬁit.h 223 dwell.ing huuses, 81 fial‘ll.i.ng boata and 183
rvants. _-

By 1874 Brxgus ' Had reﬂchad its paak i‘-_pcpuln-

: a.nd. the'1880's, Yes b'y,' said 1‘om Robe:l:s, 'in thnse




i
. _praaperi.ty. mhis was ‘!.ue to two !aétors"-

wm'u a'deep ,-’f :
_and: prc ected harhcur, nriqnu att:ncted many cnptains. to

use the mr\res 2s a m base, -and t;he emergence of depand-
- .able. ac?venturem Tien svich aa wullam ! na'

.lnd Ahrau. and ﬁlllj.am Enrt.lett uho encau:a,ged the Melop o

mouth,.its high. lands and deep waters

‘right next ito the cliff gave the ice no’
charice- to Hold oh when the westerly. wind -

‘blew -and ‘therefore the craft found their

- way -out much mare:easily than from:other
harbours in the* hay like Harbour Grace °

‘and’ Bay Roberts. - Many state8 that it was

.. the advantage of the harbour that gave

‘ Brigus all: the success, but it was really” 38

‘the stmuous activity o! thc s!ii.p-nuners.

,pr33: 'l'haze the'aeal and eod
tﬁnnal th-lt had apecifically

i'shed. ‘Manuseript. ﬁvanabla at; ‘St.. John's:
Memorial’ University of mwtomdl.mui' _rith’be Biatory
5 .

.', John mmnm '




' warabouses’ on the. oéher side of the hill. The aai:tlatt
“name gzadua].ly became syﬁonwous with the newf.cundlam
saal tisher:r, and these captn‘.ml brought much fame and

g _glcry to. t_he tou'n. A pnpula: J.ocnl poan &'xembl.ifi.ea this-

-..ntigus the hma ot the aenlv :'

'J.‘he mir\,industrles

nstmcticn, and the mnufacture L'l

§ san I.mson, "Tha ?ishinq xconrmy of Bg‘igus Noxth"
(Unpuhllshed Hanuscxip . Available at ‘g Hmor,ia.‘l'
-chive, n.d.l




P o : f a7

: and tradesme bhirty—aaven mechanics and craftu— i
3y -

. men, and tmty-m engaged in office or shop mrk.

This increased econcmiq activitf, in t.urn, cra:ur.ed a

_nunher :?f uoc:ia.‘l chnnges These inelliﬂed a more diversi-

ttesd.-aociety, b ing f:om venlthg captains, to protes- )




wheelwright fixing a cart; and yes:the -
cooper, and just all manner of.ws to,
. till -tl'm u\hol.e 'plaqg Hith.hu_atle_-.

a8

Bnt :huugh thu was a developing period of joh ﬂlvarslw- -




49 ' ‘ =

merchiants andltfadars.tc be two.“ Thaae ‘were drnatm
' changes mp&red to anly ten years earl.ier.
B.‘n‘.gul. whlch had boutad forty vasaéls go.f.ng to the
.ice in tha :I.atu 1840'3, sent out only four in 18?8. "With

" the decline at the sa;l.ing f.leet nany of our misters went
o

n cha D ateame' wned by Se. -:I'nhn's’ md ﬂarbaur Grace

nrly the ‘who tfade of “Brigus Has .
been removed to'St. John's and an‘hcmr
l.arge me:cantile .firm .

its mcludad' the huuding

' t-'ha opening- up of loggl.ng’
1nitially at Gram! l',ans and

.imdnst;r es and paper nllls,

Later at Conm Brocki and the axplo.i.tatlr:m of min.’mg, both

an Be].l Ialand and at B _'

ans. Po: th_: fx:s: tma in’ 1tx - '-._

- histaz,‘y, mploynant tatally \moonnsr:ted wit.h t‘he ea vas
aut, whue, .

pcssible lar a eonsidernhla mmber of peopla.

J.H.
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50
pe.riudical‘.l,y ra\rerting ta such wcr:k in the .off-season, )

- B:igua men contimud to tu:n to - the £ishlry. As Rich chlar.
remukcd, "Me’ 2athq: u'd go to ‘Buchans .i.n the vinter mnths

: to pick up some axtz‘a lork xae, hu: ha'd' all'ys be back fm' .

3 S and - a ‘lot of
money’ gaot; - :I.n-cimulltion mxyhody
thiwgs c.hanign A1




g ah, wt Md ‘o, giva up tishing, R
- couldn't make a living on it anxmore. )
Wheri we, the last sumer -we fished we.
: “$1.60 for a hundfed ‘and twelve. '

-‘pounds. of ' £ish., ‘Mow you go to'the.
supermarket and- pay over-two- dollars
a po\:l.\:(l2 we ;lust. could.n't sta:nd np




et R T AL i : - i, s

: .L C ‘Pmoss af uhanga, all of the roads .in tJ!e l::unmml.t.]r ara
R

~ nuv pwed, werymn laas alactricity, most mwe p’lmblng. s )

‘_Huat apparent. is the end.of the age nf
\§he fisherman, hunter, planter. ang n

it:  the repl +iw + of an
econcmy dependent on the sea to one |, A
| t .on -the land; and the change . .

£ a‘traditional preindustrial adc}.aty
*  .to an increasingly urbanized, industri.al
and ‘congumer aoc:.el:y.“ |
; d f L

 This cencury has wltnessad nr!.gus i.n a continual.

nnd a gnod. 3 havu telept and telavisim ‘But’

) tm: mny,

lap!.:e to move -to pl.acas ‘that offer more modem ‘J.itestyl.u.... ’

Evidenct of dapapulttion and the decline’ cf afﬂumcc v .
-

heseep hro the aity.  Around In.nex
Pond. the.ra nxists a 1egaz:y’nf ‘vac:ant smres nnd open lmd

where the:o was once a trmmm amount of craftmn

nr.-tiv.il-_y. In the'.Emg uush area there is a de.serted valley- .

v}wﬂ previously ‘a whole

an of t_he 1 ity _U.ved.

: At preseni:, £he general tendency of the young 15 to-
'iia\re B'.rigu.s to pu:sut psmmnt war-—ronnd u\ploymnu !.‘n
I.nhcn:lor or on the~ nﬁinland, or to ltt.and trade school or’ )
i unlversiby, am: then :I.ater move on to citias that o!ttr

hnttur unplmanh oppml-.nnitlea. -l'n: r.lwse who ha\ne

Imulad,\ a small pe!t:a'ntnge are iul..'l.-t!.m. ﬂ.shcmn, ‘some. -

erk in ths local nms. at “the’ uhoo.la as tuachars, on -

gnvermant-rnnded mld crews, with tha pmr l:omiss.iom

t.heue convnn:.onc.l art not omugh, ‘and t-hey L

™




LI e —— . o e .

‘. and ‘the hrgear. pezcsnt, at’ tlua fish- plan . 'l‘ha’ rest of

tlin :I.nbour force nmmur.e an ¥ to st. .:rclm s or other c'mi-.

‘lerci.a.‘l. centres tor wrl:. But those that cont.lnue s te;?i.-.d.e'.'.

- dn the cmun!.t:r.- whtthcr ther work w.i.l-.hi'n tha :wn ‘o )
ucmute elsewhere, and wbatever l‘_lle.ir neans of 11veli.hood.- .

3 havn retninad. to va:ying degreen. aspeots o! the!.r tradi.-
-t!.umu. Imn‘.uge.. - "

Oh my, t.hia was' a buur time of yanx
for us. "Me brother and me sel!.

. always went down, axul we' usqd {
a man with us see. * And we'd be’ drngging
p .j\i:t about wm:y day. .
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- . . R mlh‘nnea, ketosene. and. clot-h. As both ipcome and cash
o : nee.dn for th. .!miliu were J.ow, mne'y was ruelr mm and

\ orsd..i.t \l.i.th tha merchant took .its place. T}nu relatiénsh}.p

was ﬂu:thar a;zangthaned hy other services prwided by the =
lne:ch.nnt. nuch as - aav.ining the fmiues regardl.ng wills,
) dee(‘-S. gwwmmt :sguntions,and aducation 46 f'

In ad.ditinn tc iiahing, l:he péupl.e n_lsu cnltivated

"a. bou_ua:;.. uuantibies of‘\zouu berries, ‘such-as

Fo: mm infutmahmn cumarlung tha relntu:mnhip .
see John Szwed, Private Cul tures:
sonal Re.'lati.ons

1966) , pp. 41-43; and Wilfred War hm, Intm
Kord Baater ~_Reminiscences of a-
- Fi ation ty Studles

Butler Lsr. .Tohn'a: lienoria.‘l. u’nivers!.tr o!’ Ncwtoundland
1915:, PR~ :l.-za. ] . I'

" to ‘designate tlle
16t of cultlvated lnnd where vege ab:l.as ar gmn.,

nauewnull- .




Uhmmn wu].ddomho! tha.mrk e
ens and then you'd ‘do a'bit of farming. -
y'd all, the cattle to tend to: .- Hman .
wuldL 4o it all, and the cleanlng and

baki.ng too y .

< You'd hn: he o‘:l.a wp.lnm.nq wheel and
_that would be humming. - 'You could. helr .
“it Gut on: the road. . You'd:have to card’
it Toll . 11:,, wash - it.  Yes ‘eould "
make i better than the machines.. They
-were crackerjacks.  Used to knit all the . .
: mits and - glwes -and the mks and mntsn
and evsn thﬁ ﬂ:am the Mn.sn .




Tee game nur.-h as. moose, rabbit ,and. gmae

In l‘.ha m:‘.dat Df th:l.s wrk a{:tivity thera wns a good

d.ea]. of coopérutjcn. ami xll‘h:ed effcrh on:en th.ts was. done,

in an indimct wuy and involveﬁ a sense of :ecipml:y. ’

R It rou were go!.xig to .lhingle tha toci
of your: house for instance in the apring
- ‘of the ypar, all you Had- to do was’ say ¥

© 'I got to shingle my louse tomorrew,' =
. and you'd ‘start and the men would come
. and -help yo.. And all you ‘had to do. was:
stand and look at. them. You know they
would start in and-do the job, thats '
all there was to.it see.  And then maybe -
if one of those men were bqu.'l.!.ng a_ boat
. up, just say the'word and there we'd be,
_-men ‘enough there to tg§e t.he bnat and
hr.ing it up t.ha h!.l.l )

vls'.i,_t', pazticularly in the mni.bg mn wost o! tlll .

:ammer when \ie lived in t.hz ulder i
houna, we- used to have to go. up to tlle




e

e xcmnd, eve:rybcdy wnu]d < 3 .
ﬂne time we had a huu.seful e'vaty night.

hase 'thnes" aerved as a meaus of mtertalmnt, and

afto:ded peop:l.e :he bpportun!.ty to mix, to gussip. tn :
t:ans-tl: lo::nl. and wnrl& news, and i.n thu pu:ocnu. to ueab-
“lish and r&in{orco !’r.l.endsh.lps. e '.' =

paper t:oithsm. . Or maype some of the
. erackerjack  story tellers would give .,

.8 yarn, oh about a ghost, that' by the
end of it would make the pecple visit- .
. ing half afraid to walk home.._
a good time; it was a t.tn:é of c].osaneaa
-and good iaellng.s" :

'J.‘l:ese ‘were J.m d tprwatd to .

pecu-‘li.nr to upecifi:: Baancms‘




tm ml:#rs, “and thw ﬂig ‘_!.It all, |||

adults were: not anm P toae T .,

. Mnging Ti.wu

Experi.cnc.ing nt.ig'us today.. it is. zondlng.y appuren!; t.hat
ths crumge in tM aounomy has nltexad other aapncts oé :I.i.fe- -
'l‘he fomer mnual cyole of wnx‘kJ' and :I.e.l.sure was

tmr.-a patuazned f.m-.o a :mlim: ax\d sbahii ing routi.m.s-ﬁ_ i

But-_ 'with i'_he maificntiun af uﬁ.s« the uhnred uc:r.—upat.lo;ml

structurea tho l:an:ra]. position oE :Ila church n comun.f.ty

and ncc:ml and Emilial J.ntardupendam::e 'hnvu beau

'hava bcan altered, and .'m

ticmnl c.ha:acte:lsbxcn that .‘mnm :aminad and bsun_

im:orporated .into the “changing timaa, wh:l.le nnly a few
ave' vanuhod complttoly. pra 0T

m'r .infumtion conce:ninr ayulioal/ueasona.‘l.
npnrl-. life see-Chart 4 in James| C. Faris, Cat

n-v wil!. com- e 2




) N ocated, can aa\aily £find l-.mai: wey mund in t.hs woodu. and A

Eo'n}iumption. 'rhough none. oi f.haaa activities is :nrrisﬂ

7 to tha sxunt that it use ﬂ to’ be, thera is sull evi-v- ) oy

dlml:e ot a eontinuing senae af Emilurity u.i.t.h ths natuznl

aswirw\ment and. traditional :echnioa.‘l. skll.'l,s 1‘hs c:hj:].d:un

lmow exmtly whare all tha haak bnrxy Rn‘.'k.ing amaa are )

w]..'l. \rtnod in- ths ﬂna artu af jigging ood. and. chopping ;

Poop:l.e s:’.i!.‘.l. g.ive a' hand. you I:nw. ow .
I was working on the house the other day
and.a neighbour came hy, a.nd. hefcra I
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Slwlﬂ‘ dis!ppea 3‘ng are.:hr. mom informal and casual

) _.occasi.uns q.i.ka hﬁa hou»e vis.its. :

'Peopl.e just don't: v.ilut‘.
an:.nmre,"'is a compla.i.n: ulton heard. in- Brd.gus today.
3 f.ne,l jnr.a:rpret.atmm places mu:h of the’ h.‘lne on “the "
: .proson,ce of mss madia, N -'_\ . W,
: ..' . ..‘;_'_.
nn’:‘i. nw thau '8 no one visits:: I dan t /
- know, I think coming up. with the rag&o !
i 3nd_ ev lion c.hnnged a11 of that : :

ation is Bon!!.re n.tg‘ht. -'l‘hlsf aleb:p J,on is

théI tFaditd.DnB.‘; acti\rltx, b\lt tha
adt that they axze- !ading id certainly symptol -

ﬁ?er concerns. - The reasons: 'for ‘these social changas
are very complicated and.have not yet ’bsen ddcumtad
fully by soc social’ Boi.ent.l.sts




if not.all ‘of tha noc.-d.atiu of the -
1ly set aside partiohs of.
'.I‘ nts

£ X
'o: !m one: stage of- 1ife to anothar{ the:r
anniversaries or historical events
r symbolic reenactments of -events
e.life of a religious leader or the |
s !oundor of; n-:ll.cty. ‘They may ‘be moments
set- aside or ocoasions. for _communal wrk,
with inqting and, pl.a)r added.1 * : a
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[{hex.mmannn with specific reference 1:.o| man's propensity
. to use fir’e as a'mtaplwi:: its presence ns' éuch' in festi-
.\ra:I.s _through time, with a uml{:entrnt.iun on those cela— i
h:ateﬂ in the fallj the expression o.t' this in tha Engush .
. Guy Fawkes t:ac‘l.ttionr and.. ita anbuquunt\m!.!ostatlon in

foul T:nnd as ﬂ:a b fifr_h *bonfire celebration.”

Fife u-'-nety' hﬂr.’

To the- imagi nation, fi ]
separable datum of -experience: = if 3
. ‘already linked by analogy and idertity
.with a dozen other aspects of .e:por'iencc..
l:tu helt is, ana.‘l.ognus ‘to' the internal’
5 1" 'as. warm-blooded animals;
its: .il.i.cker!.ng movement is analogous. to.
v.lul.l.t;]r: its flames are pha].ilcl symbols
Ats” trnnsfoming s. analogous
u.rgaE on. ' These unu ‘of "analogy are
80 ‘adhesiv that they sprud ull OVer, the
'.univarsa- ¥




Al
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- Perhaps the two mo;lt familiar cha:il:terlar_lcs_c} _ﬂrle
_are its ability to create and destroy. pnynicaily. it can'._
..'-'sp'o'ntanecmsly énd x‘apidly reproduce , g'xwing.f:m a.minut.

~spark to a raging blaze let;\,mtapm:.icany, this can’

:ap:ssent the pmoeu of birth nnd grmrth I.t ca.n-al.w .

deumy, by dlspos.{nq of unwanted waue muterials auch

old fumitm:e or nanhm waads . But unecmtroued. it can -

LA lxquid. -

e in ths

i or' mssmb).nnce. For detailed. di,cuun.i:ms a! fire s Lan’
-archetype ylmol sée Gaston Bachelard-The: alysis.

“wersity Press, elwright Metaphor and Realit:
{alomingt;m: :nd;ana dn.i\nauity ?teaa, IEE','S 5

of Fire; Philip Wheélwright The Burning Fountains Eady .
-In the Lan of 11sm_ (Bloomdngton: Indiana Uni- .




- . . . f K
M{ a natural ala-ent fire aerM/lk:th to gi\ru o%m!’ort
. and to cauu pqin. It .I.l a snurce at hent, pmi.d.i.ng ;
\nmth vhtn om is oﬂld. ‘1t .Ll a:l.w a _uourca.nt light;
pt‘oducing v.l.aihi!.ify and c-l.ard.ty. .so.too.. it':'an .cauat.a -~

phynical pain, when l-_he heat geta too, atmng or thn 1.iqht
m hrj.gm-.. — ¥

Pira can also

—

L 1 o 'l‘he ug&:.lo’r/ _.
ot' -ﬂn .i.s itn physica]. pramca. CIt

‘. carmot bﬂ Ig‘norad;
y belng fult ‘or seen; -




. ) ) gosng out by g'nlar msuzee 4 5 1_

As well aa axmlifying t.ha cunceptn ot cunl-.inuitr o

s and =1 g.. nnrac:l.itus !’clt that £ illuuatad d.i!!’e.ﬂmt

»ph,uas of lmnan lifer pari.od.a of crnving nmi. periqu of

saunty Ha i‘alt. that mn was not a hmgannun bei.nq h\lt. -

rathsr. thnt ha wem: thmugh t.i.men of ymrn.ing', nnd. m& el A i
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.th,e p\:.ieat of Nani. but grnﬂuall.y da\relaped 1nto an: .elabo-" '_
rate axploratl.on of the relationship hepuen man and nature . i
'_ 1:1 p:.im!.ti.vs' soc.iat.l.es.? What evolved was a. 1

i te:xt N\hich l.m:.lu,d.ea a detaj.led dlscusnmn of the devalop—
ment of fire- !’asr.hrnls, particularly thow :e].eb:ateﬂ in,

: H
'B\u:apenn tradll:inn.a :[n l:be l.ntrod.uctlon to thnt nect!.on,

Prue.rwrote.- g

Al:l. wer I:urope the peauants have been .
accustomed 'from time. immemorial to. | )
.k.l.nﬂ].e bonfires. qn: certain days* cf. the ‘9 .
yu:, and w d.nnce rwnd— ‘or leap we.r: thﬂl -

. ,-.

P P:azer a:gued that eax'.l.y mn i.ngerpteted fire i:l tm Hari- L i
<ods a life force/ml as a disinfectant.. The. life force . R
- ~pmperty dewel.oped fm t.he alament's !.nmte ahilfw 1-.o

gxaw and apreaﬂ. :l‘lu.s in turn, rraze.t: manmed, was whar.l .

* man connected t.hrnugh .imit.ative mgic with the pcvuur of ol

2 S 7'1.‘0 ﬁetts: und.urstand. Erazu: 8 t:ain of Ehoughb.
must have a-knowledge of the era in which he wrote. For
- an excellent discussion of this see Mary .Douglas, Iftro,,’

~The Illustrated Golden ‘Bou ll, by éir Janes Frazer, (Londom b
ﬁﬁira, I!'-"Gl- pp. 9-15. ol

- 8other w:ks have been uri::en on’ this top.u:. but
. their ‘focus is toward a more speciﬁ.:: gaoqraphical area.

. Bee R.U. Sayce, "The Seasonal Bonfires," The Mntgang

- shire l:ollectims 'l'he 'l‘ransactima of the ] ;
1 O & western European RIS O
N2 Tradition; See Alan Gailey, . "he ‘Bonfire in North Icish . o0 0
Tradition; " Folklore, 88(1977), pp. 3- 393 Venetia Newall.. . N T
"Two English Fire Festivals in-Relation-to ‘their Con- :
‘temporary Setting," Western Folklore,-31(1972)," 244-74; and

" 'Christina Hole, "Winter Bonfiges,” Folkl.o!ehﬂ[)%o}- s
pp. 217-27, for B:itish Islés trud!.tIan. : “

§ b
1
b

gS!.‘.' Jwes P:lzer, “The Gol.den Bo h
. Book League pt meri.ca T TT, P

(Nw York' -




‘the sun'to . prowote growth and vitality. Dra\ring-fmm )
'wnhem na:mhamit 8 sola: tlwory of fire in uhicn ns
i described l.t a8 a st!.mulant in the minds of um‘se who used.

. il: Frnzar mte. i

m tiree are magical ceremonies

‘ intended, on,the principle of imita- "

. tive magic, to insure a needful’ supply .
“of sunshine for man, animals, and plantd" - -
_ by kindling fires which mimic on earth .- . et
the Eut scurce of l.f.ght and haat in. tha i .
iky.

Prazs: explained the din‘.niec:nnt p:upe:ty in tema

| of € X 3 'I pur.i!" i thaory‘ Westemarch .
beIieved that £.I.=e was ewlayui as a ‘bleunsing m;ent to ;. .-

purifly both ;nan and h_.i.s Iu‘::oundings h}r consuml.ng nox:l.oqa

ed them. " Borre ng  from this'_, F Szer_'

:_ n’' in 1nt’ent.icm ohe:.ng 2o
up and, destxoy all harm- .

ula ; _g them, or negati\felyMuu‘oylng hhe dnngsmus-
- mants which eopard.l.zed them




i E‘raur p:opcsed that what e'volved thtough ti,me wera
'\ J;‘rmo major k.inds of ‘Ei:e feativa].s:/ the: occaslml and I‘.ha

'Hm _L i '_ 1 ﬂ.mn ha dascr.lbnd as thcue uhich

weta held. nt :.:ng‘u].a: !.nt.ervals o! the suson. One of d

d I:heae was: the "waed' -flre. whlch was_prepa.red whenevsr

wap mndexed.'mcesnr_v to d.i.sllpau smthirng \mﬂesirnble, b,

uch as the thxent of plgg oc: fanii.ne.

Oﬂier occas-imnl




AL 1 . . gy RNy -

B p Jmea c-oments upon th 'I dlose’ rélaticnah.i.p between )
ea:l:r m.n and nature, a:nd. :Lts nubsaguanr. exntass:on i.n th& N,

seasonnl !ashivgls' T S e e s . "

_all states and stages of ull:ui'e and types
of society extending from the upper Paleo-
- -‘lithic in prehistoric.times to the higher
.eivilizations of the ancienf Near East and =
the Greco-Roman world, with repercussions’.
on the su.baequent development of customs,- K
“ ¢ belief and behavior in the intervening. . . L.
. ages. ... . Everywhere and at all times s I
* the means of subsistence have been the : T
.- primary concern-and from this fund-uqental
.. reguirement. recurrent. ‘seasonal periodlc ety s
-~ festivals. haw sprung T ALt

winur Bolsticeﬂ: and ﬂmsh calsbratad at the- ter:es::la.‘l.

ﬂivisions, :Im haq.inning of aach o! éle ioux seascns,

E. 0. Jnmes, sgnsonnl E‘nl:s and. F sti
& Budsom, 1951] P Pe 15,

: 'rhe surmer and winter wlstice festival dates are-
June ty-first and twenty-!irlt :aspeetivelyt."
The four seasonal fire festival dates are Samhain,. ﬂ:;mber
- first; Imbolc, !'ehruazy firBt; Beltane, May first; & .t
I.ugnusa. August first.. These were all originally cele- , .
" brated among 4 pastoral people .whose major corcern apart
‘“fram themselves was for their M:ds of animals. In latez
. times as‘civilizations settled.and ‘became agriculturally’
otiented, they oontirmad to celebrate the feat.i.vala, unly
. the c:opl ‘alse becase a mjo: omern.




The. cne except.ton to th is the wlnter sqlstiu
th;-in Christian times, has developed
to the-ceremony 'of " the Yule log. .This celebﬂ'atio
characterized by its p:i.vacy and’ domesticity. ;A
razer points out, this may simply, be due: to the cold m
-in mch it occurs, q:end.er:l.mg a, public open’

" 15!'0: mre detai..l.ed diacuaslchs ‘of & one ‘of these

_see Frazer's. chapter "The Fire Pestival rnge

'!'lba Golden Bough, Pp. 610-11; E James. Seuao Faasts .
~Festivals, p p. 312519 and lkl;k.'e Mefﬂ, The Festival

. E Egﬁﬁaﬂ (mn io Oxford Univeraity ress,







ofthe'nhm:_

to imorpcrate the pagan rituals" o s.mhain. v

% '1_f phi:i'sti.aliit

sanctiﬂed the ‘pagan
‘season withi-n and fﬁnst-days.
it did not put\gut - Ita).lwa
" which-continued to, blaze upon’
hills and cairns until almost the end of
the nineteenth century ;. . the Hallow
fires were 1lit at duskypfor luck, for-
saining of the fields, for protection’

against the- fairies and witches who- had
taken the place of for otten an -
.spi:lta. and very: cutg.i 5“

sak.e of 'f

Bo:le, B:itl.sh Mjc-cuatms I.mﬂpn
insn;m 1975}; A A




.-it 'began to. take on a more )

-charactexistics . But in time ;i

su:u:l.ar natm with :hn snpn.tnutural an‘d nl.lgj.ous aspects )

-being releg‘itad to l:ha l;aekgxcu.nd ’ Hallma en evnm:uailf T

ac .ica:l. joked because,

becm a petiud fnr m!.scllief and p:
) as, ucllanan explai.ns it., tha mi%ief ccul&

when, its future 'food' snpply ‘is'in balance;
ynbo].ic acts’ intended- to enomn:mj . k
‘animals'ts bredd oxr plarits to grow have
thus been practiced- Ey hm-an soc.te{-.{.es
. from the. enrliest. times.

iment to:different environments and in. -
rgsﬁﬁnse to changea ‘in' the total culture
.- in many ihstances it would 'seefm
.the pagan ritual was t.ransfomed
into’ pura].y ‘secular ustitutj.cms, sur-
viving in the games, feasts, processions
stm apprupxuta to, cnrtuln ay:




fest!.val. wu:u‘ Latrhr at.taelmd tb t-.he' Eng ].sh Guy Ewkes
i trnﬂ..it.ion. X 'l'his ce.lehration d.eveluped gut of an incident

of "the his

led -account: 1 eve
Christina Hole,' "Guy, Fawkes Day," - ﬁ,nritish ru.u; tws,
- BA~86; ﬂnd. Lawrence Whistler English Paiti\rn%s 3
i 1947 7
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thj_s ti.ma and ‘such an occasion uppsa:l.ed toﬂrotestant senti-

Mﬂtﬁ.

. Evefy man.who hllpad to buuq a bunfj.re-
~‘on the villbge green, or on. some. local -

* -hill-tep, felt that in so doing he was
. somehow helping to destroy the dreaded . |
_pwa:ofkme, So too,: when he ‘made an
ceffigy of ‘Guy Fawkes_. . ', and threw. it

. - to the flames, he félt he.was striku-ug

a hlow fu: Englahﬁ and”™ freedom 22

cuy Pawkes Da:r i st :Li ent_[msusticall 'celob:aud in -

- Tk hns I.ong outlivdd t.he old !eu:s and <
- religious -animosities that gave it birthy,
‘and the fact that it flourishes today, ;
‘more ‘than- three centuries after the-
e\Raut, ::s almoah certa:mly ‘due to its

; 'wlﬁte:c aonfu:es, p- 219.

23Il; i.q curmtly l:alehrated th.mughmt th,a Eritluh
)es, and in:parts of Australia and Canada. 'l'here is. -
" -also-documentation in Dorothy’ Spicer Yearbook of mﬂm .
- Put:l.\rals {1954 5. :pt.. weltpo:b‘ Connec £z LEETW
*, v statlng thal: Em;.'l.ish ‘settlers brought’ the txad..i.tion

.Geoﬂ:ay m:n and ‘Hoel. r...‘m!d., A !eax ‘of ‘Festi\mln
A Gu.i.da to British Calendar Customs (I.om 7. Pr E rick . .

'rhe mnat cnntehpnrary anﬂ calplete stud.y -of “the

Iﬂtlsh Guy Fawkes celebration is Venetia.Newall's®

'Iwo English Fire Pesti.vals in Relation to.theix"
high she d‘iscnug's Ottery




¥
-havlng ahsorbed, ‘as ti.ue went -on, most
of the far older fire-and-mischief- @
" custcugg ‘that - r.i.gm:ly balcmq to. Hnllw—
o tide.

: Though 'the.:ra hés ‘been 'r'egional \ra':l.ét.ion’f't.h:ough timé, I
genaral],y speaking.ﬂn!nglish Gur Fa‘nes celebratiun Bt.ill

. The univa:sal moﬁe ol nbsem e th:cvugh ol
all parts: of .England is “the l' P
of a scarecrow figure in ‘such cast. habili-
-ments. as‘can be procured’ (the
_gene:ally paper-cap painted and knotted

" with'paper. stripes. in imitation. of 3
ribbons) parading’ it in-a chair through

~“.the streets, and at nightfall burning. it
. 'u.itll great solulmit n.a huge bonfixa 27

Should: ever be futgot._ i
“A stick and a stake-
* For King Georde's sake - K
-Holla, boys, .”Hnlla, make - the town :.lng-
Ho.un, hoyu \"hnll God




. donations evantuall.y ha:mq pacler.\ to. buy fitewurks a:nn".

crther uate.r' 15 for. tbe bonfixea.

'o!:ha m-‘relnted '\actlvitlas as. well. "Orn thi .

l'.-erea haa splenﬂid tmhliqht procensi

which.continue from dusk until nearly’

midnight, and there &re similar fire—

parades at, Bridqmter. Battle, Blenhr:. :
some o plmas




'at ‘Burford in nxforﬂsh.ire. “wo' auch .

: -.‘Mn:a!.s were sent hurtling' down the
.long steep High Street, at midnight,.
rolling and bounding downwards in .a
-, 'whirl of sparks and flame, -like two
. mll sun’s suddenly Eallm from the

th You' won
W= q—days cal.l!.m_i it
: _just &unﬂ.re u!.g'h ) a .31-"}’"3

hink: nrwbod,y ever hau -the

feeling that he is mllebnting any=
CBonfires are:




e are ‘who actunlly know a.nrthing 5
: Ll ut Guy - Fawkgg or the uriginat.i.on
L LT B the custon.

) ls kmwle!ge cf the deuils ofx the Gunﬁa;d
becha vague/
by

the once strcmq teli.q{wa al J.ﬂti@

diﬂntsh as u&ll. zmd people todmf

n aill.ng Nmam.ber f.lft:h celebratl'd.on 1 :
and. hava a; priva};e bnnﬂn




How as there were three’ qeqflgraphlcal
éctions. to the town of Spaniards
here. were three rival fa i
teenagers when it came to PRI
:/ ‘as Bonnie-fire night. id meant that :
: bn Rovember fifth ther w}‘lld bé. three
large fires in the mak ~.in the wast
the ‘boys would have their/ fire near-
. “the railway track, the bunch from the
‘. northern cove would have' their fire on |
the BT lshi].].,and 'wnnear the -
shore we would. have ocur fire on a Mqh
.hu1 up behind bu: hou_sc.3 ;

héi f/eltu:es af l:he -.elebrratmn

1 of the bdnfir.e I:mrm{.ng, th mcqmpa:jyi m::('.ivities,










I years-an

it has stayed up
ue@r I got clr.'l

nayescs.
- gill out’ it still went od, .-
11

u.ut wnbc.hing.




Ilwumbar fifth (Tahle lnglap 4). oI wﬂ.tnasspd

T two. o; theaa cloae:l.y ‘and the ot‘nnrs apozadiaauy and\t.o‘

: _vu_gyinq degreen. The t:wo_x"'

e the. -sm.n ..J.- '*__' ’

_)a:e SGPtem‘I:az and extemli.nq : to‘ili." '_ _' "r \‘1‘

i
re! apent

fur mynralf ior perj.odic 11v.ing aceomodatim beqinnin ;Ln

jents

he

nr.tng pxm\lous

t‘he differ: . bonfires
‘acases -m.‘l.tnmuily. ‘I was not- al.wnya nhle to foretell .
when scmething would happen, nor was I .able to be in
“ more than one place at one time to see events that wurp

. ‘happening among . different- gmup;, at the sameé time. Thsre-'

fore, what I-describe .I.s more of an overview, and though
it is not as mlete as I w :I.d llke. i.t sets tln scm
-nmle:heless. .

1y ‘and in- some:




Noithnastarh, atea-br. cou
-mnltr--'ﬁpily bank)rar.ﬂ

o senhh-mml l:n o
‘comEug, ity

€larks’ H.L'l_lknnf‘i.l'n

: —mmm:bood"mul-'
Ratley Bow youtha, Xnr

- ‘Pond youths, Endlisy
Middle Ridge youths

: cup\ids mu non!i!&- o

N __:mn-r s mﬂ.r










5;1 £

bornfira evant_ mlb mn_ that tlicy had ju. t hmn to stota :

hop that was ly.f.ng' ot t.ha grou.nd. .

'l‘lle Dthsr two \'.‘hi.'l.dre

. that

celebrated in. Brig

-

3‘!‘he intomat
‘proved’ to be
they anticipa
talking with
ired listed on' T4

at there is

accnrate. That is, all of the ces -
ted happening actuul.‘l.y did take place.’,’

the ‘boys, - the ‘three neighbour ~group’
ble 1. ha always been. the main fires
Thej did express the fact though,

number a'.nd-'j)la

v;:i.atlm hm year to year muernimj
ces -of the iamj.ly fire .




'e in :he gnmun.lty. B:eap .1.' tha cana "!' the l.ocal

iood asking '_fa'r'ad.;gt_ia'us.-

Il'han I aak.ed ne ni tha felera :




; . a0

. As" they were finished in the [fish)] ’

 plant, emptying the plant, well I had

my on-them: ' I got there about, o e
clo:ﬁg and; aaked ‘em if I could have o -
-t-hp barte].a. So's they gnve'em to na.

B qm-m
Clark's mil .'

n- the highest hill’ for'. -
. " £irst to be noticed;
- and ucond‘ ‘that you were away £rom.
the ‘houses: of the community. Bri.gus
~ig all hills; in caseé you ca
j{ pxob.'l.am to ha\na a bonﬂ.m

could'be: t-elve,"couJ.a be’ fiftean.
ataun:l e!.ghtann thara. Just whe.n t.hax'e'




ot.s o! lifojn ycu. 1otl un t.he go, o C
nul-h.'mg sloff of ya matly in .
ths lchool duyaf'f ; . .

o‘: "Qh girld ’
s nu as u:a adults ami

_r_oun\g' qhil.d.rén, ue:s_paashna pm:tiuipanta" Thgy pez_'_ipdi-_'-.’

‘!_hay never--you know 8 o
was.a man's thing, you know it was. o)
Nery few girl ‘They came. to the £i: 's,
‘and . had furi’ and'that sort.of thing.
the' girls didn't . rul:l.y get - involve
Not gwtt!.ng bagg‘hs and tins and :ha
in




ha:n or otlwr lu.l.tabh nm : But gnﬂ.\mlly as. tha,., _“‘_

'.l‘hq' \m&k like llttle dogs atter school
and Saturgays, dragging' and \lhealing
“those. things. * If they had to.do it
.for: the.i.: parenta they'd. moan- ‘and q-roan

-.and say 'twas child labour and slave
labour  and. eVeryl:h.lng, yes!& But work
-is alright when'; fun, " it takes the
stinq out of it e

Opfer back - to Maps 2, p.27, and3, B g
mapo:t.thg‘ mtaria.‘l.a to get an ulss of| t:he L
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- ta jig uy tires fm the or:ean.floor (Phuto 4) F
: ree boata with “two boys

"Eou: tizau. 3\5 aach. “one cm up, it was ti a
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[ Su:u:d.ay the boys arranged their family chores and

f- weekend hockly gm araund a tize—rceller:ting expedition

Which tonlc tllem out Ial.cmg the Onncepti.on Ba_y h.i.ghwa';

y past l\vonda:l.a Asee MLp l.vp 25] ‘i J\:nio: Hercsr.- onc of
the . oldest membe:a of um Bunkar s Bill c:owd had offetmi
to d:i.w s‘am at’ the tcmp "'roumi the hay"lz .f.n his plck.up

-ravel along the Cmcaption Bay: hi.ghway. '.l‘hil
K ad hug,s ‘the' Conception dBay coastline: and 'winds ‘through -
"“or nearby'all of the communit : ad alang Ll
the pe:hete ' {see Map










1as
- . . . A N N - : . B . .
was r'sceivéd, the sce'na-ralenbled. a. scavenger hunt to see’
who ‘eould coll.uct tm most. tires {Phom ?}. During that
._single excunlﬂn.w. l om tmnty‘ﬂ.ve were gathferad.
k Once our brigad. :e:u:n:ed to -B:.iqus, we drave ‘up to










r_mng zpr hannre nig‘.ht we'll -
lay them one side.' So’ everybody got.
_in tlls. spirit-of it,. see, even the
psz;nt.s.-_ They'd save what tﬁy could -
Eﬂ halp tha chlldren gat_her

' for

uheu the tmk stoppad nodnay jlmpad dut anﬂ ran .

“(Photo '16) -_‘ In fact, as

. h tw u:anspo:l;ed i
uhealed them hy ‘hand. ~




el e R S e LS RS

b

P e e 2,

R R

YRR

R e







anspor ting tln'_hy uinl.bihl from
R].ﬂ.g'c Iwu.lu to the ileb‘tiw_ centre i.n










coe pate Ba o)










A s

wsre pusad tm pcrlon to person, one i.ndi\ri.dual would . [
afhc.n hecma mraxuherant and send the’ tire £lying into )

the air or at an tnnog:g:g_t victim. There was also a great

deal of puahi'ng: and shoving down the inside staircase.
verbal bantering was often aimed at:individuals who N
- -weie' .mot pulling t_im'ir weight with the work load. Comments

snch aa "I.ﬁ yuu re not gonnn -holp ;proper, acn t bcthet to

On thil sm dar, othsr g:oups mn .involwea in
51-11 M:i-.ivity '.l'he Cnp!.as I|il.1 g-rcup had receivad a
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13

ity i.n ml._'l._ ps and developed schemes to su.i.p.s
various combustih.‘l.a cbjects. "You go and ask for it and

i! they dcm‘t qiw it to you then “you take . it. Take
wld

. w‘hatever you :aa, barrels, tlres. mtt:u‘ne!. anythi.ng-

The _c.'l.ose: the day te Bonfire Night, the more daring the

- ‘'gangs' Became in yhat they would steal and where they would

stiw:l. it tmm.- At .f'int 't:t'my ccmeéntrated-on'ensy p’réy”

Eaidi.ng nnotho: g:nup S collectio aluo occur:ed; -u e N

ani !.n.itlated muibution on tht Nrt of t‘hoao wl.nd].sd.

' Many :imes ‘one group w'il'.l steal from :
. annthez or try to. We'll raid their
d Placen ‘where they have their barrels ®
hid. If they raid us one night, on -
‘- the nd.ght after,; we'll go back.and .
* try to get back what thss sto‘.l.( !:m
ous, plu.s a little poze e

The term: :nnnm:as thut the st
a ;layxae, anctimaﬂ by. the communi




You'd be going around in the day . .
time different places and you'd i
lock arcund to see what's out apd
. - arcund, sort of planning out wlmtu
. w\hwre going to get that ni.gllt. .

. _ Snwetims t!mug‘h, a theft wbuld ocz:nr spontaneously. A
: ,

ule gm‘)p of . t.he 1n:r:ger gang uould be out "hanging

I-uound" a:na tltha: sp t aomathin Ignd imd.mtely take n-.

il c.l.:cmst'rw pem:l. bed oﬁ J:eep the abjnch in mind

in dnyligh!:,. see, in front .
of-, tﬁe nmge. We knew we wanted them s
and walted £ill: the ‘owners were in . Fa
‘having their supper meal with' the’ .
blinds drawn and lamp on. ‘Then we -
ke t . and book them, no weweren't a. "
eye on .
“Just hoping th,lt ¥ i
tm'a ‘bcfore‘ that. v
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| - . L K L. . : . ?
) : * '?‘9"“.'2‘

" the J_anea. the t:u_m.lr_y was st.l,ll, uith Cu.l;taina d:awn

Except for sml.'l. groups of uonagirs scruunuing "

- p:nd ‘soft liqhts as the only v.i.sible evidence QE _11£_e in-

- o : 1. ...
- ax.de il‘hx.la we wern out "nang.mg ar d", someone sug-

:ge.sted that \le take ur. Pi..nkstou 5 barre:l.u. ) ,J:u.i e.lght of

ns headed dm t.he‘,'lnne tu Irish 'J.‘own am‘l tnrea of the

to Mapd 2; p ; nd 3, _p.33 du:J.l;g
to" et an. iden of ‘the areas
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B :égathar near Beaver Pon:i;, it was close to eleven Py and

—:hn d.rizsls had tumad tn he‘a\qr rain, 8o all but the die- .

hardaheadedtcrhme‘ S e TR C e,
) .i\pparently, more sw!.ping m: on up to ‘the very night

thl.. fires, bnt this was tha cmly niqht hnt I person-

nigh: Iu:a. E
s to get. éauggt in. the act-_, you al.mosi-_ -
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- " T et

goes through the town that they are - Lt
getting ready for bonfire so you should
/‘put away whatever you don't want burned.
¢ And ave;xbody in the town knows about

ig, .that's for sure. - If's not like

stealing. It's for the bonfire. so.you

“just’ take it to burn.26 -

nsider lit their own

peopla own - ¥ :
‘a’barrel.cut and when. thq ‘bonfire
ng up, and it is an open: thing’
- barrels. It'was their own.
I1f they left-the- ‘barrel " out
wen t_he children ‘ud. have -their. eye
on the ha:ml. ‘they'd never’ know who
took ‘it. “And it was their: vown - faul.
becadse r_hey kmwed nhat waa go.ing
_li,appan.n' :
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bay for .Ei'reu- Mr. Sparks \rol\:mr.eared his serwvices to the

:e".mp'_ Ross's father

loaned his ttuck to ane of the hcvys who had a ll.r.-enca: and. - ! =

Bunker a E.tll g:oup late 3unday af

.:hmiot mde a:mhe: trip out: aa wel.'l..
- T‘hnt Saturday, abour. ten, of thn,young man from :hc

’ﬁu.t‘_i_ks: s Hill group and myself van!:_ out to l(qlly\ s Islnn'-d s I




TR Ll P B e L L e







AT AR R T el TR el IR R e A T P ey 230







et . ) oom
The s_l'm.day be.'fore Bonfire N_igllt, I cbhserved the

."Nilkinscm family preparations. In some respects, this
family bonfire celebration can:.be considered n:ypil:.nl_. .
Mause the .!am!.ly "1: British and have .l_iired in Brigus toz_
only five ;ﬂears, the manner .1.n which they celajgrat,a the .

N occaﬂon is- hea\nly in 1uenc=ﬂ by ‘the vay it .1.s celebrated
England asq‘qur Pawke , ur. The m.lkinsm hur‘n nn
‘efﬂg’y and. l.ight imorks.

menung £y mahle 1, . ss;, in u.e':-

] orqnnizad and enacted Earticlpants in the

" preparatlorns re LLUS bol:ll ol the ndulta .1.n the fnnily, _"

" and: the e.-hi.ldm 'l‘lla coll\ac:tmg bégan on the em:d of

er, wit.h_ the- enl:.u:e fanuly dnv:mg dwn to h ?l:ug










pl.eces of wund naaled together in the fom ot a Cross.

. cwer thia was, fitted a discarded pair of :ang johns, into ¢

% which was stuffed an ‘o1d daybed' 'ilma:liu‘ to fill him :
., cmt and to glw h.ln lub!mca._ Hu hnad was rade o!




™ gping ummd hin yard ml.lect.ing‘ np sticks, trash nlld

:.i:ss. nnd. plm:ing' them ln a heap in-a e:l.aarad area, pr&— E

Bnt the nolt ohv,iaus aetivitles wera- tlmse ct the _‘-

neighbou:hood-gmups.

‘As soon as aclluol waa out,’ all the chil.dren z’aced

i hme, ehan ad clot.has, q,nd Imrriad u:n “their rengecti\m :

o 4
| :materials transp te:l to t.lle hne ‘of t.he.i.r: hill by truclu -
J'nuj.ox?' Het{:ar t a.nnfarrad tha nunl:ar s niil t".

Thi.s ws uaily dona because

pomf cu‘t tPhom 16).

tnzage p.l.'@ces. M o! ‘the naighhau}'hooﬁ-gmnps lwrl their_ e
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o .30 P, tufts of f.’ire cauld be seen r:uung

‘the dark.nesu like atara. Thmm E;l.rst
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mi.ghhaurhooa-grnnp S..u.' Fur the sfmker s'ui.l.:l.'ganq,"r._h_is

~In their own way' it' was wal.'l orgnn.lzed
It wasn't somtﬁ.nq that you just went
up ‘and lit a fire and walked away and
left it. It was d‘dna, and ‘done pxcvpet}.)l,
and you Hatchod it through and. W\dg sure
tha thing was. unde: control -
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Similar remarks made that night by older members of the
community also attested to the fact that the adults
realized and accepted the adolescent's role of being "in
contrel”.

I suppose it's the adventure part of

it. I suppose, isn't much of an

adventure says you. They do something

completely on their own. They are the

masters of this. And it makes ?hem31

feel that they are doing something.

Once Junior gave the word, the pyramid was doused with

kerosene and one of the lit torches was hurled into it.
Immediately the entire heap was ablaze. The fire cast its
light onto all of those close by and threw ghoulish
shadows as the prevailing northeasterly wind caused the
flames to grow and recede. In fact, as the evening wore
on, the winds became so strong that the fire gave the
impression of burning horizontally rather than vertically
(see Photo 25, p.l6l). The strength of the wind, the
intensity of the heat, and the proportion of the flames
made it unsafe for anyone but those tending the fire to be
near it. Watching the flames soar and change direction
unpredictably, one of the bystanders commented,

You have to wonder someone isn't burned,

because with a big fire like that. But

you know I don't remember anybedy ever
got burned and they won't tonight.32

3yalter Spracklin, Fieldnotes, Summer 1980.

32yalter Spracklin, MUNFLA Tape C5029.



: m mjorlty of ths =rowd :ituam thmtlvu a ]..ttt.'l.e
] _abm:e t.he fite, s,ﬂ:tlng on and’ 1ean.lng agai.nat the mm
(th:o 23] - 'rhtoughnut t.ha mren.inq, _thurg was n nnnt!.nual.

E:I.ow o! people of all agea up nnd dcnm the h.ill- to vi.ew

tha f.\ra and taka pnrl: i.n tlm celebratory activ.\tias E\!tn.

'tamnies tnnl; haa md th,a.ir own’ amil.)r fire e:m up a!’te: ;o




.ngﬂoa..mm.pu# 23 .‘...nomnluhpnwuba Dsu.oo_nbnu _wn ﬁ.."wE._ntn.u _m.:.w aoa.m‘.no.
LR H._.“_._E..—n.wnnn.wnnawm the rww are’ nwi jghts of Brigus and
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[the penon tmlqg t‘he ﬂ.:e ta E.tsh a ti.ra mlt ot 4t  The

boyn .spe.ursd one and uem: “the flning tize plmmnetmg aown’ LE

| imﬁ pm{n ing the sme level

l.:I. as: the honls:e itsel!’ uas l‘;ut s&rt a_cvunmtan-th.trty










Photograph 25,







trying l;p b.‘l.uckan th..i: !acu. when th;:e-' m only the' .

hutning embers. le'ﬂ;, Junior ‘and anor.lmr fauan rmmxndd at.

the site to quench tha fire, vmil.e !-.hn\t:hnrs leit-. to emb
_ ‘ './_ R _' the c‘omuniny zuz puaaible muchief—mkinq. Relﬁnisplnga e

“an older man d.csc:.i.bed ﬂﬁ.s tim o!’

Tmre were ‘other: tmmq- that: wen
after the fire, devilment Sort
Now anything to ‘do’ with badness,
“‘pight you did it. That's when you .
‘off ‘all the steam: ancl when. you coul
tay out as .lnte aa: Yuu ‘wanted,33.




R {O\l got home you werd tired . . < U
- i .- rty. You wére soot{from . _ i !
!ourhaadioyu £ d your : LS D |
‘clothes; well you'd pu ald . s P p

clothes anyway, but )rnus clothes, @ AT a
they'd be a.'l.l burnt up: - 1

7 he morning atter the 1980 Bonfire Hight;a little
nmke fmuld be aesn t.l.l'te:.\ng up through the h,u.l!-hw:n.d s : '_ - - f
u:es at tha nnnkgrl's 1{111 lita. But compared o the thick R
h,uzs mr. hlﬂ parvaded tm a:en ;lﬂ;s: |:I|s 19?1‘ bcmﬂra, !.t

mn miriscule (Photo 26)-, . i *

:Nonetheless) ‘the d.ipappqintmant of the calebrﬂtinn s
) quick ummaucm the lught befora was well fo:go:un hy
: L m:n!.ng. ‘l'hl next few da)!s ths lnnls o! thn community and .
: sl:hoo]. n:ds at recess were hnttln g:ounda of rad.aed -

wicus. eae:h all.ﬂ.d pmcl.u!.ml.ng thnt his !in hnd been Ehe

higqnst. had had. tha mlt tlms. ~or had burned the Inngaut .
naclaratims such as "We' lud four” hm-;dmdm bet y\:vu . am R
d!.d.n 't mw near thn-_ many," teaonncled e\rery\rhere. er—

* ing on’ the aftemath of Bonfl.:e mght. one of the o'!. er.. R o 3!

boyl exclamd,

; it‘_a great ulk the next. day. You'd
*..  say 'We had a better' fire ‘than you
did.' . You'd cogpare. You alwdys -
have a .little bit of m. thl.ng bel:uec.n
tm.s g'.l:uup and that grou'p.

S
A Pr.‘on th.is deucript‘iﬂrﬁ it* is raad.i ]r appatent t.hut. the

Bonﬂ:e Night celelirntiah is still,n npeclal tlm_ of

34

'l‘arry. Fialdnotas, ?a].:l. :I.qu.










_the’ best lﬁt ox' tun yuu get in thn 2&11 ySS uul & rmk
e ~-o!ten mad.e tu me.. As “11 u t!cing a “h.it a‘l £un' r.he

-celeh:atim is’ ohviwaly mething ‘more. than t.hat

nlthong‘h nirﬂie Roberl:s’ was - prubahly m!er '.\ng to 1ts
_'m.uoziu:l. backgrwnd. m he - dgl.h ,

Théy re stil.l kneping
“it- -ﬂp, .uml 1ots don't lmotr mt.“a on ‘the hack o.t this, the

'bon!.in,"“ he urmm junt an easil’y have bean Bngg'estulg

-tllat the.re isa mre amplax xeason for the calebtutiun s
K xet.entmn, that it lms a nantemporlr:( aig—niﬂcnme for . T_' ;

g ﬂloce‘ i.nvo.'l.ved vh!.ch 22 sch ¥ ".i:s : -‘" ional mn—-

11 be _exp_l_.or_sd “in




- cii._nr'rkh ir K

THE BON'FIRB CELBBRM.‘ION AS AN mc'm

CQHMIJHIT’X A’l‘TI‘PUDBS TOHARD CE‘.'ILDTBG(D

PRENY 15

naqaasing the hop.fire by ‘L;_ : fok dts

m.fd.cance, .l.t hecomag ohviws l:.lmt ns man has benmne :

ophlsu.caég in h.i.'B lerstanding of the at

a Nmzﬁ Goodanough stm:en' :

o foehet AB circumstahces alter tha i.x(tnnai.ty e
of people's wants, change the nature of
their emoticnal conflicts, or provide new = - -
.¢hannels. for dealing with them, the meaning . =
J'undlynlua of their autahlished cuatma aud
beJ.:lefs also nh&nge.-‘-

.' d b!" i ting Pﬂzu 5 theories o!’

N orig.in wlth more recant cmmlcatian and nynbou.c thaories. i SR

. :\.ﬂ;ich i_nterptet such evants i.n terms of the.u: ountenpurﬁry

text-.ual signi.ficance. e




.Hudnrn !o].klorlsts and nnthfopologist.s are now in L—he 5

p:ocess of. redcﬂn!.ng :heir n—_' h s to the & _ : ive il

.dmensions -of man. and are :ealizinq_ the nacassl.ty uf

g these dimennions t.htough a mnre holistic

- p&rspectiv hy.vlewlng them m ralati.un to othsr vital .

| B "aspw.‘ts of ths umnunity or grcup under stud.y. 2 'l‘hw are

-baginning to luo at l:ustms a.pd beliefs, not .in and ef 3

thmelve}s. but as they :ehba to and 3.ntexoonneut wi.t"
gt_het_pa_rts nf_ .the‘oul_turg‘ In The R:Lt_ 1

ucess. Vlcwr v

5 pt:acticas as h ing

Turner’ talks of :'Bald;efs‘

.. . something -indte t.hnn -".grotesqua" . e
reflections or expressions of econcmic, = . .
‘wpolitical; and social relationshipsj .. i oE 3
_rather they are coming to be seen as - LR L
.. decisive keys to the understanding of S e
; how people think and. feel about these -
‘relationéhips, and about the natural
and social mvi.:oment in which they 2
operate- ]

In his arl-.icla "'raward .m antment Centered Theary

’ o!’ Polklm, Roqer .nhrahama pursuas a siml.lnr tra,m o£
tmmgtm and. d‘eval s a l:.haory of "mnctmm:t" by N'hlch l:o 5%
1ew such phmomena. . Expiai.himg his use GE the tem,

.abre.lwma def.’mes

"u. e o any cult‘ntal event: in which g
. pn.mity membars come togathe: to partici-
‘pate, 'mploy’ ‘the deepe’ét mcl mDst cmplmc




nwlti.voua.‘l. and’ polrva!.ent signs ami
) aymbclln o t.lm’i.x tapartoira of expres- "

_mui goas on t'.c describe theu as "_" e

: :ﬁments !J.nd. thei.:\
greaEeEt fund o enerq.i.e,s and shared
values == "in the
.. from’ one domain’ of life as t.hay are’ .’
‘reframed, inverted and reenacted within
another more self-conscious and Qpe.nly 4

reflexive realm. This domain may be -
regarded” ay world t .it shares
high serio nasa with the. ers and'

othe? systems by which we engage ‘in i
And it draws uponithese orders, whether
in performance or Fitual, if only 'to * .
abrogate them;-thus creating an energy
source and a common mmml of. focus.lng
't.he:Lr emerq_.{.es. .y ;

'{n mmt cerntereﬂ
Folklore, ed. -
Westview, 1978)

" “Reger D. mnhqns. "mu
. "Theory of Folklore," In Frontievs
_w,il.}i.ar- Bascm (Boum.r., Ce. [ora




) What I ‘propose to do hexe is to \ltilize -\Jprahams'
_' com:apts and np!.ora the COrrespe d b _ L th. born- ) :

!L\:& eal&hn:abim. its ndjade:nt fanr.u:al. and waryaay att.t-— .

tmias towax‘d childhmri in nrigua I u.{ll diecnsa the

mmrn 1n uhil:h thls put l.u: celehratiun diuplnys




'lmau that Rwemher Eift.h w.ill slvays give witnesi td a

numha: of. bm!:xel 1.n tha aran.. SN LA -

Spatially this celehration is !’rmad as wu].

: are’ ageu!.fi.m].ly denigmted places for the hunflxes, tha
mjurity nf w}u.ch are J.r:catad_ el

_'on a high pzommtm:y,

sg of themelghbourhoud wup f.i,rea, or :Ln a

space during l:hie pariad, is vastl.)r dl!!erent hetwean bhe

! of ‘v:ha_s nnd. upend.dmsa. !et they alao diapla:{ requlated

.lpnce c.\ose :o :']m hone. for th,e family E.i.res. ':L‘he use of . )




' _paralleled 'by qu monstant flirtaticm ﬂ:th d.isorﬂet n8

'!.‘heae tw seeming contradlcticms, foumi’ slmul.baneously a.nd
a—]:tarnaf:jnqu juxtaponed 1n ﬂle m::f.ire celehrat!.on, will .

S be discuaaed at’ greatu J.enqth later’ 111 the chapter

: Ni thi.s pomt 1. wi!.!. turn to, the t\m ﬂmal!.er strnc o




A’Schematic, nnﬁnmnnbnsn»oa -
nwo family.bonfire: 36:«?
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s - S,

: . . .3_'75
mthm the celehratorr cuntext thn nmemant characsetiétie

'_ of ean:h e\rent confom to Lhat of thc :es‘poctive chi.!.dhood

axperiencn—-only here it nay be jntensiﬂ.ed and !mau.zad. '
or axaggarated and hwarx:-l-.ed bec:anse it in in t'ha frm-

& u
work of a "t.'uu out of time. . :'!" "‘

qual}.ty of- !utivals Abrnhnml l:a_'ll.l 1: 'mkl.ng _trmga.\ }

rhere are ‘o v ways. of . making stran
.i.nteuaificntion ‘and foml.gzntion. or
by inversion. = The former strliaas the
sgrious dim:\siom of evaryday

:The serious apparm:.y serves,
. social order, the ludic comments upon:
“society and its i:mie.rsq and; nct aluays
vury kl.nd.ly.’ .

F!.g'ure I !.9 a. mﬂ.u x‘egrewntation— of the aynbol.lr: .

. mm'enaqt m:preued in t.'ha alily bontira evsntsq. 'x'heu nxa.




In tlw evarrday uur.ld yuﬁ.ng ch.i.:l.d.ran arﬁ nlosely-'

mt.chad hecanae of ‘the seven.‘l. patural dnng-rs in the AR

Br.l.gun v.i.ci.n:i.qr aw:h as the boz\d‘qung sal. sllppary




ling of the tu'o_ a ends

g

;1 '{:‘:a"\n.:t.ship" Smd ‘an

mmse tarms are bm:mad fri
Batman ; 'sense and Nonsense. in St. \‘F:Lcent," American °
'.\nthm%ist#&tli?l]; 762-72, .i.n\u‘.h!.ch they use them in -
‘e accep le and beha.vi.ou:a on the







ul becauae of the telt departun A
. from the. ordindry toward the more - .
~heighténed, selfconscious, and stylized
- behaviors ‘of named and framed activities-
.in=comon’:  more ‘real ‘because the .
‘events' take on the motives ‘and scenes: B
of_everyday and bring thesw inte some nm

Pe:spe:t!.ve allowing us to see them al
- part ‘of” smg 1axge.t DAttP_rns o{

ex.l.stdnce.




apm\snz‘ing 1t. usually in ‘t!he back

aqother c:lcsa a:an hem: t.he hnuse. In' the lTarger t‘_:;ohtexe,

I,n ad.d.i.t.i.on tnue lpm:

S ¥ ! 3 ot’ usaqe o: natural
. and, cultural -spages have been mflume&by Gerald Poo!.u

©"Calvert: ' A Study of Artifjfsts and Spatial;

Nw nd Ccmnnn!.ty.' Diss. Univarsiby of Pennsyl .ia,




.eoundar.l.ed speces.

l'.n or.mlpa::ixon, the adolescants .E,i,res are clut.s:l.de of

tha .‘.madi.ahe cmunity propex a}: thn f-aminar. culr.ura).

. envirmmgnt. “;‘hey ‘edge tmm:d t nnlﬁami}..i.ar, natura.l

-, Lam}%ape. staqed on Iuck:{» barren clitfs, tlleae are unr.'.ul-_ .

:!.vated, ) "u.ild." texriw&es, whexe— people occasiuna‘lly
_pns.s t.l!rough on thai&way l:o pick berrl.ss. r:hnp wod, or '. i

Th@ugh tha.te is a, rmme fu: ench u.f :

_and anb!.gu 18 ateas. :
) t.he hilla u‘.here these f.tres burn,: t.heae nre m:vt nzarly B0 -
. bound ‘Nl as the ¢ D Hlthl.;\ the comunlty pc:ope'r% 'l‘hey'

._'are 1:!,! clear:lv designatad mn the nni.q,h.bcuthocds and ﬂm

famuly yards. \‘,‘

wl.thi.n the .Emuly bonfirf event, the means of call 3

g ing mtecrinl.s also. poim:a t.cmu:d. the 'aml.l ar. It is.

) alwaya dom 1091

e !’m t.‘na !’ani.!.y s pe:sona]. atouk or a neur—hy nei.ghbou: B
: If the I#rlecting is dcma furthar auay .from tba home, 1 iy
. _-al.uays 'ncluﬂea at least one adult as mall aE the c:hil.dre_n
! 'Pot axmp n.. when ﬂ:o Ni)k.lnson !m!.].:r mmt dc\m to the .

bnach ‘the pare.m;s ov’ersxw ha al:ti.vl.tla

3 uara nﬂt a.‘l.lauad to go on thn.ir awn




) g :hie'vuy The bo:ra tr

eans r.k?( uqe, u the gat.lw:lng

. _ptragreaaes u mven trom t.he bsgbl.y tmmg ‘&

i.s used in two. qu!.:e a}.f!a:nnt c'gpnc!.t.f.nl
rncti.cully spgaking, sbe t.l.n is a neans by \ﬂ:ich o




a:ngax:ous Mtural ulmt .i\s mcerc:sacl \r.i.t.h graat xmramm .

.'andrcare . m alemmt is lr.ept in its proper nic:ho duriﬂg

| the. enu.re burlhing ‘It is also under co t-.ant_ nurvejllancg

.'I-ool: a!u: thnmn!.vcs. J\s .1.:\ the case o! protec: ng thn ’

. anﬂ rosm'ibi.ld.ty. tlithj.n this mntaxt tha@ al_gg_flny




sea below.

% . ) "' [
U.ghted bﬂnﬂs ups 1nto the air, uver t.ha

Rather thun lettinq the‘ ﬂ.n burn on Ltl own




d Qarliar, ho

‘yet he haa tgpe fzeedom

3 sbnqo of nte ta play w.l.l:h bor.h. 49. l:he nhift-




- -t.he J.ocnal !.ks}rand chips 3.1.\«1-“ or m N‘.eps of

Pa:tbcipntilion’inl.ﬂlh !htl)r :e eventl !.nvo:l.vu
small nu‘-_t‘u!ta _qf_ peupi a.nd primlxily on.‘l..y lBIbB.‘E
':I.mned.i.ate inmily, a.‘l.though occasianally uu:n are t' .

:- ho\u@mldl !.nvol\md. lﬂl.n thisc oacnrs. it !.s wl.kh Wl
. famliea that are close™ in eve:yuay i'ue. _m acuve'
p\articipu\u, thuse‘;;i-;eo :I.y .I. volved J.n the -uti S.tiau g
are the udu.'lhn. Thcy supe:v!.se tha celebtau.oh !nd .'tha
actl\ritiu of ‘the children: y ’
* nnd tm pnunm ot’ mlu:l.t &

COf fmil{arity and, pn:nnl:a:l..

m: d’djol.ninq-




ange fx:m tan l'.o tmty .0tm=s . )
] '.irwolvaa though\in a mnr.-h ore panaiw uay\, 1ml.uda\
te

= adu.lts wtlo :lo::ata matnr!.nls or g.i\r&a helpi.nq hana; and

) _' Bpectatoﬂ.
pa :uc.i.pants

3 tlla :ea.‘l. social wo:la nt th { ..

_and a dist oing !row lt. They eake contro.‘l. o£ th- nntural '

: nnd. soc aJ. anvl:wme:\t d\u:d.ng his pel:-.loﬂ. Hmt appamnt




m colebration :m ,‘buys'
tlntr q:dw.tng I:nmuulg. o! hr.'hn

Bsa nnd woods t.hat vdll ar







3 ﬂnr‘i.ng’ this timé of year Hié ;ntic"s are sa'ni:ticn'éd, -
mﬁas ‘even tllqugh thay my ﬁ.nd vant durlng otha: tines N R

Eramed . disorder in the !am of -
hefic negation ib 'vpriability .
those real

also l.nw:l: nor.-ial no

othzrwiae] tare. |

pite of t.hg !!act that} the_\r exisb then as ue‘.l.l.
ma:iﬁinq on’ thl. 'tm of synbol.ic inveraiun, Lbzahams and

- 1snarbn-a Badcock; Intro. ;)

B Tha Raveiaible wurld, ed.
snm:n Eadcoek [Imc

. 00! qel J varn:._y_ ress, 1978);.

tultm, p 3_

lhtua:l.l .i.n cu:l.t\:u:e :




Bimu__s’_tnte-:-that t_iloja’a.-_ PR

e e enqagad ‘in the inversive and
“licentious behayiops dufing the '
‘festival .events fere often imro!.ved

¢ in and even noted for activiti
.which had much in common-
fashiva]. behmr.i.cr 18 .

.,_muu,. '.Iﬁs nhildren ntay out.,ﬂ:tn late on : .
ch1a lwud}p Mernrﬂal .i.r-.

and auperviae all aut!.on. 'l‘he adolescon:s tha. Btructur-

- a:l.ly irife::ior at r.his um a

A8 ranatis aha Richaid an, "Hanges of F

Bahavi.or, - in.The -Reversible World, ‘ed.. Buba:u BMoock
t?l:th_ma; cormﬂ ﬁnIva:sIr.y Frasn. 1978), P. 195. v




P:mrty. wh.i.!.c Ln the oelebntory oonte:t anythlng that

. 1qéavailah1a is tmn.. Bu: this ton has it! ‘purposu‘ nat )
) ¢ onl.:{ d.oes it minhtef tu the hmdlate desu:e to: uter.lalsy _I

- \but it alao ‘serves as & means hy whxch the boys

In \Privat.e Culturu :

cmmmnity - aenne'af preparad.ness.

e

In=th _chila’e ea:ly expuzience he
‘learns’ to. be at -once cautious about’
being ''taken in,' and used by others,.
and-‘at the same time -aware that-it is
to be expected that human Bo.i.ngsls

- shou:l.d deqﬂve Koue of the time.

\so. uy aisphying thsir abi.l.ity to: catcl: people unaun:a, .

K but at tﬂ!‘ mn time using .tt- J.n its. lxag‘ga:nud form in - ,

~a ,frmd ccmtext tha adt:lescent‘ate expe:.ieming ,. " R
-“!rat.i.abil:kty tra:.ninq and uel exp:su!.ng tﬁea.: kmleﬁgs LT R e

'am‘l .i.np].i.cntion of l;ha concep: -o! p:spandndu and \mp:a-—

Thl]! hlso aamﬂ. tha; Ming "fonnd cuh'{‘is -

. g:‘abru aff: alqut expected 1 'rhcy a:t_- '}m{ng. in m :

RS lgo‘olm Szmd. Privata Cult res a.nd Pnblic ma er R
N « :somu. RelatTIons in a Newfoundland Péasant gﬁ*et fr £
W Tan a conomic Studies, No. St. John'sy ...

-'--J;nsr.itut.e for.Social and-Economie Research, mo:’lul Uni- -
'ven.ity of Hawfaundlund, 19661. B 81, ‘s .




'.mqperinntj.al envi ‘_'. abaut rpected. occurrences and i

changu in ‘their tm:nl anvi:mmanr., h.i.ch thnf,r will heed .

ko bo wue o! bme ] hqr cross the- b:idga i.n

e

as a

'l;oh'_;pg:faan'_‘ “in.

grasp in, o.:d'_a'r to ;

_flc h!.‘s ‘own uaight. '.l'h.ia tofiects l-.ha existing

n':?_c:i?a_.’i_,_ struc ture’




Settlement, Newfoundland B : ar es;
a: 2

@l .
" lll.m:l.nl u’n!.varsi.ty oﬁ nw{mndlnnd, 19'-'2) p. 211,




‘ham 1t d.a? And, why doc
hava}:}m charac ris ics th : At dae:

hut also at icts

setti.ng in wh!.ch'

‘AlY - things are expressions of -ideas
held in-the minds of their makers, .
- and ‘these ideas are formed out of
other necessarily older ideas:. N
‘All things,dre, in’a way. swi a.‘l.s
ot au.li.er t_hing 1 .




IA‘ ahd. re]..{.glous dve::m\es 1 .
and the !J.ra !’o-t.i.va.‘r.s took on. : N )

-=3 lntllefm-—'——-'

wparant that :‘Ilisy uhib‘:l..b onc cmn c‘hn:actaril:i'.o vh.i,ch

l mch a d'ep ‘and all-pervn.i.w identi.f.tcatlcm, that it .
hes surviveﬁ . thruuqh tranntc:amu, wml Wl "n nthlr .

‘char -m-- of tho _' om Have ‘diéd out: Thid. cha:ac

is ‘ﬂ is thl eser of ﬂ.re asﬁsprmi.nnnt !uture of

; the cﬂlebrnticm
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o 1

"f.i_r.‘a neWen a8 ‘a metaphﬂr for cmwerns of ea::.'l.y 'ch.i.ldhood o

‘and nﬂnlescence. “In nddit.wm it ?uncu.ons phystcally both *

o s!.tes

hn!.i::us._

Jl'fse m..us a'

'rhe bo}u: pla n\,n gmat




hns!.c

'_ f mode:riisation and ot.llar £ac

bega'n .t.D t!ke plaﬂ:e J.n the comrmnlty 11festyle uh.l.eh, !_-n

i ._nlmly'diaappeared. But éhe bunfi:a ce ahkatiun

temporary celebtation anﬂ S.tn li_\ri.nq-oul:."z cf aome uf .

t.he cnmunl.ty's evaryd.ay mti\res,

Thn bcmﬂxa c.-o!.eh:ation L




mis frmaﬂ com:eu:t, theae telatianahips ar.

'aisplayed, and geleb::uted LT Wyt L

I.n numar:f.- _I_- 4 o a ‘btnment !:m, mahams'

his performance “Somplex ne!,thet.'
operates to'ball.y as an aesthetic
. altgrnative to-life, nor as a
: reflection of sone segment of
reality, but as a stylized rarnde: .
~of. some of central - if not always
. the ideal - motives xepentodly ‘enacted:
by ‘the 'group. - As -Clifford Geett:
points out’ regazd to Balinese cock-
Lghting. such ' perfomam:es are not T
an_imitation of ‘some pattern of
Balinese life, inor a depiction- of
_it, but-rather 'an mmp:l.e of i
_caraiu.uy preparqd 4
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uewfunndland ommunities ich-in their txaditions

associated with the light.tnq of Bonfires on special ncca-: :

sions. If you have any’ inioma&iom on”this subject ‘con-
! gérning your home community, or can get .it fmn'wmone "
- else, . ir. would be. gmtly npbraciated .

'L‘his mtarial ia pnrh of the unwritten. hint.o:y of tm : -'
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to reom:d and ‘ALl ion will be perma-
__Inent.ly !'.U.ed in l;hn llclm;e a.nd Lpngunga mhiw. S

pleaaa nnswar as’ _many- of . the ﬁuastions as. possihla, in ‘as
much detail as. yon can.. Thank you for ycvur tlma nnd co-"

; Qperatmn.
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-'1. Are bonfires still lit in your homé community? -

2. On what occasions are bonfires 1it?° ‘(please ‘give

.- specific“dates if possible, or .time of year. If. they &

. are Lit ‘on mre than one occnsiom, list tham all). &)

. (@.9., Christmas, Hallowe'en, Gay Fawkes Night, Bonf.ire
-- Night, _Midammer s Eve a h!.rth in tha family?). .

hbmrl-ood or.

3»9
ey "Riverhead g,
k "Hr purents‘- back yard"

Doeg the' hunfj:re celebrate mthlng in puti.cu..‘lar? A




: -p-prm:imn:el.y liow many indivi.duala parti.mpate I'rr the . c
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What 15 the age rapge of the people' directly involied?
H'.I‘.\lt is tha !B: of Uu)ne 1mleBli7
invol\red hi:w ™ of euch? :

S

£ both sexés are .

peop begln gatﬁer::l.ng mterials for ‘the
i - tg.l.ve ap, cu:huatc d.atn .c.g. mid~Saptmb
mi.d-octobﬂ' El-' ! S i .

uhat kinds of mater:l.als are oollected
“(please 1list: ever)rthing

Hm nre .tke materials. obtalnred £oi the bonfires?
go . from deor to door, ask for donations
: 'hhe forest, hy "buciedng”, "
‘other ways? ll.st n:l.l'.l‘ .

Are mta:nls Ignthered
Pleue nme t : ned Hhourimds.




-m:e them paxt.ic 1a:|: paopln hat dare’ nvolded vham aak—
. ing\ for donations Why?. H'.hb nze theae peaple?

ot

1s E-ra_nipé;tsd:_? 3
elp of adults, other
call @i




mt othcr actl.vit!.es go on du:ing tha bonﬂ.r:e’?.
s'f-:ial. foods, juk.!.nq, s‘!.ng.{.ng’. plm 'explaln
v

cing,
mh acti ty in deuill.

.- Have' "any chanq'es in dre Night i
celeh:abed over the years? - If 50, fe.g., .are
‘there’ less: people partic.ipatqu, ar:e ue 1
difﬁez t matm:ials buxned ’

£h ity

er menticned ahy diffexennaa in ‘how bonfires are -

celebrated pow a ompared to when _they were active-
partj.clpa.nts in thn celebration ow -and’
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