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Thisfstudykexblores'the fﬁctors.nhich impede,,en-

courage and fac111tate access to unlverSLty among

WNewfoundland Btudents who applled to the flrst year of:~

e atudles at Memorlal Univer51ty of Newfoundland 1n 1971

+ 1

It dlscusses the d1fferences~1n urban/rural, soc1al

P -

f‘class and academxc’background among those who entered

Memorlal, those who were accepted but, dld not attend/

and those who dld meet Memor1a1‘5 entrance requ1rements.

.

The study also explores the soc1al and academ&c

adjustment patterns among Memorzal s freshmen, 1n terms

iof thelr subjectlve experlences and attltudes toward

3the1r home commanlties, the un1versxty and the1r~career

expectatlons. lf'- o e ".f~ :%i;'.v';ﬂ- o

Attentlon 1s glven to the 1nterre1at10n of access
. ! ' r - '
and ad]ustnmnt to unlver51ty and’ the overall econom1c f

a

: and:educatlonalnstate 1anewfoundland;
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o e T : e
g n ?;,kﬁfg_;h tlonal opportunlty from 11m1ted access to secondary vﬂh.;giil' ; ﬂ‘fé

d ?Qii.Ej:}; educatlon to uldespread :adcess to Post-secondary educatlon R . }vf
;; £: - .‘:_;" had been Spread over 'a. country:. 4p Newfoundland thlstftﬁ'r | ,:?aﬂ

f;fj.:L.?'tt\”'ff.a change has taken place wrthln a generatlon.4: L“'"iii :> ,ff=; e
,t;aly,:fnéﬁ; :”fily".' Certalnly an empha51s on mass educatlon h;s.been .{h’f:‘-e.;.}

‘. u\ ' s
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e Ly
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s aunlver51ty and whlch galn access,, Partlcular emphasls is
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placed\on access among rural students sxnce 1t has been '

’~)/5’9;3‘Q_ rural Newfoundland whlch has undergone the most drastlc f;:._
. R L T PR CRIRTTRPARPI &
o ;.‘« o n . - e . i !' RS . H
'"B. Historical Background - - 3
’ i 3 ~ . B . . A R .I-. o A :4‘ . . K . . _-“ # A.!
1, . ‘University aftendance in Newfoundland and -Canada . 0L

T . The enrolment at Memorlal Unlver51ty of Newfoundland

. . . . ‘ " . ¥ . ‘.
has~1ncﬁeased from 307 students 1n 1949 to over 10 000. by

.f”‘-"fdgiin.- 1971 Whlle there has been an 1ncrease in unlver51ty en—-"‘*
o 0t

'.Q‘\ff' 'df_'ﬂ;ﬁ.frolment throughout Canada, partlcularly durlng the"60's, wifk' R

e \”‘n wthe rate of lncrease has- been most pronounced in- Newfoundland ,\ {
| , 1i‘The percentage 1ncreases at Canadlan unlver91t1es for 1970 ig"h?;;'\/
K 'W‘i.‘.iik, ,and 1971 comblned were the hlghest at Memorlal UanéISlty. : "21
e %?Parsons 1974 15) oo j'fin:"’,. . . '"“ %
) , Newfoundland however, st111 lags'behlnd the other . ‘E'
Ql‘f” | "“ 'ﬁibrowlnces in educatlonal opportunlty: The‘greatést dls~'\vv” ) -fg{
T SRS Ly T

‘-N'parlty Ln educatlon attalnment among school age‘ f?'ﬁl'.;-; ﬂfﬁh

by

"": Do tNewfoundlanders relatlve to»other Canadlans is at the elem—"‘-f; C
" - B 'Y‘ . .:‘

L s .1 t<u ientary and secondary levels._ At least up to the late 1960' '-‘ﬂf i %

‘lft'ai ;4,Ei‘:ff7Newfoundland had the lowest* chool retentlon rate in- Canada _: . 4;€
e L f.(Plke 11970: b1), ,and w1th1n Canada, Newfoundland has the - 4‘l1'}-¥;;i53"‘?
R d*;ilowest proportlon of: students who quallfy ror unlveIE1ty €$ ?;::‘_Exijﬁ?

121Wallace House, Mlnlster of Educatlon in Newfoundland, stated
Newfoundland -has the- hlghest proportlon to. populatlon of sec- -

1

§

!

'za'l-fZ“f:o_-..i'ondary and pogt—secondary studentd in Canada (The Evening . . "'5'

., 7y . 'Telegram, May 17,°1977, p.. 3). This might reflect different - .
{ 7 ... 7. birth rates within Canada, and/or reflect the finding by- Pike . | - 3’
g;“f " ... .(1970) ‘that Newfoundland- matriculants. are more’ likely’ than ~ - .4, ."
i DT e .other Canadlan matrlculants to. seek pogt—secondary educatlon. B
i ."\ M .‘4 ' " , - :-_‘ g
13 qu ."': ‘. \‘ s ‘-‘/— 3
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L attendance. \But the Newfoundlanders who do attaln a hlgh

.:;}~ to flnance hlgheZNEQuiftlon (Plke 1970), and the endeavor

. (1966 - 67) .

(3

_l:school educatlon ane?more llkely to contlnue formal educa»

J-s

“%ftlon than thelr counterpargs in’ the rest of the country

(Plke 1970 25) o Jn‘~, “[.“ . : -
f‘2;;'SOCial‘Class-addepcessfto ﬁniuersityj:*
. . . - v - . R ' “t : .'_ }- s

h“‘f In other parts of Canada post-secondary educatlon has"
"d;tbeen sought mostly by the exlstlng mlddle class (Plke 1970)

A number of explanatlons have been proposed for thls pheno— B

: memon, 1nc1ud1ng the economlc capac1ty -of the mlddle class

.

SV o

: of the mlddle class'to ratlonallze amd malntaln 1ts soc1al

base (Porter 1965)

."‘

Prlor ‘to Confederatlon, the populatlon of Newfoundland

e

' ~was composed largely of small scale producers, flshlng part—'

. A
,ly for commerc1al markets and partly for sub51stence. They

fnhad nelther the economlc means to flnance hlgher educatlon,

Inor a mlddle class status to ratlonallze amd malntaln.' By

g‘1971 however, a strlklng 70. per cent of Memorlal Unlver51ty

'*;plte thElr meagre flnances and unfamlllarlty w1th hlgher

LTy

lPlke calculated ‘the percentage of matrlculants who' enter-f:‘“”'
ed un1vers1t1es from Newfoundland- (1965 - 66).,. Alberta ... ..

(1966 ~"67), British Columbia .(1966 - 67), and ‘Ontario

'f“these four prov1nces. T

i
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.freshmen wexe from flshlng and’ worklng class famllles des~lt;~'

Newfoundland had the: hlghest percentage amongf:i;
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‘ 'eduoation. N Mlddle and upper caass students are neverthe—'.%' '
.,“l . RN .
- , less over-representated at Memorlal as compared to the
} general populatlon of Newfoundland’ What,ls dlstlnct1Ve 1L\
, ;“ about‘the Negfoundland 51tuatlon lS that such a large pro— v
. portlon of Memorlal’s freshmen have worklng class hack—f ,
: "“;: grounds.- R }~ o S s e
B CX ‘ : . fa".'~~-,- Lot "
g f(h;"-;3“.n . The rapld and marked 1ncrease of workln class B
‘ Lt s, B . _u. '
. Newfoundland students attendlng unlver31ty i 1n part a ) L
St Lo - ke A
e L responSe to the empha31s on. hlgher educatlon throughout
oo L e ' Canada.. To an even greater extent 1t 1s a response t% an
- } s_ ! - N
S 1nten$1ve government program de51gned to educate the pop-f
-“" ‘.‘ “‘ -
IR . ulace rapldly, largely 1n preparatlon for the new 1ndustr1al
.';f;.‘.f" soc1ety that post-Confederatlon governments hoped to bu1ld
. : '.t - o . .
T : 1n the provin T ;:
'ﬁi :'¥h~ {. Coe In order -‘to’ understand the dlstinctlve development Off
.:3';;*”i hlgher educatlon 1n Newfoundland, 1t is useful to know SOme— '
' fhig;_: thlng of the 50c1al and economlc hlstory of the prov1ncef
S o and .the attempts to transform its economlc structure 51nce -
';t-fﬁf. . Confederatlon w1th ‘Canada. 1n l9ﬂ9.- ‘ ‘ ‘5.;'F’ .
7;;;f' ‘3.,'Traditional_SOoio~economic Structure in Newfound%andﬁg.
TR “Prior.to Confederation,;the"economv of Newfoundland .
R 1See Hedegard 1972 and Table 17 (p 74 ) ‘ The actual @e&i ;A: _
e . centages differ between the two.studiés posslbly because. ~ .
B TR “3’5 of'differences in the operatlonal definitions of 5001al\-, o
P ’ class categories used; 70 -per cent is a compromise lnxthat,i
S . . it’is more than that. shown in'Table 17 and!less than'the :~
i SR = 75 -"80 per cent working. class freshmen at. Memorlal indi- o
R R } - cated by Hedegard. . For -an explanatlon of how the' term T T
~% C j{‘.soc1a1 class w111 be used in thls study gee’ below p. 5.0 ¢
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¥ . .,‘. [ ,‘ Q,,.,.

. s L 4
DR
S L

o b i 17 o v o b e sl s

[ U OISR SR DURY Sy

RPN S




to that of more 1ndustr1allzed, urban reglons.

-r'*Uﬁ§Er“Class:"

24~ 40) are 1ncluded 1n this group.

T and mlddle class.

was organlzed malnly 1n term%;of numerous small scale in—..
dependent commodlty producers, flsh belng the main commod-
1ty. ’ The people were Spread throughout hundreds of 1so-"

lated outports, they had a. lower level of formal educatlon

’»-(Mcnlllster c. 1967 29) and a lower mater1a1 standard of

. _‘\r

llvlng than the rest of Canada (Alexander 197u 32)

Because of ‘the low level of formal educatlon 1n:

v

Newfoundland before Conkederatlon and the occupatlonal o

plurallsm among 1ts rural 1nhab1tants (flshermen often be—

)

- came salarled employees durlng the w1nter), the soc;al<

class structure of the prov1nce 1s not dlrectly comparable'

5

R

Therefore{”'

for present purposes, soc1al classes are operatlonally de—:

- e

flned as follows. o
\l . \A' ' ' - \ .

Wealthy famllles and/or owners or admlnlstra-

| tors of major 1ndustr1es.. ,' . L ."‘ J'

Mlddle Class.h Famllles in whlch the head of the household

,r'

has had profe551onal tralnlng, has a whlte collar job and/or

./ . '

Those 1n the Sem1—Professronal category of

/

the Plneo Porter Occupatlonal scale (Plneo and Porter 1967~

c1al autonomy

Large (e g corporatlon executlve gOVernment mlnlsters)

: and Some w1th1n Profe551onal overlap between upper class

Slnce the number of upper class 1n the i
'\.

san@ie :As very small they are clustered with mlddle classn

' has an 1ncome sufflceent to provrdg -a falr degree of flnan- '
b

Those Wlthln 0ff1c1al-‘f,

A

R

-
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0ff1c1al Small whlch 1ncludes small store owners, ,ﬁ
“Is classrfled as m1ddle class.- Those'from rural areas B
are prlmarlly outport merchants, who have had little for—
mal educatlon but are usually the most prosperous and
lnfluentlal members of rural Newfoundland communltles.,
iIn many cases thelr 1ncomes are comparable to that of B
Profe551onals. l | . .

;wOrking Classa Famllles in whlch the‘head of the household

has llmlted formal educatlon, is; engaged 1n a manual occup-hf

/

:"atlon ‘or has a whlte collar job whlch requlres llttle or no

'post—secondary educatlon. Thls latter group lncludes the
rcla551f1catlon Clerlcal and Sales, although lt is acknow- -

1ledged that the ‘income, levels of many ‘sales personnel is.

':comparable to those 1n the mlddle class., Worklng class

talso lncludes those in the categorles of Skllled, Seml—, s

Skilled and .Unskilled. E N _
et "“" --.' S ) ' '__ I . M : .
- ' . y

. . . (23
L3 . » B -

Flshermen and Farmers- Wlthln Newfoundland members of

. these.occupatlons do not readlly flt into elther the mlddle

or worklng‘class categorles. Flshermen and farmers are
’ 'y ‘ -\ > r

-part worklng class and part petty bourge0151e. Many own.

'

.| ‘/

f: part of thelr means of productlon but also engage in salar-~"

.

1ed employment durlng the w1nter. Most have llttle formal ”;

‘ educatlon, but thelr incomes cover a w1de range dependlng

iion the amount of 1nvestment and success of productlon for.

.each 1nd1v1dual Some 1ndependent flshermen operate from

B dorles and seek government assrstance or get jObS for the

"l‘




-

’ Those Seeklng ‘a unlverSLty educatlon went malnly to Canada
-or the United Krngdom.». : .

. Most small owners supplement thelr 1ncomes by flshlng or -

' w1nter, others work on company-owned long 11ners or drag-

»

gers and Stlll others own and operate several large’flsh-

1ng vessels. n.f
There are few large farm owners 1n the prov1nce.

.

L 9_,

through salarled employment.~

Flshermen and farmers cover the whole range of

. J . -

’soc1al class categorles. However, most have had llttle for-

3
’

"-1ng class, partlcularly those in rural areas, they are

S ,Edueational Attainment#BefOré:Confederation- Do

mal educatlon and thelr 1ncomes are comparable to. those '

class1f1ed as worklng class. Also,'lrke many in the work—

PN

‘ unfam111an-w1th hlgher educatlon and-have dlfflculty pro——l

v1d1ng suff1c1ent funds for, therr chlldren to attaln 1t.

Therefore, most references to the worklng class 1n thlS—

study lnclude the category Flshlng and Farmlng, although Y

s

the drstlnctlveness of fhlS group should belkept in mlnd.<»

s I

Flshlng and other famlly—based marglnal sub51stence i{

work d1d not requlre exten51ve formal educatlon, and the o
quest for hlgher education among those who drd seek 1t was

hampered by a lack of fac111t1es. Excépt for the mlddle

and upper classes in the capltal c:.ty,l St John s, and a ‘b‘y

: few wealthy merchants, most Newfoundland famllres lacked

the funds needed to obtaln an educatlon elsewhere.l

-~

J‘-,
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’College offered o the flrst two years toward a unlver81ty

‘degree.ll Many communltles were- W1thout hlgh schools,,and

: the1r services were’ needed at home, or untll there was no

'Vsame'tlme as the students.

Prlor to 1949 there ‘was' no unlver51ty, trades school

L w s 1‘

or, college of technology in the prov1nce, although Memor1al

.,

\

’often teachersﬁthemselves had only rudlmentary hlgh school

tralnlng.2 Formal educatlon was a 1uxury of the rich, the
only class whlch had the tlme and money to attaln 1t

For most~Newfoundland fam111es,vt1me spent by 1ts

'younger members in school meant tlme ‘and 1ncome lost from

“.the fam11y,~the ba51c productmonnunlt. Boys were expected

to work as soon as they were phy51cally able usually in

- ;thelr early 'teens.f G1rls stayed in school longer, untll

-

~

. 'teacher avallhble to 1nstruct them 1n the hlgher grades.“’“ -

: As long as the ex1st1ng economy d1d not-reqtnre formal ed-

Al i

ucatlon, andeed would suffer from 1t hlgher educatlon _was ';u

v‘not sought by many. In any case,vlt was. not readily avall—

able to most Newfoundlanders. q'ﬂ h,i‘f 'Q:E‘ ;.

s e Y
T

The term '‘trades’ school! refers to vocatlonal training
institutions and is interchangeable. ‘with the term.'voca-

__tlonal -school'. 'Both terms have been used ‘in “this text

as well as in other studles on educatlon 1n Newfoundland.

LN

21n some cases the teacher wrote the publlc exams at the

‘w
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:C Soc1al Change Slnce Confederatlon

e , oo mh' « SR Co. ,
o ' The economy wthh had prev;ously supported the rural ‘

populatlon of Newfoundland has been threatened durlng thlS'-

'.wif : Co . century by the demlse of the 1nshore flshery, due largely

" to ‘the 1ntroduct10n of 1arge company owned long llners and

4 3

' C draggers, together Wlth the’ exp101tatlon of the flshlng

h
grounds by forelgn vessels (Alexander 1974) Even in 1ts

v

1\better days the flshlng based economy of Newfoundland re-‘.

*

sulted in a lower standard of 11v1ng than in 1ndustr1al

1

parts of Canada. Therefore, many Newfoundlanders looked

. to Confederatlon wlth Canada not only as a means«to stabl— “.‘

l -
llze the tradltlonal economy, but also as a means. to 1mprove

! 1

the overall standard of - 11v1ng, w1th all the soc1al ser- ]"

v;ces and amenltles avallable tb ‘the - Canadlan prov1nces.

,/ . .Serv1ces can be provxded more economlcally for urban
. ’ e ) . ) . e -.
' ’ , 'areas than for lsolated, sparselyipopulated outports\ And :

a

the economy of the Outports was exper1enc1ng a down swlng,.

.

hence, many post-Confederatlon programs were orlented toward

attemptlng to achleve economlc and soc1al development '
- . N }. A LT
through centrallzatlon of the rural populatlon and through

N

P

. 1ndustr1allzauuon._ o ﬂ : ﬁ"

[ ..
- In attemptlng to hroaden the economlc base, the'. o0

. . T
. - M -
o . '

' government sought to develop.secondary~1ndustry 1n reglonaih~

0 ‘o

centers of the prOV1nce as the best method,of utL1121ng the )

avallable labour force and Supplylng adequate servlces to‘ L -

coa Y

| LB L . o

L,

-

; the people (COPGS 1972) .. ThlS Eollcy 1ncluded the‘~1ﬁf; Sl
N < B -

’
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.-

resettlement of many smaller outports to larger growth' Ly

centers; approxlmately 20 000 people (about 4 per cent of

» ‘i the total\populatlon) were resettled under the government

.

p§ogram between 1965 and 1975 (Department of Rural Develop- o

ment) This program probably accentuatedaa trend of popu—-

latlon centrallzatlon that was already underway as o

i

Newfoundlanders in 1solated outports sought the amenitles

.

’l . .
. of better soc1a1 serv1ces, formal educatlon, and a w1der
Qange of JOb opportunltles. The decllnlng rural populatlon

‘meant that some sparsely populated areas of the. province

, i '
‘Were llkely to experlence a deterloratlon of serv1ces. As -

‘ the populatlon dlmlnlshed ma11 serv1ce tended to decllne,'
* ' ) Ll e e
1t became more dlfflcult to recrult teachers, and the mer-'
. b
chant of the communlty was- llkely to move hlS bu31ness to

a. larger communlty. These factors contrlbuted to a| reallstlc
psychologlcal uncertalnty about the future in many outpofts,

partlcularly those Wthh had not recelved 1mprovements 1n

Ll

. - _serv1ces. In many casea, the young came to feel that thelr

future lay" out51de thelr home communlty.‘n o | "h; L
] -

Whether or not people agreed w1th the resettlement

[y

program, the mlgratJ.on from the outports and the :Lndustr:LaI— ,

1zatlon pollcy no- doubt helped create a psychologlcal atmo—

"*sphere»ln whlch progress 1n Newfoundland became synonymous
with mov1ng toward the llfe styles of urban North AmerJ.ca.l

1At the same tlme, there were ‘some contradlctory pressures ‘
from other government policies. Unemployment insurance . ~

schemes for fishermen, for example, have helped some. people "

to- remaln 1n thelr orlglnal v111ages. . : P
. A TN
L ,"..

-':.',‘.. ' . -.'-f'.v.,'.. . 10 B
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[SURPEYNE R, :.._4.4.)3,,,"\._,_,..,\,.',;»-. [P

R T

PR e ]

T et et i e ke P e £ oot



- .subSLdlzed by the, federal government built. new schools, 1m—

,.of Flsherles, and establlshed Memorlal Unlver51ty as a de—‘*

: gree grantlng 1nst1tut10n.' Durlng ‘thé flrst flfteen years

O

Even those Newfoundlanders who contrnued to work 1n the .

4}%hery wanted somethlng 'better for thelr chlldren.
Nothlng captured thlS mood better than the new cult'.‘

of educatlon.. Chlldren were advrsed by parents, teachers,

_ prlests and mlnlsters to "get your educatlon". Polrtlcans,

partlcularly Premler J. R. Smallwood, contlnually encouraged.-

young Newfoundlanders to contlnue thelr educatlon. It was -
Sy

: Smallwood s goal to prov1de free educatlon to all Newfoundlanders.

To reach that goal,;: the prov1n01al government, heav11y

~

proved ex1st1ng fac111t1es, tralned teachers, establlshed
. -

'vocatlonal tralnlng schools 1n central parts of’the prov;nce

and a technlcal college 1n St John s, started the College

" of Confederatlon,educatlon ranked hehlnd only transportatlon

and commUnlcatlon in terms. of total government expendltures

(McAlllster c. 1967)

N . : ‘. PEETEEE oo-

‘ The- rapid growth 1n attendance at Memorlal Unrversxty

"vreflects the fervour w1th whlch the Newfoundland youth re-,”

g . - TR

4 sponded ‘to the emphaSLS on uanEISlty educatlon. However,’

at the same tlme that Memorlal reached ‘a peak enrolment off
over 10 000 the prov1nce contlnued to have the lowest R

school retentlon rate in the country.- Memorlal's peak

enrolment 1s therefore not an. 1nd1catlon of mass access _‘

! .
to»post—secondary educat1 /1n Newfoundland ‘It seems'

v

n.”rather to beuanxlndrcatlon.of thetlmmedlate results”of a f'j. .
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-:'/ level of educatlon has not been entlrely overcome 1s seen -

generatlon unlver51ty students’ fg ' ‘.H- e

. program to’ rapidly educate a populatlon w1th a history of 1ow
formal educatlon levels. Evidence that the tradhtional low

" in the low school retentlon rate. If the tran91tlon from
llmlted to mass access to hlgher educatlon 15 still under— ; -
way, the questlon arxses as to how prepared the new unlver-}' B

51ty students have ‘been for thls sudden avaxlabxllty of ,1

hlgher educatlon. wMemorlal has attracted only a minorlty

[,

of the school age populatlon, from what segment of the {}"‘

- (

population are these students? How is 1t ‘that they have e

COme to- apply to unlver51ty when the ma]orlty of the1r

t

peers have no/g_,51nce few Newfoundland students could re-
ly on past experience W1th hlgher educatlon from famlly
members, who and what motlvated them to attend Memor1a1 f°'.

.2
'and what dld they expect from a un1versxty? Agaln, 51nce'5

<

. ot : ok oo =
L BN R S ST PV SVl e il

famlly members were probably unfamlllar w1th unlverS1tﬁes,:
I

what adjustment ‘problems were experlenced by these first

3 . . '
s . ! _/h L. . ' 1-

o The research reported in thls the51s was de51gned to :
anestlgate such questlons. Its purpose Was two-foﬂd~

(1) to examlne the process whereby Newfoundlanders apply .

PPV NUUPPRF TP

for, are accepted for, and agree to attend Memor1al .

v vyt

Unlver51ty, and (2) to examlne the adjustment problems

) P T P R VP LAY S

(that these students encounter when they flrst attend 'ﬁ. *.ﬁ.? .
‘Memor;al. I o }/j“.‘ “
. L /
i
A ) K _,} .
- : \ . o8
i ' "- ¢

.
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f;‘Newfoundland in. 1971 Not 1nc1uded was the. related 1ssue

Tl

‘a;blems of adJustment o ?“:.\ﬁ'

13.

R S e

c - 7« " PART I
' @THO’DOLOGY T

The factors related to access and adjustment to
Yo e . u,'

‘unlver51ty Were explored among Newfoundland hlgh school

.students who applled to Memorial UnlverSLty of

e

: i
'~of lack of access among those who would have llked to

attend but for some reason d1d not apply. Kowever, the :
\-

;dlfflcultles expiﬁlenced in ga1n1ng access among those
'-who dld apply g1ve some 1nd1catlon of the range of barrlers

-faced by non—appllcants. ,

A mailed questlonnalre survey and elementary quanti-‘

tatlve varlable &nalySLS ‘were used to research the factors

i'characterxstlcs of the appllcantsag Personal 1nterV1ews and

a more qualltatlve ana1y51s were used to explore the pro—‘

i ! B o s
"%

‘A questlonnalre form (Appendlx A) was sent to a

.t

‘sample of appllcants several months before reglstratlon at

lMemorlalm A number of these students who attended Memorlal

‘i'as well as other\freshmen, were 1nterv1ewed at varlous

*p01nts durlng thelr freshman year, in most cases during the

”latterﬂpart,of the winter term._ Stratlf;ﬁd_:andon—eéﬂ;ling ;

v ) LN R . \ o e

P

y’related to access to un1vers1ty and to determlne demographlc ;

:

as -

. - .
st O oo ot AV At A B Am Rt S
. . - . . . s -




Co tematically selected although’tﬁe 34 £ormally lnteereW“ \

At

"!;was wsed: to determlne'whrch.applxcants would recelve the.*

. cants-were a heterogeneous group._

';were excluded from the survey...

B tLESS‘MARRIED, OUT—OF-PROVINCE,

3,BORN BEFORE 1952

;at—the tlme df applmcatron (Table 11.,

~ed were all in the survey sample.

sample group would represent the poPulatLOn bf lnterest

A(Newfoundiand hlgh.school senlorsl, the £ollow1ng groups

f 1

' . .
. . ; . .
r RS / . Lo~ ’
. ' ¢
K M ! oo

] : - .14
LI "

qpestipnnaxreq The atudents 1ntervxemed were less SYSH \

K

The unxversity apPli“ G{

4

L

L

.s,‘-JaJ\,

6 LT TABLE 1
{ . Ly ' '.u : i . N : % ]
' R SELECTION or szmpm_.: . et .-:g.,.

NUMBER OF FRESHMAN APPLICANTS ................. 2993

A

.'..'P..l....’I'.'......"..'.':‘:;5:‘13‘.‘

POPULATION FROM WHICH SAMPLE C o I

4 .

.'4‘;“5 DRAWN ....l..I...I..l...l.;l.......l.‘q-..“. 2480 '.‘D.

¢

ThlS ensured all students Ln the survey llved in '“',;

- A

Newfoundland, weére 51ngle, and were 19 years old or less-"

v

To lnsure that the _'f' "

"

The last prOV151on,f,;

5o

',wasfmade to-mlnlmrze the number of students Ln the sam«~'9'*

. .‘ 1
| years.

1, o e bn

.Ple whD had heen auay frqm schgol fOr a number Of f'; '&;?f'

Admittedly, each.of the groups ellmlnated was

.

-
*‘6-

0n1y~2 of tne appllcants in the sample wﬁo entered ez
MEmorlal had Been out of h;gh.school for two years. L

v oo - . Do

¢ o ’ %.r:. . e ot
CoE ' g <y
l,” appllcants thh.a non—uewfoundland addresstw‘u
fﬂziu ﬂmrrled appllcants, .5_ 3 };;:'¢ o . )
. 3. \appllcants born hefbre 1952 '7‘.; f ‘iJ ‘Q R ;,;i:ﬁ"” .

19 7
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faced w1th adJustment problems p but '1t was felt that N

these problems would be of a dlstJ.nct enough nature to . N

contamlnate the data, whlch attempted to reveal the
' 'typlcal'. ~characterlst1cs of freshmen.
k Furthermore, each of the groups ellmlnated d:.d not 7

:&}g\ie the- same barrlers an‘d/ornlncent:wes to attend unJ.ve_r.j-

. ;.‘,si‘ty as dld students commg dlrectly from hlgh school. ..
Non-Newfoundland students were not ellglble for all the
govermnent flnanc.Lal a1d programs offered to Newfoundland.~ ,
students. . Marrled students from Newfoundland were ellgr—; :

< ’ ‘ \ ‘ '
N ble for' greater government f1nancral support than s:Lngle
students, but also e:.ther had greater f:.nanc:.al respons:.- - S

'f more f:Lnanc:Lally secure than single students because of - .

. categor:l.es by place of res:Ldence. N

B:Lllt:l. S due- to hav1ng to mamtaln thelr fam:.lles, or were_'

/

f:Lnanc:La,l support from spouses. " Some older students J. e. <

"

those over 19 years, were ln a better pos:mtmn to flnance

theli: own un1vers1ty expenses because they had worked for R

s

some tlme after hlgh school Also, appllcants who were/

older than 21 years were elJ.gJ.ble to be admltted to um—-
(rers:l.ty as mature students w1thout hav1ng completed 1he‘ .
N . . l B Y Ve - . T

mnmum requlrement of Jun:l.or Matr:.culatlon.

After el:.mmat:mg t.hose not to be~ :anluded 1n thef.'.
sample, the remamlng number were placed 1nto théee "'f‘;,’

\

l Clty : St John s ':,-,.",' . ~=,._ L o . i
2 La‘rge Communlty. . Corner Brook Stephenv:.lle ' Grand 4
( Falls, Gander and ‘Bell: Island e

e ! . . ,"‘ e R ’\.. f ' ; }.':." ’“v': """‘ '
f: Q |_ Ll e v 3 ' : > .

e P e s e T 0

L %
R AL PPN PN TSP RPN S A

S,
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_ ’.the pro‘vmce,« and the locatron of Memorial Unlversrty of-.‘

3w Outport All communitaes not represented 1n 1 or 2

‘,5«"" The CJ.ty category 1s se,lf explanatory St. John FRREES

-ﬂ :Ls the largest communlty 1n Newfoundland the capltaJ; of~_-

"-:_*Newfou.ndland. L

The communltles 1ncluded 1n the category Large Com—

»'-"cants from each commum.ty. At least 40 students from each
""'} of these communltles we:r':e flrst year appllcants to ,A -
. 1
it Memorlal 1n 1971 All ‘other- communltles had a substantlally

:’“.smaller number of appllcants, w:.thJ.n the range/ of one to S

‘ ,'ften students.‘ ‘ o "“',",

'I'he populatron of these towns range ’from seven to ISR A

Loat '(j'

. ‘.‘.'T__thlrty thousand. . Happy Valley and Labrador C1ty, both 1n"~ "’ SRR

, v Labrador, had comparable populatlons. ' However, a large

fproportlon of the res:.dents 1n both communltles were smgle Lo
?“‘.work:l.ng males.' Less than ten students from each of these :
/ . 6

- ;":towns applled to Memor:.al J.n 1971 for the freshman year, f_'
therefore, these con;munltles were class:.fled as Outport
'.ml'ra'ther than Larger Communlty._. ' o .“‘. Ll " L
e 'I'he cornnutres represented 1n the Outport category all " :l_ )
\had ten or less appl:.cants. ’ prllcants from ‘112 such com—

\

munlt:u.es were represented in the sample. L

ot
-

Sampl:.ng from these categor:.es was strat:.fled but

- by W .
Lo e
P
' . . " . 0
. . PR
' - \ -
\ .

random w1th1n each subsample. The mtent of the study was’ R
- 'l' . R ;

to examme the types of barrlers to un::.verszty and to ex- ,,

plore the adgustment patterns of freshmen from different

. N L e . R
i ’ PR L "
-~ . A C .
-, t
- i B 4 3
e .
' P A
! ‘ : 7 { :
. . ¢ . .‘(
R S . o 4 . v
/ ‘ - . . o "
@ :
- .

, ,'munlty were selected on’ the ba31s of the number of appll- '

St Wi AR et i AP sl Gy
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- backgrounds, rather than to test the pr valence of each

varlable among the appllcants.l Sampl:mg'.was stratifled :‘i {

among Clty, Large Commun:n.ty and Outport s:.nce students ':: ’

4 '. from communltles wa.th:.n each o.f these categorles encount-
' ered dlfferent barrlers to post—secondary educatlon. :
ES L The percen/tage of students 1ncluded in each category was " '
somewhat arbutrary, w:.th an J.ntentz.onal underrepresenta-— :
o ' . t16n of St- Joglm s~students; : It was felt thatﬂbarriers to
' ' a un:.versﬁ:y educatlon would be more cons:.stent among S
| St John s students than among students from d:.fferent -
N ‘

outports throughout the prova.nce. . For e:;amﬁle, all

St. John's students 1ncur the same transportatlon and ac-. -

N commodatlon costs 1n attendlng universxty, whlle the cost :
for eaqh outport student depends on the- da.stance of hJ.s/her

home communn.ty from St. John's. ‘

In order to determlne the range of factors related

'

.‘.' e .o to access to unlvers1ty, ,~1t was deemed preferable to over-'-

W S breakdown of Crty, Large commu.nlty and Outport w:.thin ,the
et IS . Newfoundland populatlon ., among all the- appl:.cants among

those sampl'ed, ,an'd among those who returned the questlon—' L

!

nalre forms ‘sént - to them..

vy .A . .-—was 380 whloh was 15. 3. per ‘cent 6f . the appllcant populatlon.
NS . Upon de01d1ng the percentage of each subsample relatlve to ,

T L the total of 380, the subsamples were s,elected as follows. )

SR PR

although 1365 (SS per cent) of the appllcant populat:.on

: F , represent the outport appllcants. Table 2 (p ‘18) glves a o RS

i The total number of applacants 1ncluded 1n the sample ‘A" S

. ' " e
e sl Ardman e e e+t P
" Vel - o

B Y




g:.ves a skewed dlstrlbutron to the data collect\ad The

f.l‘fpopulatlonp ‘ o e N

o j-" LT ," TABLE 2

SELECTION OF APPLICAN’I‘S BY COMMUNITY SIZE -
.CIT¥ R LARGE ” OUTPORT TOTAL
IR COMMUNITY - i ' .

L=

S e e SRR G el

‘"NFLD popum:rrou ‘182 0012 o es.y ) 522,1000

P
I

T ’ R - . ' N TN . N . """b .
APPLICANTSI 03100 - T o 1400, 78500 . . 2,d800 .
SAMPLE. RN V0 PR T S0 LRI T ER AP 1Y B

-,,:'REETUIRNS 1‘1..‘6'-.‘- R S I S 2T EURAEIE 1

\: . A :‘ _ .4‘- ‘.’A'

: 'aSource- Statlstlcs Canada

bThlS figure excludes marrled students . non-Newfoundland

~'residents. and appl:.cants born- before 1952. R Lo )

f'*were from outports, 1t was decmded that 251 (66 l per cent)

' was then complled by randomly selectlng 251 Outport appll--'“"

1

cants from the 1365

-

method was used for Clty and Large CommunJ ty.

1:Lsted alphabetlcally. 'I‘he same selecthn

. .
N

It must be stressed that the selectlon method used

)
v

V_'of outport appllcants affected by the w:Ldest range of factors

-‘ ay

‘related to access to umversxty. . The chlef shortcomlng of

: "th:l_s method was that the data do not represent the actual

N

-

A 1etter was sent to each member of the sample, mtro-“ '

. ﬂ . K .
. . . .
o #, A -
o ) .ooee P / .
MR . S .
: Lo @ L
- AN
LR ‘ '
.A.) “\" o

»

-

‘,of the sample ylere to be Outport. The subsample Outport

':, .‘advantage of the selectlon method was a greater representatmn .‘

proport:.ons for the subsamples Wlthln “the total 5pp11cant

.."",duc:mg the’ researcher and -sollc:.tlng a551stance (Append:.x A).
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v 'In only one case d1d a person reply that he could not par-' -

- .employment elsewhereu

$t1c1pate ln the study.‘

attend:.ng unlversn;y and had already left the provlnce for"

~students J.n July,,, 1971.

’respondents to the questlonnalre.“

Adancy for more females than males to" respond

|0 MUN |
"RESPONDENTS S0t 135 s0.6 | 132
o NON-RESPONDENTS ‘z,”, 62,549 51

‘-To'rAL SAMPLE T aer she: is:_i_

if they had been accepted at Memor:.al, 70 3 per cent of

those sampled had returned the questn.onnalre

He had changed hls m:md about
) S:ane thJ.S appl:.cant was from

St John' s, another appllcant was chosen at random from

“

. among the St John s appllcants

The questlonnalre from (AppendJ.x A) was sent to the

Table 3 g:.ves a breakdown by sex

B of the appllcant populatlon, and of respondents and non- ’

'I‘here was a sllght ten-f' '

./ ,- .
' TABLE 3

oo

RESPONDENTS AND NON RESPONDEN'I‘S IN ORIGINAL

{ . SAMPLE BY’ SEX

- 4
’

1971, APPLICANTS ' S e T
: ;01769 59.1 . . 12247 40.9. 2993

49k 257
45,1 113

TOTAL

%
100 -

100
100

,4'8.2"' 380

As Table 3

hows A females were over-represented ‘in ﬁe sample. . The .

‘ <~_dlstr1butlon by- sex for each commun:.ty category :Ln the

‘. sample 1s shoWn 1n Table y (p 20 )

<

s

By the mddle of August, 1 e. be/fore most of them knew

"y

100

e et A A B R = T
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ENTER.

"NOSHDW:_“ respondents who were accepted at Memorlal but /"“ :

B . R . ) ‘ .
. who dld not reg:l.ster in September, 1971.
. - 1

HO © ,COMMU‘NITY\')‘ P SEX . . el e oo

‘-1971-‘ BT

ﬁ PAss- .
_. ' courses at Memorlal

. of greater than 50 per cent,

' after the flrst term because of low academlc standlng were .'

R - ’ i c
. . . i - i . .
(‘ - » L ,u . 20— .
T .- \ﬂcv«‘ ' ' .’ o .” ‘ﬂﬁ :\l L ’:-. ' ,-4 ool K g
oL . . . . 1 -
- TABLE g - TR TR I

" SAMPLE:

, 'S'EX;BY‘VHOME.:. COMMUNITY - - - g T

N . o e ! PR . R L PR

"« MALE . . .FEMALE " - TOTAL -
. 3 8 N

- NO...- X' . NO.. ‘NO. R T

R

v .

29 53T L0250 U603 BET L 10000
LARGE COMMUNITY WL sel? ot 3L B5L3 .95 11004070
-127° 50,6 - - . 124 i k9.4 3B1

"1"0"I'AL‘_..D'.. 41977 sliee £ 183 ¢ 48.2 "3_60'5

'QUTPORT :t'd 0.0.

160.0

The data collected through the questlonnarres were .

.

later categorlzed as follows-- » : o 3 .

APPLICANTS., all respondents. -

A F
L s . .

respondents who' regn.stered at Memor1a1 in. September, ro
. s : . [ N s

e

\ ‘ .
© -

respondents W:Lthln EN‘I‘ER who passed gxelr flrst year U R IR
N e -

that J.s, who recelved an average grade R

FAIL: ' respondents Wlthln ENTER who recelved less than 50 " Pt
. }
‘per cent average in thelr flrSt year courses at Memor:.al

Thoseb who were requlred to w:.thdraw from the un:.versrty

T

class:LfJ.ed as FAIL- o ',": R o

x

NOENTE R :

all respondents who d1d not reglster at Memorlal'"' .

in September, 1971 o P ,.’ L

).

Zi a3 e e s oAbt b LaRe S et 3
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s
‘entered Memorial and listed Medicine on their registration

21

v...' .

NOQUALIFY: - respondents who dld not meet the academlc

®°,

requlrements, :Eor adm1ss:.on to Memorlal in September, 1971

oo
1

An attempt was made to prov1de a breakdown by, faculty‘
of the appllcant populatlon the freshmen class at Memor:.al':"‘

in 1971 and . the'fsample grohp g Th-ls was of llmlted use,.

o
’

' however, J.n determlm.ng how representatlve the sample group

9

: . ,
was of the populatlon, or even ‘the acceptance rate among !

s

students applymg for the varlous facultles Thls was due
to students chang:rng the:Lr mJ.nds between when they appl:.ed‘ .

-and when they reg:.stered, and also to some of them slmply

not know1ng what faculty they were enter:mg. - For example,
/

only 24 students applled to the faculty of Med:.c:.ne, but

'.73 of Memorlal's fr’eshinen"::n 1971 actually l:Lsted Med:.c:me,“

. as- the faculty they were enterlng vhen they came to reglster.

Thls would :Lndlcate that 49 appllcants deea.ded to. enter -’

Med1c1ne after they had applled However, an’ appllcant
'to Memor:.al 1s not perm:.tted to enter Medlcine in tlk f:.rst'-

'year. Those who plan to do Medlcme must flrst enter the

- ;,"

aculty of Sc1ence, complete several course prerequ:.tes
and then apply for adm1ss.1.on, to the School of Medz.cme.

Further, of. the 160 freshmen in the sample (ENTER) , 1

h l:.sted on thelr reg:.strat:.on forms a major whlch d1d not

i

co:an:Lde w1th ‘the’ faculty they had llsted, for example,

one of them llsted French as hls major and" Commerce as the‘-‘g

That J.S, if the 24 appl:x.cants who stated: Med1c1ne, all

.forms, then- 49 other applicants dec:.ded to reg:.ster for

C Medlclne after they had applled.

>

.-

-
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'faoultj}... These. dlscrepanc1es 1nd1cate that some students,

-were 111-1nformed about the course

1

: post-secondary 1nst1tut:.ons among Newfoundland students. .

: Table 5 (p.22) shows ‘the breakdown of the appllcant popu-—;

P,

—s—=""""" 'ENTER SUBSAMPLE

' EDUCATION . 1074 35.9

econcernlng lack of career J.nformatlon and knowledge of |

L €

latn.on, the 1971 freshman class, and the ENTER subsample

-

from ‘the survey

et TABLE

L3

L

5

/

LI:;ACULTY: 19 71 MEMORIALIA.PPLICANTS 1971 MEMORIAL ,ERESHM'EN,

/ _-/

~ __,—

s

FACULTY-2

"N‘o. - x o

.. PHYSICAL EDU- - .- 236 .7.9. . .
eamroN L - . T

ARTS . - . - -'690 23,0,

_SCIENCE © ' ;360 12.0

-ENGINEERING o170 5.7

-

SOCIAL womc .. 162" 5.4

COMMERCE : 117 3.9 -

NURSING ‘ N ‘I’, 092 . 3.1
'f,,ngICINE S 24 .8
“"lOTHER o o . 68"_ 12; 3

e 7553 100 o

' 1971 APPLICANTS

NO. -

.. 731

148

i

458
. 281°
116
114

o,

100"
6 B
87
73

"

. kS
Further evidence is- prov:Lded 1n the follow1ng chapters

S

e

//

/o

1971 MUN .,
" FRESHMEN - °

%
34.0 -
.6:..9;
21.3

13.1

5.4

5.2

t17

3

‘-No."-'.

s offered at Memorlal._

i

R

ENTER

e
%,

. 37.5 -

©. 10.6.- -

13.8.

"17.5

;5‘00 . "

3

llll

ﬂ31-

3.1

T ].' -‘:9\

" 100.0

: 2152

-

99.9.

T

and faculty, the faculty listed: ‘was used.

160

aWl'uerca there was a dlscrepancy between course major .118ted

’

PR .
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. The data collected in the survey were a.nalyzed by

s:l.mple statlstlcal techm.ques, malnly frequency dlstributlons

. ”

. and cross tabulatlons. The X test of statlstlcal s:.gn:.f:.-

. e . cance was computad for the latter to getlsome J.dea about the )

legltln}acy of generallzmg’from the sample to the general

, f‘ K /

e

S T cause the. main lntent was exploratory, and because the sample

was not truly representatlve of the appllcant populatlon
(1t was Stratlfled by communlty category and females were
-over—represented) 1. the statlstlcs should ‘be taken as’ sugges-{

t1ve rather than conclusn.ve. For cross tabulations 1n
oo .8
th.ch commun:.ty s:.ze was a var:.able, the data were welghted

to approx1mate the true dlstrlbutlon w1th1n the: appllcant '
o populat:.on, before x2 was tabulated o

'I‘he G ade XI grade averages of all members of tl'(e'

sample wer obtamed from the rec0rds of the prov1nc1al o

: ':"'. e } K Department of Educatlon and the Reglstrar s Off:i.ce1 at L \ ‘
. 'vj ;' o ) Memorlal UniverSJ.ty. These were the OfflClal records nsed .

o by the un:.vers:Lty :_n detemlnln:; whlch students quallfy for' '
adm:_ss.'x.on.. In addltlon, the Fall and W:Lnter term grade
averages of those who entered Memorlal in September, 1971
were /obtained from the Reglstrar s Offlce records. . WJ.-th S
 the" except:ron of Grade X averagese wh:.ch the appllcants ’
. R : themselves supplled, all academ:l.c grades were obtained from

» the off:.c:.al sources and are therefore rehable.,,'

ol

L ’ Lo ' Toward the latter part of the sample group 8 second

[P,

tem at Memor:.al, a small subsample was selected for a -

- \

Ten

B N

populat:l.on/of appllcants, ) But 1t should be noted that, be- : ST _

B P S SRR SR
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‘ground, and preconcelved J.deas of un:.ver51ty, related to'

“‘ for thls followup, . an attempt was made to represent mem—-f‘

- bers of thelthree categor:.es, Clty, Large Commum.ty, ‘and

j'elsewhere in. thelr second year. .t

~

followup study to ascertaln how SOClal and academJ.c back-—'

actual unlversz.ty exper:.ence.' In select:.ng students '

- . dn

»Outport In addltlon, the subsample was des:.gned to 1n—:,

',_clude males “and females, and those whgp 11ved at ‘home, off-

,,'

'campus and in remdertxce ('I‘able 6 p.ﬁS) ThlS\ 1nformatlon_ .

o .

. was rece:l.ved from the Reg:.strar S records o.f students'

'«addresses, A scannlng of thJ.s l.'l.St revealed that w:.th

t

' rare exéeptlon CJ.ty students llsted present address as
: ~be:1.ng the same as home or. permanent address, md:.catmg B

wthat C:Lty students 11ved at home dur:.n.g thelr f:|.rst year

7

at unl.verSJ.ty, -ho, at,tempt was. made to 1nclude the few ex— /

ceptions’. All C1ty students 1nterv1ewed lived w1th the:n.r /

"

. parents',- although a: couple of them Had plans for 11v1ng

- ,. )
‘The use of the Reglstrar 8 l.'LSt of addresses wasg .

Fl

found to be a fa:Lrly accurate method of determim.ng the

':St ~John'' s res:.dence of students, although it did present

S : BEA

some problems. N Its ma]or shortcomlng was that some

"\students had changed thelr place of re31dence s:.nce enter-

!
1ng Memorlal. ~In suchfcases, every attempt wae made to

contact the persoﬁ"a—t h:.s/her new address.. There was-no f-".'-

v

: '11mit placed -on the number of attempts made to: contact the

- .-'students selected All students were telephoned (.m several‘

{

"cases a number of calls were necessary before f:.nally con- -

tact:.ng the.student) and requested to take part in the

o . < PR P -
B e it T 5

an Plmmmie s e

it e w aw -
B . 4

e
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“TABLE 6 \

C Lk

'HOME COMMUNITY . * . - ° '7~"'PI_.,ACCE: OF RESTDENCE

" 'LARGE COMMUNETY " . .3, = 2 "4 - < T 9.

1 .
DT

INTERVIEWED STUDENTS: RESIDENCE PATTERNS.BY. SEX =~

' OFF-CAMPUS - RESIDENCE.. “HOME * ..TOTAL

"M . F .- M F. M_F -
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1nterview1ng IR

'I‘here was no dlfflculty in’ ascertamlng wh:Lch students

llved w:Lth the:.r parents (St John s address was the same asl

L4

_v.‘permanent addressv) and those who l:wed in' res:tdence.l Among s
. ’students who lJ.ved off—campus however, there was no' way to

determme who was in a boardlng house, as'opposed to stay:‘.hg’
. '-.with frlends or relat:.ves.‘ Also, ‘smce the St John 8 ad—".
. 'dress of students :Ln basement apartments was usually a “
street number J.n a res:.dent::.al area, .they were 1ndlst1nquls-“, -

: able from boardlng students. For these reasons/a‘ll out of

' . town students llvlng off-—ca.mpus were: clustered 1n the same

' ;group i. e. Off Campus. 'As 1t turned out thls category
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included one J.nterviewee who ln.ved w:.th his s:.ster, another :

"who boarded w:.th a frlend, and yet another who l:.ved in an -

‘. o . N ’ -
- . . H

M

'apartment with’ her s:n.ster. S T VA

The pr1nc1pal a:Lm 1n choos:n.ng students to be formally
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_.a product of how ea51ly a student could ‘be contacted and the .

: terv1ewed later, thJ.s had an ‘a'dded advantage in. that these

"students had a cleare,r idea 6t how well they had done in

'the humber 1nterv.1ewed J.n each of t.he sub-categorles found

_faced by frghmen. Th:.s was partlcularl-y true among those

U B

~..1nterv1ewed was to J.nclude at 1east a couple of students
in each of the maln sub categorles found in Table 6 (p 25

'The exact number.lnter\uewed w1th1.n each category was largely

’tlmeu avallable for 1nterv1ew.1ng.‘ Slnce one of the 1ntents
; "of the J.nterv1ews was to get the students’ 1mpre991ons of

',then.r soc1al and acadenuc adjustment dur:mg theJ.r f:Lrst year,

'the 1nterv1ews were schéduled as near the ‘end of the w1nter

: _term as poss:.ble, mostly durlng the last two weeks of clasSes.

To maxlmlz%a-eﬁﬁ number ‘of :Lntervn.ews, a few students who dz.d not

! A

'intend to 1eave 1,mmed:|.ately after f:.nal examinatlons were ln—' .

thelr final -exams. . - - o L
- ' ' b ' /‘

‘A total of 34 students were :Lnterva.ewed formally..

The chmce as to the total number J.ntervz.ewed as well as ‘_ a

in Table 6\was a product of the tJ.me avaJ.lable for 1nterv1ew- -

\

"mg and how easn.ly a student could be contacted For example,

/‘

several Of:E Campus females from La.rge Communitles were ranb

'domly selected from among the sample, but w1th1n the tlme
'avan.lable for, the 1nterv1ew1ng,, each of them e:.ther could

not be contacted had too demandlng a t:.me schedule, or could

.

not stay aftbr classes because of transportatlon dlfflcultles. L
‘ The fact that a number o£ students were not avallable for the

interv1ew reflected on some of the adjustment dlfflcultles -
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v-who could nct stay ‘on campus after classes because they
. would m:l.ss the:rr ride home. However, lnformal 1nterv1ews.
"with students in th:Ls situatlon provrded data on the' dlf— '

' fJ_cult.Les they faced - o R : ‘ R iy
- .were recorded qn tape w:.th the /full consent of the students. .
.'Confldentlallty was assured
. 81ty experience, J.t was thought that remndlng the students S
‘cate the rele.es they had g.wen earl:.er Therefore, whlle

dmnded that thJ.s was a follow-l.!p of the questlonnalre they |

had completed the: prevrous summer. i

‘ taklng. ghlle SpElelC areas of adjustment were. of 1nterest,
L quest:.ons were, for the most part, purposefully general in: -

. order to determine the students J perceptrons of adjustment

-,discussa.on developed. : S:mce there was no t:Lme llnu.t, each -
-student could dwell on, and emphas:.ze, any one aspect of

h\a.s/her adjustment to whateﬁer xtent he/she cons1dered
T ¢

) necessary. ‘This strategy resulted in the 1nterv1ews be:rng
put the studeqts at ease.. . ) _‘ I

i continued after the~' ,tape, recorder.was stopped, often y:l.eldlng ,

“27

e e
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i

A

The actual 1nterv1ews were done at tha unlversz.ty and’

Ve

. ' i I ' 2 :
S:ane one of the purposes of the mtervrews was to .o .

—

deternu.ne changes in attltude brought about by the univer-

[N

fof the questlonnalre mght result 1n ‘their trymg to- dupl:.- ;

l

the purpose of the study was e:-:plalned, no- student-was re- s

<

) The J.nterv1ews were seml-—structured, with no note

issues. The order:l.ng of questlons depended upon how the ’

’ b
hl

SV

\

7

'more l:l.ke conversatlons than J.nterrogatmns and seemed to

" For. at 1east half of the interv:.ews, the conversatlon

.‘.

‘ ,
T
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'moi:e pertinent° information than the recorded p'orti.on. "Notes IR &

- . . A3
4 . ey

were taken on- the unrecorded segments after the 1nterv1ew
was completed L ‘ . . ‘- ol T T e o | . S 3o
e < . . N o . )

In selectn.ng the students for the, nterv:.ews, I eh.nu.- 2

nated all those known to me- personally ' Most of these e

students knew about r.he research and my mam 1nterests. o

Therefore, in more socrable surroundings than the offJ.ce - .

-

: tape recorder seétlng, I had many long d:rscuss:.ons w:.th them o _

about thelr personal ad]ustment to um.vers.lty. DJ-SCI]SS.‘I.OIISI

K o

w:.th them were more of an 1nterchange of - 1deas than the for-— R

v ‘“

., .
R
By

- mal 1nterv1ews and must therefore be analyzed from a

(S

somewhat drfferent persPect:Lve than the latter. They were

however, lnvaluable and should be- c:ons:.dered part of the ' S

1*

EEEENY

study b Slnce 1971, several dozen students have part1c1pated S t,: v J

.’m these 'dlscussmn 1nterv1ews' Lo o L

L Although thls 'study :Ls eese;en{‘.n.ally~ llm:x.ted to a sam- ) - PN

ple of the 1971 fresl'unen durmg the:.r flrst year, follow-up

. 1nformatlon subsequently became ava:.lable on several studen‘ts.-

Thls follow-up has been solely through personal contact

L

and may not be representatlve.u The 1nformat10n galned, h

s“r: ever, does augment the other parts of the study.

1
'rape recorded J.nterv:Lews were conduc

"m

g mth fmzt and . ]

vy

.' second year stu/dents at Memonal in~ -anuary and September of

1976 for a —radJ.o ser1es I 'came :|.nvolved in on student R 1

adgustment patter ' Interv:.ews were also conducted in 1977

w:.th fo‘_ '.Memorral students (most of whom had f:.rst entered

Lo 7,

-

4 Memorial :Ln the early '70'5) , for a radio docu.tdentary on . ) ET ¢

T
. - 1 RN v N . L
] . . . o . s d




I employment oppo,rtunltles for un:.veggglty graduates. :-f ,In-j

s

fcrmatlon from these 1nterv1ews J.llustrate how‘ spec:.f:.c

/ . [

adjustment trends and attltudes toward a un:Lvers::.ty edu-

: Q E ) : catJ.on have pers:.sted or changed smce l97l

_, ..\

At po:.nts :m \the text where 1nsuff1c1ent quanltltaq/ s

< AR tlve data preclude a- conclu51ve explanat:.on - “thef 'suggested'
' R explanatlons are based on the qualltatlve data mentloned

Lm0 Cont:l.nual contact has bee; ;nalntalned w1th Memorlal fresh-—‘

j‘-’i’ h _';'Vmen 51nce 1971 ,, o RERPTRL /‘,
‘ L The “use of mall—out questlonnalres dld prov1de data _
( s | , “ : Won factors relategl to eaccess to un:.ver51ty Although per-
- ; . ’ “‘ o sonal 1nterv1ew1ng of the appllcants would have been pre—
‘.“, . A B ferable for thJ.s kln‘d.of exploratory study, thJ.s was,‘_ ‘
< fl \, unfortun(ately, net' poss:Lble w1th:|.n the budget avallable.,

L ' 4 q Alth ugh ta.me d1d not pe.rmldtexten51ve 1nterv1ew1ng .

X ] o . pf appllcants ,and freshmen befox:e the quest:.onnalre was "" ’
e ;'-. - \ {'sent out (thls was’ done on an 1nformal and random bas:l.s) ,
:,S '- l ‘| oa : '_' u".a pilot study would no doub:: '.h_‘ave resulted :Ln a more re-.": "!_

S ,}r: ; ~'El;med questlonnalre. ‘,For example oapbl:.cants were asked '
& LA "'f:how -often they attended church aand how often they" antl—-;f.
" ; ! _"cipa‘t//d attendmg church once they ‘had entered Memonal
Lo"";' ,',‘ a . . :"The 1nterv1ews¢:w1tl't freshmen d:rsclosed that the reasons

}‘ ' S ,""'for church attendan,ce were more relevant than frequency ‘

‘ T - ,,(,'of attendance Many outport students attended church for
= '%“;i;s.oc:.al as” welllas reln.bglous‘reasons, an ant1c1pated de-" : \
., i .f ‘ :: -;' crease J.n church attendance v;as not necessarlly a reflect—-
/ ? :.', . ion on” parental pressure‘or rellglos:Lty Because thJ.s ‘
" i . ‘- RO T '“".':"“ “'“ I H"},’ e e T :
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’ ﬁ’:'- a A 3 L - i L ...‘-"
- ’,‘ . . ".' . , . ' . \" ) . :
. ‘v . . c- ) R N . ; ~ ’ e
‘ o e - .o . ‘_: (”/5/.?,,,.‘\ e . oo : :_“.' ;51
PR factor had not been recogm.zed in. des:.gn:.ng the questlon R
e L e T i naa.re oy the 1tem could not ‘be: analyzed rellably. ;‘_,‘;.';.f'_ A e I
T ’The seml-structured :Lnterv1ews w1§:h freshmen were L
' ‘3; found to be a satlsfactory method of determlnlng adjust-\'."-‘,_ :
' i BT ment patterns.{ 'Of equal signlf:.cance, ‘the" susta:ned m-—“""".
I formal contact w:.th students prov:l.ded extens:we qualltat:.ve-.
v > s e T 2 o e ":‘1" ’ .
S data on freshmen adjustment dlff:l.cultles. T . 3 ‘ ST
) - % Append:l.x B llStS the frequency d::.strlbut:l.ons of all ]
B t e var:.ables contalqed 1n the cjuestlonnalre for ENTER and ’.
ORI ' ENTER. They are 1ncluded to supplement the analysm.i..
‘ Although many of the varlables are not dlrectly dealt w1th
‘, . ) ;m the text, the dlstrn.butlons re included because they A
- . D z B
' prova.de further background J.nformatlon and,,may be of interest
. e the re@der. A | : _,Z : :"'_f , L “ S
' [ : ‘ ° ‘ v : ’: s -" D * .{f.: ) '..- R k’ -'\» . ’ T )3‘
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- i these factors relate to access and adJustment in other

; parts of Canada. Essentlally though ‘the chlef purpose of ~~-\ ¢
:fthls study is. to 1nvest;gate the factors whlch decide who-;;,; o
'applles to un1ver51ty in Newfoundland why they apply, i %
‘ whlch appllcants galn access - and why, and to explore the “'3 £

lﬂ-ﬁadjustment problems the : successful appl;cants encounter - é
;' ' once they enter un:.ver‘sz.ty. - DI ‘ o
-, - “’.' E‘.
e A ’ - . '\ L3 ‘
) - o ST R

' gat:.on 1nto ‘access. and adjustment to um.vers:l.ty w:l.th:x.n K

.v-thls prov1nce must take 1nto account over/all hlstorlcal,

‘-areas p01nt out the factors common to all unlver51ty

- R ."4
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Confederatlon'W1th ganada in 19u9 resulﬁed in: drama-ﬂ,‘

tJ.c 5001al and economlc changes in- Newfoundland The o o \ i ,

:fdlrectlon ‘consequences and nature of the changes have , u
'been reflected 1n the development of hlgher educatlon.' ‘
- Young Newfoundlanders who applled to Memor;.al Unlversity

: ,were a product of these changes. Therefore, an 1nvest1-' R

RN

K .'-soc:l.al and economlcfc1rcumstances. : Comparlsons w1th S e s

“”access and adjustment patterns amohg students 1n other “_vn,lﬁ"f” .
. e

asplrants 1n thls country and also pornt to factors whlch L :
:"1llustrate the dlstlnctlveness of unlverSLty educatlon in ,7Lf 'iu.,j'

Newfoundland I ,'/77: ‘.” “,f *:}— T :5-u»§f'f -

ThJ.s study attempts to do both i. €. place ac_cess and

A adjustment :Lnanhlstorlcal context as well as :Ldentlfy how . .. : ’

FONNE



- . .
i, - . } . “ L
< ey . .. ¢ P .
38, - .
L 9% LT, i .
. v ) ) NPT
: ' Ce : R
: N N ol oo v . N
. . , t A MY
‘. R N .
-} N N S ' . LN
- . S : Lo .
R . » e o, .
\" t R DN .
. ' . 32 . N

To study these questlons, a sample survey was taken 1*};;i3;i o

s o . }of hlgh schxol students applyzng to Memor1a1 Unlver51ty B ﬁ

. “/'1n 1971. mhls gave background matetlal on.a nunber of var—?
: - ‘;lables related o, aPPlYlng for and belnq accepted for ffri; ;Z'JQVt
%”édswail%célszi?unlver;lty.{ More detalled 1nformatlon about why students ERENE )

.n.--027}13-]~;'Z?applled to unlver51ty, and about the klnds of adjustment 'ﬁffihﬁ .
SR N R L el
' "‘xi'f_-problems they encountered there, was gathered 1n a number

) : of seml-structured 1nterv1ews and 1nforma1 COnversatlons np;ﬁ' S
T w1th Memor1a1 students. The ma1n body of thls thesls f%’. e .
A N a R

reports and analyzes the flndlngs of these 1nvest1gat1ons.ﬁ R S

R
¥

e
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S U CHBAPTER-IIC i oo
T A
. .ACCESS TO UNIVERSITY "
A, Access'toﬂUniversitY'Among Newfoundland‘students
ey : N .‘ ,'_ a L = ' - . . " N
As the educatlonal fac111t1es have 1mprovea in both}]

. quantlty and quallty 1n Newfoundland, students have been

. led to belleve that the more formalleducatlon they recelve,

N

thhe better equlpped they w111 ‘be- to deal w1th life' s pro—

'”‘:blems partlcularly those a55001ated w1th economlc dlffl-‘
ifcultles.:.Thus the-fa01llt1es prov1dedtare usﬁally fllled -

"'to capacrty as soon as constructlon is completed Among

1fthe 1973 Newfoundland matrlculants, 93 6 per cent attended

a post—secondary 1nst1tutlon the folloW1ng year (Parsons

'\1974 73), 1nd1cat1ng that very few hlgh school graduates

,con51der matrlculatlon as the en% of thelr formal schoollng.._

f

ngh school matrlculatlon, however, contlnues to be jf

\
1nacce551ble for most students (Table 7 p 34 and Table 8,

o

f«\ s

p . 35 ). : Us1ng ‘the school retentlon rate 01ted in Parsons

(197“ 50) and data obtalned from the Department of Educa— N

\\ tlon and Memor1a1 Unlver51ty, Table 7 estlmates the retentlon'

of 1961 = 62 Grade II students through to unrver51ty in

(1971 « It 1nd1cates that over a third'of the students 1eft i

.l

et e gD
N * N N

——

3

P

school before-Grade XI._ Many of those who dld stay had ;.,~:F~"

dlfflculty completrngthelrsecondary educatlon.- In 1971
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f“§4\f:3 o :only a quarter of the Grade XI canldates matrlculatedfﬂ:‘

e e T e
R o ,:;.ﬂﬁ R
AR PRNERE ST 0 .

.....

‘ C e : ‘\ . iy
x\x_u S ;‘;.1(Table 8, p. 35 ) ; 0ver a. flfth ‘of  the canidates were

S ;3eithqr reertlng exams they had falled before or. were o
s ‘f.'/taklnd courses in- an %dult Educatlon Program. At 1east
'?ﬁ'"ﬁijhalf othhe canidates could have qual1f1ed for some

post-secondary course but for those who falled and at -5

"ﬁ‘,least some of those who wrote 1ncompletes, the only op—'

. TABLE'8

5 o by e ’: l .

Ul 1971 GRADE XI.PUBLIC EXAMINATION RESULTS® ™
' wavercunawzs . o Cews fzo efr~

cooTel T eassc o aaes o 2 camaete o

\'. INCOMPLETE . .- ;533:{5.2226{ﬁf':3',r Soe2qs L T

oL S e Towm 10040, -

*source: "Statlstlcal and Graphlcal Informatlon Derlved "
- from the" Grade XI: Public Examinations from June 1971";'

"and Youth, January, 1972.A-

v

'”ﬁtlons were to repeat Grade XI'or: to flnd a Job. “i-r'f';lﬁh:

‘Division of Educational Planning,’ Department of Educatlon{;f::

s .
B
.

. - .
-
-
i
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o only 14 per cent of this Grade I group However, a con-

Y

N ?; among appllcants, but as Tables 7 and 8 show the appll- ': '?"u.QB:l

,

.cants to- Memorlal wére themselves a select group. , n'. '-.,E ,"

' ThlS study concentrates on accessg to unlver51ty "T_.Q,":" ' L

.

L -

Almost ‘40 per cent of . the 1961-62 Grade XI students were : T o
not even,ln'the p051tlon to apply to unlver51ty-1n~1971;

In short, a study on access’ among appllcants deals w1th BRI E f\ﬁ

51deratlon of the barrlers to a unlvex51ty educatlon exper-'t TR

/

; 1enced by those'who dld.apply to- Memorlal glves some lndl-

catlon of the klnds of barrlers which undoubtedly 4mpeded S

seems to be related to an. 1nterplay between access to 1nfor-'

o,

1
access to hlgh school matrlculatlon among the majorlty of
L . | s oL R R . . . N A
. _ . ;

students. S o '”t i -:' o A
B.‘Choosing'a PoétQSecondary'Institution‘f Lo T ' "aj
;‘Access'to post;secOndary~institutionSin Newfoundland S

t
L ORI S D
matlon and avallable funds.“ The majorlty of hlgh school Ty

,,,,,, : L
U

Faae

1Tablé 9, p 37, whlch often results in the ch01ce of "i- ‘.f:.g -,

g . ., Y

1nst1tutlon belng based on the avallablllty of funds re-:

¢

latlve to the.,cost of:attendlng any -6ne post—secondary~' S o '?_f

1nst1tutlon. R ST LT

-

A”," Matriculants, while generally ill-lnformed about S o i

post-secondary 1nst1tutlons, ‘do - tend to have more 1nforma—'
tlon ‘than the whole Grade XI group (Table 9, p 37 ). There »;;l;—+¥j
are a couple of p0551ble explanatlon for" thlS. 81nce most.

matriculants attended a- post secondary 1nst1tutlon after

i

3

)

f
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KNOWLEDGE OF POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS. ;

”;?;'"'J:,’f 1973 MATRICULANTS AND 1974 GRADE XI s'rUDENTsa

A

| \;f'A‘?ER\CEN? Kﬁéw;uc K LIT&EE,dR'EOTE;NG"*

S r1973 T 1evw T 1973 L1974 197300 . 197k

:MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY Lo 23/8000 85,2 T84 . 51 9 W L 4Tee
"_"VOCATIONAL §CHOOLS j""fqu;li\'gfségs - K A S 5. 2033407-'7<-j.';}155 Q:f
1 UCOLLEGE OF TRADES - - © - 0. ¢ . e e e T e e

‘AND TECHNOLOGY < - ‘Bgyh ' 66,9 ~ .. 51.6° \‘;376‘¢-,j. 1.6 o 1766.2

’“scnoons OF NDRSING lf_‘iio;si “79. NI £ 76 N 31 2 'ijsigjl.?fip{_:73 o
COLLEGE or FISHERIES -153:85*-,;82{01‘j7j1 78,7 35 sj;.jwsggg'fﬁ,3” ,;“_79 71,

R TR : ’ AT T T e e T
. Source- Parsons 19711 61 62 19‘73 Matr:.cula.nt respondents~ ) 1803- R e Tl
- : Pazsons 19711 128 : {197u Grade XI respondents,. 7008 0 A
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AR T 3
hlgh school,,p0591b1y they made a greater effort durlng

Ca P”f-ﬁv ’hrgh school to f1nd out about ‘the varlous educatlonal
Y R 7

optlons than those ‘in Grade XI who doubted if they would

4

matrlculate, and/or career 1nformat10n and academlc success L.

N €

'!imay be related,ln that the educatlonal envrronment whlch
‘.a531sted students in attalnlng matrlculatlon may have also
jﬁ‘prov1ded them w1th support servzces such as career 1nformas-"
'tion. In any case, whlle the matrlculants tended to be |
ﬂ;;‘:{gj most 1nformed about Memorlal Unlver51ty, for the most part
f:they knew llttle about the other post—secondary 1nst1tutlons
;they could attend Choos;ng a postsseoondary ‘lnstltu~t '

‘u'tlon could not therefore have been based on full knowledge

I3

\5of the optlons avallable. . I
The avallablllty of 1nformatron is greater the larger ‘
‘che hlgh school and thus the larger the communlty. One ex-

‘treme example was a 1976 Memor1al freshman fron Franc01s, .

- a small isolated outport, who was famlllar only wrth teach-']',{"“

e g g At i 1 T e
. 4 . .

"1ng as a_career optlon. Not surprlslngly, he reglstered
A'f,ﬂ;‘ ;-if 43' at Memor1a1 in the Education program. By contrast, another |
. ‘v-1976 freshman from.st John 's. had had the oppbrtunrty in
_:ﬂGrade XI to meet w1th people from varlous professlons. She””
e ‘selected courses atMemor1a1 wh1ch would enable her to ‘
‘fgspeclallze in elther med1c1ne, physrotherapy, blology. of
‘gj "{' ﬂgﬁ?;‘j',chemlstry, she knew her lnterest‘was prlmarrly w1th SCLence'
m}‘; f-":i .‘;i 'and wanted exposure to a number of . scrence .courses 1n order
. ito flnd out whlch 1nterested her most.. Innterns/of careery
1informatlon, thetunlversity was_the on}y oPtion_ayailable p

e T . o . ' ' ’ . RN .

U
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”to the Frangors student bt for the St. John s student the.

'-declslon to attend uanerSLty was ‘a matter of chorce.g She]if
,bhad equal access, in terms of 1nformatlon and prox1m1ty, to
‘fthe unlver51ty, the College of Trades and Technology, nurs=

:”.1ng schools and the College of Flsherles.

\

- Informatlon about, and subsequently, the cholce of a

' post—secondary 1nst1tut10n has been medlated by the ploneer

1ng experiences of brothers and 51sters.' Thus applicants

"hdwho did not enter Memorlal in 1971 were less llkely than."l

J

, ENTER to have 51b11ngs who had attended unlver31ty and morem‘

“ilkely than ENTER to have 31blings who had attended trades ,"

N}

"nschool or nur51ng school (Appendlx B,p 184Nos.24 and 25)..

In addltlon to knowledge about . post-secondary 1nst1—

tutions, Parsons (1974).found COSt and proximity to homeuln-‘
fluenced students choice. Cost and proximitY‘are‘reiated -

'in that the greater the distance: between home and educatlon—'l

al. 1nst1tutlon the greater the cost of attendlng. Thls may

' 1n part explaln why such a‘low proportlon of 1971 Grade XTI

students from small schools. and thus small;towns, applled

to Memorral (Table 10 .p. 40 ). Slnce over half of the 1971,fﬂ
‘ifreshman class was from the Avalon Penlnsula (Parsons 197u.
v122), it follows that these outport students’ who dld not
apply were. mostly from areas far from St John s. '

'Government pollc1es on flnanc1a1 aid have not only en-

cA

'couraged Newfoundlanders to seek a post-secondary educatlon

Zbut have also lnfluenced whlch instltutlon they attend. As'

t

government flnanc1a1 ald for unlver31ty students decreased

/
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: st 0F~,H~IGH":SQI{OOLS\:j ' APPLICANTS, NFLD. HIGH' SCHOOLS - -

. L S L

. NO, OF STUDENTS. ' - - . '_APPLI"C.ANTSa‘ o NFLD.. HIGH . = . . 4.

IN GRADES' IX 70 XI. 1971 ..o - 'SCHOOL 1974 .~
S K - N I U R

LT e T el oF - g e RNOLLORT R b

I UNPPRY \-2 7 X S '-‘,,x-.-’SCHOOLS‘ o

 LESS THAN 99 ) " . . 41 15 3. L se o alde

- P - .
et Al AT I o e st i 8 £ A A A £ B < .
Y L -

100 =199 sa‘ “,.'20;17‘: Swe s Tl L
200 ~ 2990 00 v26 9.7, - C3g. Y 21,5 |
. 300-.399 L 19 . 71 Fa6 - a0 -

w99 . Tsgl 3l T we T

T
o < » ‘ UL S . o K

OVER'500- . .~ . - ''109 . 40.7 .. ... 12.., 6.8 "~

] f‘O REPLY . - - L RIS T E e ' ;

WEIGHTED TOTAL, - . -268. 100:0 177 - - 10,6 . V.

C ""'.-""-"'V-’SAMPLE.TOT'},!L- e 267 . -

v . el

I Datawerewelghted to represent the size qﬁ hlgh schools
S ew f0d among' all applicants to Memorial in 1971, We;ghtxng
- - . ratios: City - 2.67, Large Community - .66, Outport" -
- .82, These were applled to the breakdown of agpllcants
in each subsample by size 6f high school. The weighted. . .
" sample: total exceeds the sample total due to roundlng of o
numbers: 7. : N '
bSOurce. “Dlrectory of Schools. 197u 75", Department of - | .~
- Educatlon, Division of Research Planning and Information, . o
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador. - These flgures'
~overest:Lmate .the number-of students in Grades IX to XI in.
- those schools which also had ‘lower grades. . The figures'
' have beern moderately modified e.g. a school with 220
studerts in Grades VII. to XII was inecluded with schools

“Z<s;ii,TA”':f ,,f'_ wlth 100 - 199 ‘Grades IX to XI students.-
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Q,ln the early '70's and 1ncreased for VOcatlonal school | I

b
students@

among wqulng class rurg; students (Parson 197u 100 12u)

the enrolment at Memorial declxned, partlcularly

Many Grade XI students began to. percelve trades school as

'a more de51rabie and expedlent optxon (Parsons\l974 124) 'jw

v,
%

cally successful students, 71.2 per

respondents gqu

cent of. all Gr

'areéS (Eable 2

1students 2'

allf;ed for

:Pls)

I- can:.dates.l

In 1971 Memorlal Unxvers;ty attracted/gostly academl— .
t of the survey

orial as opposed to 26. l per-.

It'also attracted a

proportlon of students from, St. John's than rural ,

St John s . Grade XI stud.nts d1d

“better on the publlc exams' than the other Newfoundland -

'

The rural students were least llkely to matrl-

culate and the least 11kely ‘to apply for adm1551on to N

' Memorlal

-

,w1th appllcants t6 unlver51ty.

-

v

.

D

¢

'(4'

Almost}all the data collected for ‘this study deal * -

The dlscussion is concerned

.
1 i

Lot q
- with“access to unlversity w1th1n thls select group, although

- as noted, for most Newfoundland students accese to unlver-

91ty 1s lmpeded before appllcatlon. . \'

I

A
11970~7L. |

T

v

15‘f'

However, not all the 1971 appllcants attended ‘Grade XI durlng .
‘Some of them would have come from the Incomplete . -

-category" 1n Table 8 (p.35'), and others finished Grade XI a:

- ‘courses . taken
attaln Junior’

Ih 1971, st.

~ year or.so before 1971 ‘(Appendix B, p. 175 no. 2).

‘Also the

by Incomplete probably enabled some of them to

Matriculation. h

. John 's Grade XI students- comprlsed 19 5 per cent
~ ,'of the public examlnatlon canldates and 25, l per cent of the-~~'
%matriculants._ - . R _

[

o

[,

. .

I




‘ackground_Qharacteristics of Memorial's Applicants'

- & L .c“ : _"
- The majorlty of- Memorlal s appllcants in 1971 wereu

~ f' I somewhat unllkely canldates for a. unrver51ty educatlon when ‘

one con51ders the'tradltlonal route .of access ev1dent 'in f' S ,'z‘ﬁ
s B

. most of Canada.T First, 1t is somewhat remarkable that over

Bl ‘

- '.'-: ";v two thousand Newfoundlanders fert entered Memorlal 1n 1971

when.most of thelq parents had not completed hlgh school/

R

(see.Table 11, p. 44 and Table 17, p.74‘1 And second, srnce .

1

L oL -a unrversrty educatlonvhas in most places been notorlously g
Lo PR expenslve, 1t 1s, ‘on the surface, surprising“that most of

the students who sought a unlversity education were f;om
4

worklng class famllles (Tahle 12, p.46 Jd,a soc1al class

hx} Whlch generally has d;fflculty absorblng the expenses of., T

o e «post-secondary educatron. ) L uuh'fif*—' ‘ ‘f;? :

oo 1 T Unlver51t1es throughout Canada ‘had substant1a1 in-

Y

.; crepses in’ enrolment during the 1960 8. The polltjcal,

- 3

S social and economlc condltlon whlch preclpltated these lné_
creases no - doubt contrlbuted to Memorlal's rapld lncrease

v :-:,'f‘ﬂ in enrolment as well Plke (1970) found the 1ncreases

i

o resulted from an lncrease in high school matrlculants,\a _
";‘4>?roup in whﬁch the mlddle/cijss was over-represented. hi.f'f'
N _ Jansen (19Z/L/£c d the freshmen at York Unlversrty to be
3; S ;////pred6¢/negtly from the rlslng rather than festabllshed'

il K -

ﬂﬁﬂrf;ﬁ- ' .fmlddle cﬁgss, -a flndlng whlch mlght reflect a dlS 1nctive .
-;,:_If‘ N 'characfgrlstic of York Unlverglty s student body . or. mlght o LY

reflect;} a pattern of higher educat:.on s becomng more o

:accessihle.i L ".5. "Jk'm'-fclf'iﬂ"il-fi:f"? ‘ .} LT
.‘3 Co : N R . :.'I" -9 8 .r'.h S . - " . o i
B - L,. R T R

S S
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L AR " . There J.S no doubt that the number of matrlculants has

~'been .1.ncreas.1ng .1n Newfoundland, due to a substant:.al J.ncrease

¥
N

‘J.n the facil.ttles for secondary» educatlon made ava:.lable

e sinc:e Confederat:.on.i And the mlddle class J.s over-represented .
' ih : ’among Memorlal's appl:.cants (Table 12, ‘ps 46 ) and freshmen n ‘ "0/.
(Table 18, p. '75 ), but unlJ.ke most other Canadlan unlversl—
tJ.es 1t dld not constltute the majdrlty of students. ;; -'.ty‘.i,f
‘. ‘ ‘ Hedegard (1972 2) found t.hat 60 per cent of the parents of | :
. " ‘ the 1971 freshmen at MemorJ.al had completed no more than 10 ‘ -

o years ‘of formal schooling and 75 - 80 per cent of thelr

e fatheﬁs were in blue collar, work:mg class, occupatlons.]_:',‘

g .-_-V.Among the appllcants in the sample, 74 per cent of the:.r o

o o fathers and 73 ll per cent of theJ.r mothers had not completed
y "hlgh school (Table ll~, p. 44 ) Whenj the data on fathers ' ‘('ﬁ.'f"‘
" - r0ccupat10n weﬁ’e we:.ghted to repures/ent the soc:.al class c.:.s—‘-- “
. .t,rJ.but:Lon among appllcants to Memor:.al, about 60 per cent
- ' j‘, - "_Mf‘j"were 1n worklng class occupatlons. _' o \ '; .

: o ‘_*' » Among the freshmen in the sample (data not we.'l.ghted)

Cer T " ) ‘the proportlon was also 60 per cent. Hedegard surveyed

b,

? : e T
; . sample, so, hls est:.mate of the proport:l.on of work:l.ng class 1 .
Senn oL e at Memorlal may be more accurate. It was not apparent from )

¢ - a

The fJ.nd:Lngs clted from Hedegard's 1972 report= vere pre—

' ‘con51derab1y more of the 1971 freshmen than were in’ thlS o _, o

b eyt Tan Y,

A K A T e A TR o3 gt i

e e s

e gt
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e v b 4 e Kt TN B P S PN R 9 i ety s Sl e et
. . . e e T L A

3 } IJ.mJ.nary, although Hedegard mentioned that most of them - -
. . were substantiated 'in further -analysis, Most of these T
“ Fn, data were later’ presented in-Sharp (197ll) R ST e 'v,:;;.
B - ’ ‘ i I
e L ] az'l‘hese percentages were based on. the total number of respondents S
L we 700 .t who stated their parents! educatlon, 1 e. No- Reply and Don‘t Know
LT L weres not J.ncluded. e T e P . : R
.o o . . :’ R ¢ B - R [N T - . . t . . ,‘ ’ . ., ' .
.:“ - . ',:. l.a . . A .' "\’,',‘.
‘ '.‘I “‘ ." -' ’ .‘\“. B N ' :
A L P i pT e gy - N '/'.': - ST o
s ’) K L) .‘ ‘-".‘n : ./_ )






1““: oot

l‘n any case, ‘.Lt was apparent :Ln hoth. stud:.es that the' -

majo::i‘ty oﬁ appllcante and freshmen wez'e from workl.ng '

P

.:- ; class backgrounds, whereas 'mlddle class students were‘
ms . ': .

si'tua.t:Lon is reversed J.n Newfoundland due to 3 number

m the. ma;orrty at most Canad:.an unl.vers:l.tres.

[N

.

' of fact;s- "

N

h t, mai‘nland. .

.

. o i a’ ' ' ‘ PR
.1, ‘The ma]orn.ty of the Newfoundland Male Labour

Force J.s employed J.n worklng class occupataons (Table

12, p. 46-1-

‘ socral change program

. Wh:Lle the ggoyernment‘s ,soc:.al and-econom:r_gl_‘i
g

pared for major 1ndustr1al-

lzatlon, the latter has not been real:.zed

The anticrpated

R

need for spec:.al:.zed sk:.lls has not mater:.allzed.

Many of those tra:.ned for tecth.cal occupatlons have

v

moved to the 1ndustr1allzed cehters of the Canad:l.an w

s,industnes contlnue to be ‘the’ ma]ot employers, and these' S
requ:l.re few hlghly .tralned workers; ,

Unlve&:srty has had a 1arger workJ.ng class from whlch to .

—

7

LI

In short, Memorlal e

'Mlm.ng, fJ.shJ.ng, forestry and serw.ce )

attract students than un:Lvers:Ltn.es 1n the more J.ndust—"~'

e

L

mddle class

LT

'\.

RN

r.rJ.alszed areas of - the country.

~ .

"2.. Many memhers of the white collar, educated

i;'f.'

f Newfoundland have trad:.t:.onally been ~

»

8

I

-

i e i et e e s nent

L

it .

oo

LRSI TP S

~ transrent :ﬁmn:.grants, a consequence of lmu.ted Co

/ V.

educatronal f,ac:.lrt:.es prior to COnfedera,tJ.on.

‘a

Many of

"provi‘nce, and many of the provrnce's upper ‘

! .

' ‘the imported professionals who have remamed in the
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3. As part of 1tsx program to ralse the educatlonal stand-

-~ The P:.neo-Porter.’ scale llBtS a large number of 1nd1v1dual

occupatlons withln each claSSa.fJ.catJ.on whereas the

‘.mlddle class send thelr ch:l.ldren to ':'u'niv'ersiti"es "out—‘_

‘ "s1de Newfoundland.jll.1 As, a result, the proportlon of the .

-

_nu.ddle class wh:.ch seeks a- hlgher educatlon 1s greater than

' '-that represented among Memor:.al's appllcant lJ.st. ' A nat:Lve,

professmnal class :m emerglng from Memor1al Unlversz.ty s

e graduates, however, and this may reduce the outflux of

"-e-students to dther unlversit:.es in the future.v_ ) /

R ardp of ,Newfoundlanders, the government prov:Lded f1nanc1a1 '

o~

TR -

. A: ‘.aBSJ.stance for attendlng Memorlal Un:.vers:.ty In 1971

| . students were ellglble for a Canada Student Loan, free

tuitJ.on, and a grant to. derray the costs of attend:.ng

i

: 'university. The amount rece:l.ved depended on, the needs of
"each student. Thls flnanc:Lal ass:.stance enabled many -

__;work:.ng class students to offset the cost barrler tora -:.

N

'univers:tty educat:l.on.; _

a reservatlon is in’ order in makmg further comparl— .

. sons here. The Plneo-Porter Occupational Cla551flcat10n -
. used in category.lng students" fathers occupatlons 1S ‘not -
ﬁ"_dlrectly comparable to the breakdown of the Newfoundland-

fMale Labour Force 1971 obtalned from Statlstlcs Canada. ) _"

o ‘1There is Iittle hard data to support thls\ {atement . How- S
- ever, I have known of a vnumber of students from upper . m:l.ddle '

class families who ‘have gone either -to the mainland of:

- _Canada or -England to- attend um.vers.xty. Further, most of .
" the middle class 'NOSHOW's :m the sample had applied to an-
o other unive.rs:Lty. ) .

r
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’

N usual occupations. C

~

' Newfoundl anders .

v '

Canada bre a.kdown

| llstEd from thlS study s data.

. of social class background

EI

‘4

occupatmnal types are clustered w:.thm the Statistics

' 'l‘he latter was matched as closely as =

pOSSJ.ble w1th the Plneo-Porter scale but the reader should "- .

be aWare that there are undoubtedly 1nherent dlscrepanc1es.7 :

Further, students were asked to state thelr fathers' usual

occupatlon lf,l at the tJ.me, he was unemployed.

-~
. The

Newfoundland Male Labour Force does not 1nc1ude the . unem-l

ployed wh:Lle they have been a.bsorbed w1th1n the occupations SURRIES

‘The Un‘employed ,,category -
in- Table 12 (p 46 ) refers to students who stated that'?f'-- ‘
the:Lr fathers were unemployed but d:Ld not’ state the:Lr
VAT » |
Given thls prov:Lso, lt does seem clear that, wha.le
the maJorJ.ty of appl:.cants were working class, mlddle .
class appllcants were over-represented relatlve to then

overall Ne%:foundland populatlon, a slgn that the barrlers o

to unlverslty educatlon have not been: eradlcated in -~

Newfoundland desplte f:Lnam:J.al aJ.d programs almed at

mak:.ng a um.versn.ty education access:.ble to all qual:.fled

. Table 12, (p 46 ) shows' that 36,5 per '

cent of- the appllcants were mlddle class as. compared to.

20 per cent of the total populatlon._ Certam worklng class

occupations, however, were also over-represented In terms

students with lower working class
+ -

backgrounds vere the least llkely to apply to univers:Lty.

Bes:.des service professmnals, i.e. teachers ' soc:Lal

v

"\' N e
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- "'work‘ers, vclerg.y, me'di‘cal-'.'s.’t"aff' e the -most notable .'mlddle" ;
. class in the outports has been the merchants.v Out;_;ort
merchants' chlldren were s1gn1f:.cantly over—represented
lamong both appllcants and freshmen (Table 12, p.46) and
Table 18, P. '75 ). The Newfoundland outports merchants .
const?.tuted the endogenous nu.ddle class of the/pre—'
Confederat:.on era. They were the most prosperous members r

of the communlty ;Ln that they had the h:Lghest incomes:

‘..:.1 . /

They were the most promlnent ln that, as patrons J.n a .

cred:.t based economy, they dlrectly 1nfluenced the :anomes |

of most mémbers of the communltles. The declme of* the

outports 51nce Confederaton has threatened their. source

of income, and the power whlch they exerc1sed as patrons

has been replaced in part -hy the paternal:.sm of the
. government (Perlln 1971) '

Palllster and wllson (1970) , in a study of Engllsh

"}f R

their ch:l.ldren to maJ.ntaJ.n at least that soc:Lal stand::_ng.

LT

As a consequence of the change in the 'social and economJ.c

. structure of Newfoundland soc:Lety followmg Confederatlon, :

" ‘."-r the m:.ddle class merchant foresees that his children can
’ not obtaln the economic and prestlgz.ous heneflts of the N

middle class in the same manner that he did.. . Instead he

encourages them to ava:Ll of the urban—industrlal soclety s

gateway to the nu.ddle class 1 e. education. His f:.nanclal
. resources enable the merchant' to convert the old mlddle’

E class stand:.ng 1nto new nu.ddle class stand:.ng for his \

o 'A e 50 °

school chJ.ldren, ma:.ntalned that middle class parents wa.nt '

e

.
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famrly. The applrca.nts from thJ..S background tended to
' depend more on parents f;or ﬁmanc:.al assrstance than ;

~did a.ny\ of th:la other appllcants Cl'a,ble 13, p 52,

OfflC:Lal-Sma.ll 1 '

: These factors :Lllustrate two pr:mc:.pal pomts |

cOncern.Lng the relatlonslup between soc;al class and

| educatlon 1n a soc.Lety undergo:.ng the process of ux-. [ P
bam,zatlon and ‘attempted‘ lndustrla.lJ.za,tJ.on' (l) the
Aexlstxng mlddle class '.'LS the flrst to utlla.ze th’e" B
educat:Lonal opportum.tles, thereby malntalnmgults
S . - soca.al standlng, and. (2) the exlsting mlddle class 15

(. - c
better equrpped than those w:x.th fewer f:.nanc1a1 resour- .
' ‘:. . ces to absorb the cost of hlgher edpcatlon.

Appllcants whose fathers had sk:.lled occupatlons

were overrepresented relatlve to the provfnc:l.al popula-"‘

) tJ.on. Also over—represented, but to a much lesser degree,

these two classxf:.catlons overlap, since it is suspected
tl@t some students l:Lsted their fathers' occupatlon as
Carpenter (Skllled) when they were often also flsher-
_en. It has been common for fishermen to seek employment/

- " dur:.ng the wrnter months as carpenters. Also flshermen

:": k wbo have left the f;she.ry due to resettlement or poor
ca.tches sometunes make carpentrr the.Lr new occupatlon.

.- Qve.r half ot the:p antrc:.pated receivmg ‘Some ﬁinanc:Lal

R assi:sta.nce from theu: parents, wh;ch indicates that the

Y ; w

-5

fmuil}p fncone was at 1ea.st suffl.c:Lent to supplement the cost' |

& .

‘were the chlldi'e of- flshermeﬁ and farmers.‘ In many cases_‘l.‘i

v
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NO OCCUPATION:GIVEN - - .0 .
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o - APPLICANTS- FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM PARENTS BY. FATHEP g OCCUPATION;
) *IJ FATHERS OCCUPATION ‘

"fNQNE -

é’_

i
‘"151301?,'"smili—inior,'.'“~
OFFICIAL LARGE.

S\-OFFICIAL SMALL ;

. CLERICAL & SALES; .fff L
. SKILLED . | BT "A v

"‘SEMI-SKILLED; UNSKILLED

t FISHING, FARMING

B ..

orEER®.

g

2a 13 % b « .01

'm'iL}

.19

2

o)
5 mtm——

.69

4

TABLE 13

YT

AMOUNT -OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM PARENTS

-ZS;SZJJS”:
322 .
3480
6.7
ars

;25.8S"

216
6T

o4

SOME

. DONT’ Knéw
o - 'u%A;
2377 7300
39 7 86.7 -

2. 886

. See next page for footnotes.;ﬁzgﬁ,'ﬂ‘ A z‘._ " . -_j
& SR ' - ) UL - . ;o :

~4s _*,59.2;};fl$
30 50,87 ..
-1 333

:5“5';;j;5:,:4-S

.165“ ;éiisi*'Vf

i.

I

.-,‘ <

1o V14037

. — C . ct—— PR

,;#ifffg7i5§é;_;tffaj
11077, 1609 7 59

R

v s el
B R AT
99,9 7 L

- —100 1l$l

j“z_ﬁi;5725;6f“'15875

;NQ:REPL¥~'"sf. TOTAL

10000
‘.iod,if'

- . {n- ".

100. qff%ﬁif"

100 0.

s 100. oﬂ-f~f

i -‘; LT

733“l-*,fiz.4;f¢237,14

(yemployed, other, qnd No 0ccupation given\uexe nqt included )

1bo;&,7*
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ot un:l.versztty (Table 13, . 52 7.

The data presented in Table 13 are however ,' only a’

" ,guidel:tne oif parents’ f:manc:.al asslstance because of thq .
"ltypes of repl:.es g:.ven by the applicants. For example, ERt

~_Asome ‘did not reply to the question on fmancial aid a.t all,. a

v -

’ others gave replies such as most“ t:o one category and
_ ‘left-theothers bla.nk Those left blank mJ.ght have been.an -
. 1ndication that the student did not know how much he/she _
would receive from thlS source, dia not anticipate receiv- ‘

- ing. any from th15 source or' chose not to give 'the 1nfor- .

-

. ’ matioh. The high number of applicants in the categorles
‘ Clerlcal and Sales, Skllled, Semi-Skllled and Unskilled

’ wbo\d:.d not reply %o the question on financ1a1 aid from

parents leaves unanswered the question of how extens:l.ve

parents financial_ sup_port wae for the working class appli-"

cants‘; - ~Howeter', one could sp'e'culate-'that "'the'-higlier

rfll

"cants who dld not reply might be an 1ndication that, for

the working ,c:iasses, getting money from parents was not

'. guaranteed and depended upon how much could be raised from
' othe,r sources. In areas where themwas not an eztensz.ve .

',government program to defray the cost of univers:.ty, 1t is -

suspected that applicants com:.ng dJ.rectly from high school

. would have been more deCJ.B.'LVe about how much they would

“a
recieve from the:Lr parents. :
N |

Children wlth fathers 1n sem—skilled and unskllled

occupations were clearly under-represented among the

3 e D i i e

umber of- working class appl:rcants than nu.ddle class appli- '

[
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universityf applicani:s. “‘These job cla"ssifications» ha\}e

>

=

’ the lowest monetary return w.tth:.n our soc:.ety and there-— :

fore Presenfr the greatest econom:.c burden J.n prov:l.ding
post-sg_condary educatlon. . Pike (1970) found that the - '_

cost barner was the major reason why many Canad:..ans dJ.d

. not enter’ unlversrty. Undoubtedly th.l.s cost barrler is

paramount among the lower J.ncome famllles and, J.n 1tself

explalns why so few of the students from these famllles »

sought admitta.nce to un1ver31ty. o R .

'
. . LN

Low :anome also affects motivatlon (Palllster and

a

Wilson 1970) . Parents who enjoy . few of- soc:.ety 5 benefJ.ts

¢ 1

and are unable fmancmally to ass:.st t.helr chlldren in at- '

taining\such beneflts,roften do not mot:.vate their ch].ld—

¥,

_ren toward wha.t they themselves cons:.der to be unrealzst:.c .

_exp,ectatlonsi.. ’
’”D';: »Sociel) Class : ,Urb;an/Rural: con_trasts

- . * .l

Access to university'was relatea to:size of home com-"") h

- munity as well a8 social class background, partly because,

~

: within Newfoundland, the “‘varlables of commuzuty size and i

- 1~.4. The St. John's area’ ha the Highest proportlon of

social class are themselves related. In th:.s regard a»num;’

ber’ of patterns were observed among the. appllcants;

-

app]g.cants of any a:rea in Newfoundland-
2. About 60 per c_entof the st. John s applicants were

from m:n.ddle class faJIlll.'LES' L o

7o

-~

3. Only a lz.ttle over a quarter of the ptudents from

- . L s
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oational fac::.lities and occupatmn dlstribution.

. Newfoundland ,(populatlo.n 1971 95 315) As the capital

- Fisheries, a Trades ‘and Technology College and £our" schools

“lsource: fE';_'_tetietiosw:ana.da

D B o v‘.-f-r-n..v....-_...-.'_..__.._..--.-.. Lt e el + P S
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. commuxuties outside the :St. John's area )were middle class '

"familles. TR TR

SL— . . LS Y ’ o "‘2!"

: Accord:_ng to the 1971 Censué, the St . John's'metro- ﬂ"

polita.n area had approx:.mately 20 per cent of the provxnce 5 .

total population. ~ In that same year, 31 percent of the

Newfoundland applicants to: the first year program at

_Memorial were from St. John 's (Table 2, p. 18 ) ‘ Thls

over—representation is not surprismg when one cons:.ders

4, :
factors such as cost, proxmity to 'the 'university, edu— Ce

_St. Joh.n's is the singﬂ.e largest '&rban centre in '\

3

. of the province‘,'it is the headquarters of most govemment
" departments" and aéenoies. It has the most extenaive medi-

. cal- fac.1lit1es in the’ province, -a un:.vereity, College of |

/

of nursing. It is the mam d:.stribut:.on centre for most

major retail huainessles.~ With euch a d:.verse economy. the

l . .
oity has a broader distribution of occupat:.ons than any “ / L

other - a?ea of the provinoe. PR q',

- since St. John's students oould live at home wh:.le :

attending unlvers:l.ty, the cost was lese for them than for

,students ‘who had to find extra funds for accomodation S

-

and transportatmn . And as already note,d proximity to a

3




\to unxvers;ty attendance., Of course, the cost to students 'Irbxﬂl:'

from other parts of the Avalon Penlnsula, whlle hlgher

than%that for St..John's students, was st111 less than

\ o

L for those from more dlstant areas of the prov1nce.

K

The majdrlty of St. John s appllcants were from

'mlddle class famllles (Eable 12, p.46 }

students who fathers' occupatlons'were elther Professxonab ,f;‘ﬂ ' A:?

‘ -

ARY
- { s

1

o, Iand admlnlstrators 1n the per1nce, whlch is a contrlbut- o _T'
'ing factor 1n the hlgh proportlon of mlddle class appll- 3

o

r

.. few profe851onals.'_‘ -
T ',;see'msbfof3Neutoundland§.Prontspiece;}‘
: ' -l . ’ B “ .
“ ) ’ f.-' e ’ .“‘ ._' N ~
», PSS AN o';'" i

Thls includes

(e g.-doctors), Seml—Profe351onal Ee g. teachers), Offl- -:
'» cial-Large (e g. bank manager, government mlnlster), or.
o 70fficial—Small (e. g- small busxness owner).; St. John's o

' ':i.‘ls the center for the largest proportlon of - profeSSLOnals a':

.Efcants from that c1ty. Also, certalnly part of the reason
);why the majorlty of rural appllcants had worklng class and

'ESmall producer backgrounds is the rural Newfoundland has

i ,\2— : . .
. ‘ S | o
"A;‘: varlety of educatlonal 1nst1tutlons and occupations in- ;“; S
“! creases knowledge of career optlons and the tralnlng | -
necessary for: them.. ;;;'ffTé ﬁ“~ R ( P |
“ Over half (55 per cent) of the 1971 freshmenkwere : Lo 1
from communltles on the Asalon Penlnsula, 1nc1ud1ng ' - !
: Ste Uohn's (Parsons 1974° 122) Thls suggests that‘not
only the urban settlng ltSEIf, but access to ltS fac111-f ‘
tles and 1nst1tutlons from outlylng areas, cqntrlbutes-i".
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[iw;th educatlonal asprratlons than mlght be evxdent among 3-»

‘equal access to all post-secondary instltutlons. ;

o A SR . 58

. ‘The hlgh correlatlon betw%en father 8 occupatlon and
v . \

Voo

student's educatlonal asplratlons 1s well documented }; g/ P

(PaIIrstErand Wllson 1970 'Parsons 1974 Plké 1970). ParSOns

‘v

v

’(1974 73) found that among 1973 Grade XI matrlculants 1n

: the larger the percentage of students“who went to Jobs and

r’

"'vocatlonal schools and the hlgher the fathers' class of : :

[y

r

jfoccupatlons the greater the percentage of students who went

f'to Memorlal UnlverSLty.-

. This flndlng accounts for the hlgh proportlon of

"St. John s mlddle class students applylng to Memdrlal and 1t

also reflects acce551b111ty of post-secondgry educatlon
/ .

QSt. John 's students,had,equal»acqess.to unlver51ty; ‘the .

College of. Trades and Technology.as well as-‘a nnmber"of other

1 . a

‘post—secondary 1nst1tut10ns,'1n that these 1nst1tutlons were .
‘ in thelr honie town., If the worklng'class students do

_ilndeed asPlre to careers characterlstlc of that soc1al

F)

,class, and thesé skllls are taught at thejCollege of Trades

and Technology, then Stt John's students educat10nal

e

: expectatlons can be met w1thout 1ncurf1ng costs h1gher than ‘
'those needed ‘'to attend another 1nst1tutlon.. Possxbly the
I ;.breakdown of St. John 's appllcants by father s occupatlon is

:a.better 1ndicatlon of educat10nal expectatlons c01nc1d1ng

/.'

-

I [}

v

'~Newfoundland, “the loewer the ﬁrthers class of. occupatlons ';

. e
which meets the asplratlons of the worklng class studénts. ,

'éiout-of—town students, sznce the latter group d1d not have *{'

.:\ =
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s S ' The avallabrlaty of a greater varlety of post- U s ﬂ“t
.ot L . .. e -
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'secondary 1nst1tutlons to St. John s students contrasts a .
,-‘ R | . . .
, problem faced by outport students."They have‘to pay morei
’ ' i

F ' - - - PR
tutlon. Trades schools and nursrng schools are 31tuated in e
: \ - ..,‘ :

',‘-'-f‘. other larger centers 1n the prov1nce, but attendlng these A

means about as’ much 1n terms of the cost of. accommodatlon

,nfor outport students as does attendlng lnstrtutlons srtuated "‘

.. in st. John s. L ' - L

'.:“ T . t
: E. 'Motivationfand'Expectation ‘;"; T L fﬁf“
S S . , SR T

Government subsrdlzatlon promlsed to allev1ate the ‘

e . .flﬁanmal burden of;. hlgher education, enablz_ng man; students -
or the low and medlum income famllles to. Seek trarnlng other-‘w
4 =f'_3'i%x . QW1se beyond therr means. :The survey flndlngs alsc 1nd1cate
'L(':¥' _j‘ "that there is a qualltatlve, emotlonal, factor whlch hai?//

- i o motrvated Newfoundland students to .seek’ a hlgher level

1 ":‘_ : -f Teducatlon than most of therr parents (Parents Educatlon,;

PR Y 0 mable 11, po44 ).

The comments of workrng class’ applrcants revealed

_that the dlsadvantages experrenced by their parents often .

4 n m

operated to lnten51fy their’ motlvatron to attend. university.

.

-

. Thrs contravenes the flndlng of Pallrster and Wllson (1970)
":r"f:flt that chlldren are, most oftenxemotlonally restrrcted to- ant1-
g :ﬁi \lcipate ‘thé soclo-economlc status of ‘their parents.' In the.’
‘ Ti;* pecullar comtemoorary Newfoundland srtuatlon, by contrast,

‘( | the worklng class Memorlal applrcant has been more lrkely

to feel that hlS parents had been unjustly treated in the

ey s = R i Lo . L g e e -y

to attend unlversrty, or any other post-secondary rnstl— f . /@f'

g
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B underlylng many of thelr cOmments-ﬂ

'”“Epast and that 1t was hlS duty to change the 51tuatlon and
. show that hls famlly was "as good as the rest of them"‘

'These v1ews have often been relnfonhﬁd by the parents. 4}f -

Students held these v1ews w1th varylng degrees of

7.inten51ty. No doubt many would obJect to hay g such” rlght—’
. }, ‘_..

‘eous and moral notlons attrlbuted to them.: Nevertheless

R

there was a dlstlnct ambltron,to alter famlly tradltlon AR

My mother was’ a- teacher and she only had '
Grade X. - She still w15hes she could have :
gotten more f_educatlon] .o Myself, I've.
" .always wanted to go. to unlver51ty, but,4'
let's put it this way, I wouldn't want
o to face her . lf I ‘didn't go. :

I § want to be my own. boss. l don't mean’ i
y have a company or anything. tike that but
. I don't want to have to swallow crap from -
.~ some wheel Just ‘because there's no choxce...
-with a-degree. there s a cholce.‘__ '

- B

Ef;.fj':There!s'nothing'togdo:at:home but/fish, .

P W T ‘/

JIt s hard.to explaln. ‘I could say. I want ,

Lan educatlon and a .good job but there's . e S
~personal stuff too. :Neither of my pdrents. -
had’'much schooling but they're proud. and” . L

. ‘work hard.” It was ‘tough for them in the . - LN

_,Depressron, worklng for little or nothlng. B

* They're always' so proud when I do well,

7 it's kind.of like their-achievement. - '7”:;_ PRI

. Well, you kiiow; I think: ‘about. these thlngs
: .rand At klnd of spurs.me’ ‘on. . o

'-lar?> "“Almost a flfth of the applxcants intended to use a’ uni-.

Ver81ty tralnlng as a means of earning more money (Table 14,

= .

p.ﬁl/)u For some students who wanted to overcome the

‘deprlvatlon experlenced by thelr parents, an opportunlty to

(
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| | _ '-62‘1
'earn a suhstant1a1 wage would enable them to assert both~

Y econqmﬁc and soc1a1 :Lndependence. /However, for most stu—‘

e

dents in this category, more money was not in ltself the

Q.

' pr:.ncrpal :Lssue.. Emotronal and J.ntellectual sat:.sfact:.on : ‘

were often as important as a h:g sala,rg. R | o
ghe small proportion.of applrcants'who percelved only

a srngle,srgnrflcant other person as havlng ﬁormed thelr\‘?L.'

.-attxtudes toward unlyerSLty-ls lndlcatlve of the cummulatlve

‘.i' }fr ~effect of 1nfluence £xom varlous.sources CTable 14) Thls

a

B is reflected in the hlgh percentage (71 9. per cent) who stated
that they‘were self—motlvated ‘But rarely did a student as-

' p1re to hljher educatlon solely through personal initlatlve.
. S

"Rather, self-motlvatlon can be 1nterpreted as the selectrve‘ '

1'1nterna11zatlpn of values learned from others.-
Durlng the 1nterv1ews, most students readlly acknowledged
/

Z the 1nfluence of others ln formlng thelr values toward educa- ‘

-‘ftion. Yet in reply to. the question "What flnally-made you

R ."”iﬁdECLde to attend unlverSLtyf“ the most common replles were

. .

cmTive always wanted to go" or "It's always been assumed"“'

: These -students. had taken on the value prlentatlonS\of others,ﬂ

‘las thelr own, to the pornt of havrng dlfflculty defrnlng the o

1tra1 source of Lnfluence. , :
Nhen,asked at what ‘point they had begun to asspme

S they uquld attend unxversxty,:most Lntervleuees said-lt was

:-7'.v

probably durlng Grade’VI ox VII. An’ 1nterest1ng exceptron .

'.to tﬁis:trend uas found among a numbex ot outport students '

- -~
. LY , f
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) %'to a higher educatlon, but the 1ncreased exposure to a.

flrather than just "wishful thlnklng .
) offer them, in-short, what they were motlvated toward, were

"“medla and teachers. Only a few of their parents had attended

.history of enrolment patterns at T;;Prial

. = . ) .- . ..‘ .\’”/I

nﬁu)had been bussed to larger reglonal schools for hlgh "vf‘ i

S

school --When Lntervrewed durlng thelr freshman year at

Memorlal, several of these students stated that they had

"'started to thlnk about ahtendlng unmver51ty in Grade Ix

.(the flrst year they were bussed to reglonal high schools).-

1d One student suggested that he had already been predlsposed

e

T greater number of students and teachers in the 1arger

‘l'school hadumade h1m think of it as a reallstlc optlon,

i
-

Most studerits' notlons about what un1vers;ty had to

based on second hand lnformatlon, obtalned mostly from the - '
.

'unrversxty (Table ll p. 44 .), Those whose s1b11ngs had

,jattended were falrlyfamlllar with the unlver31ty env1ronment

However,their 51b11ngs were usually unfamlllar w1th the conr

'sequences of this tralnlng in terms of long term future

opportunlty and life style, sxnce most of them were stlllL‘hlf Co
|

jstudents or had only recently graduated. l And ower half.

,(

!;f the. appllcants dia’ not have a’ 31b11ng who had attended ,.5

‘Untveralty (Appendlx B/ pii 133, No.. 221,

The majorlty of appl;cants were faced with a number L

o of discrepancles between the1r backgrounds and the future

'ficlrcumstances whrch a,univer31tyveducatlpn.would entail.

~

This statement is baked on’students' comments and the .

[

. & . L
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"smty ccmmunlty, the llfe styles of university educated

.people, and 1n the case of rural students, urban 11v1ng.fve‘f ‘ ;fﬁ'

S e
S,

;all?"‘ 70 per cent of the appllcants d1d not mentlon a

:BPECLflC career goal. Thls is not to say that none of

tlS, p.68 ), About a fifth thought of. unzversrty as a’

‘ »means to a good ]ob, approxlgately the same proportlon

-unrversrty educatlon as thelr main reason for attendlng R

funlver51ty in an earlier forced chorce questlon (Table 14, o o Z'dt

- for the future (15 7 per cent) were sxmllar o those who
'igave educatlon for 1ts own sake as a reply, in that all

"Jthese replles were of a general rather than specific p‘[.‘f

' imgre951on that many of the appllcants were 11ke new .
B -converts, they—had 1earned the rhetorlc, hut had no -

jpragmatlc ;nformat;on‘about,lts 1mp1rcat;ons.

.64

_{ .

They were unfamlllar for the most part w1th the unlver—-‘kﬂ"" , -

”u{”f The appllcants expected ‘the unlver81ty to be ‘more"

than a tralnlng ground for a speclflc career. In reply o

°

.;'to the questlon "why do you want to go to unlver31ty at: ':‘g ;h'i“'f

Pthem had spec1f1c career goals, but rather that other ‘x.;
reasons for wantlng to attend unrversrty preclpltated A

; specrfrc career expectatlonS\ Educatlon, 1n the sense

of an lncrease in. knowledge, and broadenlng of one.s

) perspectlve was the most frequently glven reason (Table

~
s

-

/

as’ had glven “because you can. earn more money w1th a

-

'

-f'pi 61 1 T R SR

: L ' ' C A
' Appllcants who saw unlver51ty as a means’ to prepare . ‘;31
\

nature. The nature of the replres to thls item 1eft the

f e I S S S SN . - PR
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"Politicans;'theumedra}'and”teaéhers~had°addeatedf’
L

-that. a unlverSLty educatron was an asset, and fqrther,"

wwould be 1nstrumental in allow1ng the 1nd1v1dual more

Ll

,1ndependence, flexrblllty and ch01ce.

iifirst Qraduates Probably had found that this was indeed

/

t'the case, 'since the proulnce was 1n«éuch desparate need fi':'

of skllled people tha suitable employment was avallable
for most of t&em. ‘ '
In retrOSpect, 1t is obvaous that this trend has .

been eroded Many essentral professronal Jobs have been I

fllled and the economy has. not expanded sufflclently to

absorb all the new graduates.; The 1971 applicants weEe

' on the hump of the " economlc trend Just before Ehe,down- ‘
. o
Durlng the ‘60's there had not beén a 51gn1f1cant
l !.
unemployment problem among unlver51ty graduates, whlch .

probably relnforced the expectatlons of the record

A

- v

number of students attendlng Memorlal Ln 1971.

fall.

They had ‘

lIn September, 1977 an. offlclal at the Canada Manpower

office at Memorial University  told me that gradually over
" the years -it has become- more: dlfflcult to get job place--
“ments .for graduates, particularly .those with Arts and
- Science degrees and in 1977 for Education’ graduates.'
- former students at Memorial, interv1ewed in 1977 for a -

T /radlo documentary on attitudes toward a university educa-

tion and job opportunltles for university graduates, claimed-
. they.could only find jobs which requxred 3 to 4 years less
training than they had attained.’ Others. had left Memorial
to attend the College of Trades and Technology partly 1
because théy. thought thergiwould be: more job opportunities
1f they nad technlcal “rath r than general training.~“ -

’
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fbeen productlve.

(=the1r expectatrons.

A

"

“"been lrstenrng to the advrce to get more education and had

o seen that at’" 1east n the PreVLous ﬂew years the adVLCE had

. 'A

- The followrng responses ‘to the questlon “Why do’ you

want to go to unrversrty at all?“ rtlustrate the nature of

...I want a better educatlon, the better pay e
Cit will brlng and. at the same tlme there is - | f?n'

'gnothlng else to do.™ . R b

{«, _.‘,‘,‘.

f?fTo better myself for . the future. -1 want,. to. aln
L 11ve well and help my famlly..-,j : :

T feel’ that it will be a worthwhile experlence.;:
. It may help me in deciding what I really want_
‘out of life. S e

As I have said- before, I want an. educatlon.

- . I do not want job tra1n1ng ‘and at universrty

o (theorrcally) I can . get an educatron.

~‘I'm not sure what I'm gorng ‘to-do so I figure"‘_,
it won't hurt to have one.year of unlverSLty. e
I'm: gorng to dec1de after. first: year. ‘ ‘

To make somethlng of myself and nog: be a
. waste. to’ the communlty and- faM11y With whom
. O llve. . . T IR

LI want to. go to un1Ver51ty because the course : .
I want to do is only given at the university . . 2

*~’and I uant to take that course real bad T 5‘;>Ai‘7b

o I thrnk,that in order for a person to. succeed.
~ In today's world he s got to have a degree of'
-same sort. .. - . ) :
‘I want to go to un;versxty because you can be ._"4'
" .sure,of a job when you're finished, *This is- . = =~
_‘not the case after you go. to Trades College.*
7;rF1nlsh.my educatlon and have the letters BSC '
.,after my name.,‘ . , I
. . \

What else. would ‘T do.” Also thls is my first {RE,I

N . . SR (i . P . LT . F e A '
B PO P , . . . . L T
. oy . . - ' 3, - . * . - . "- ” '
e o - . N S -
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'?I:y chance to get away from home.
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To extend my education. Find a career in - -
-a fleld that requlres a universxty degree.
- Its where my future lies, be31des I know '”‘.'f R
what society offers for the unéducated ‘ L

' Everyone’ needs an unlverSLty educatlon to -
. accompllsh somethlng worthwhile in thlS
< 1;fe. :

The appllcants ‘were’ hlghly motlvated to attend unlverSLty:

K

“and they hadlhlgh expectatlons as to what mt had to offer them.

A.5They wanted to go because peopie ‘had’ toid them that 1t would

Vlead to a. 'better' llfe, it was 'a means to securrty and to -

3 . e

av01d1ng the poverty experlenced by many of thelr parents

during the depre531on years._ Table .15 gives a breakdown of -

fthe most frequent reasons why they wanted to attend univer-

sity.- Because there was overlap, for\example, the student.

\

',who stated ‘"to get an_ educatlon so I can get a Job“ is inéw

cluded under both EducatLOn (With Other Reasons) and Job -

| (Wlth Other Reasons), the total replles exceed the total fu‘ffu N
"sample number. Appendlx C llsts the full range of responses

R this item. . .o T J’"f‘ o '.f.',xil

Hedegard (1972 31 found that Memor1al UnlverSLty

freshmen saw unlver51ty e;ther as a path to a profe551on,.
4:.or as a place to meet. people ’and learn soc1al skllls, and o
;were to a lesser extent motlvated by vocational and aesthe—

Etlc reasons. That flndlng is not directly consxstent w1th '

‘ F',the data - presented 1n ‘Table 15. “The appllcants were very

:,;much 1nterested ln the soc1al aspects of unlverSLty, but

‘r

’ dld not consrder rt the most lmportant rssue. ‘They" were .

being orlented toward a future w1thfwh1ch they were not

s Lo~

o
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}.famlllar,they saw unlver91ty as an approprlate step in

preparlng for that future, and expécted or hoped that 1t

fsoc1ally.

‘"it must be remembered ‘that the students diad not get these

g sxncerely belleved in what they wrote. Tlme and again

~;to questlon the rhetorlc or wonder how they were going

~,would solve the problem for them.

'was due to lack of information about courses offered at

l’-:both the unlverslty and the Trades College, or for that ™ . | E

w

- ‘ 69"
. \

would prepare them v0catlona11y, intellectually and

. i . . AN \ )

They nay well have been realistlc 1n assumlng that

- a un1versrty educatlon would get them a ]ob at worst,, ty, e

-

.lt mlght mean havzng an edge over hlgh school graduates ' ; e

" for seml—skilled lahour. ‘To assume that a unlverslty

educatxon 1s neceseary to accompllsh somethlng worth-'

a

'while in thlS llfe" is perhaps nalevely 1deallstic, but

1deas from experlence. There is no doubt the students
I\

the freshmen (those. both.formally and 1nformally 1nter-

' viewed) expressed the same hopes, although as they became

more experienced w1th the universxty enV1roment they came

‘to fulflll such hlgh expectatlons.‘ Even those who duinot :f

know-exactly qpat the future held hoped the university
" B LY A-s

One of the 1971 appllcants thought he. waé assured
of a joh with a unlver31ty educatlon, but. would not_he B
if he attended the Trades College. Sxmllar sentlments ;

uere expressed hy a number of freshmen. Most often thxs‘

e

matter, the College;of-Fxsheries.' The almost complete

T S

* .
| VAR P e




,‘fllack of career 1nformatlon known by the’ 1971 freshmen :»_:-f B
- wag astounding The. more fortunabte ones knew eomethmg | b ,
.~a50ut the drsciplrne they were studyang. Many dxd not

'1n£ormatron dld not seen to. dampen the applrcants‘ ex-'

~to the "hetter“ lrfe, “but- lt did mean that\therr expecta—f

. tions were not always reallstlcally drrected.-

:;'towards trades-schools and the College oﬂ Tradee and Techno“ )
';the students in the!electronrcs program at the College of ' ‘.~\”

'Engineerrng degree program at Memqual.l All four haa
"similar reasons for swrtchrng programs the electronlcs
course Jwas- challenglng, lt required four years less stu&§
:Cthan the Englneerrng program, job opportunitles looked '“ . ‘
'promieing, the prospectlve pay aeemed good, staying at ‘.l'- ;@if”ﬂ _.t
‘ univer51ty would have meant d01ng without four yeare of ;j »

""relatlvely good rncome, and attending “the Trades College
,cost less than attending Memorial (_the reverse of the o
‘laituatron rn 1971,.due primarrlr to changes 1n the L o ;;f:f;

'\,government ﬂfnancxel ald programL.. These etudents ‘were N 5 ;#%f

even know-that much,and certalnly kneW"nothlng about the T -,41;~3‘

Jorrty of career optrons open to them’. Lack oﬁ career

pectatrons that a unrversrty educatlon was the best means 'l

KEeplng in mind the lack of careex: rnformatron known

to the 1971 applicants and the attitudes of some ‘of them

logy, it was lnterestlng to disoover that at least four of

Tradee and Technology rn 1977 were former students of the .

Poa

w

1Tnése students were interviewed fox a. rﬂdio documentary on
attttudes towerd jph opportunrtles for: pnﬁversity graduaees. -

e Pt £ e b e am e &
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.': 8 their appllca{:Lons had all been successful But in fact

B " of. high school}students (as.ip Table 7, p.;34 and Table 10,

_ | o

, somewhat more pragmatac than many 1971 freshmen, but their - “

-"reasons for sm,tchmg programs also 1nd:.cate the extent to.‘l_"_
th.ch econom:Lc changes and government polrcies toﬁara edu-:.'

cat.'Lon affect J.nd.widual asplratlons and expectatlons. ! - o

.What’ever changes have occurred since 1971 for lwhat-‘ o : /i

» . '

‘ever reasons, :Lt is central 4o the dlscussn.on a“l: hand to
recogm.ze the mood prevalent among the um.versnfy appll-»'. '
cants ‘at. the tlme,»lf one a.s to understand vhy. they applled

to un:.vers:.ty... This quest:.on would not be so :.mpqrtant J.f B, .

40 per cepnt of- them B:Ld not attend Memor:l.al in 1971. . 'For = .' e

/ almost 30 per cent, .'l.t was because they d:,d not: quallfy
for adm:.spxon (‘I‘able 16, 1" P 72 ). Judglng by their acade- §
) nu.c tecox‘d’s (Appendlx B, p. 173 Nos. 1-and 2) one would suspé%t that '

¢ many of em’ could not have been surprlsed when thelr

<

appl:,catmons were re]ected -\: Why then did they apply? ' ._ | Lo
Théia‘%tme questron mrght be asked concerm.ng the appllcants 4\? .

o
- ”

Wh.o qual,if;.ed but did not enter. K [ L :".“ .
n? deal:.ng wa.th these questions\, it is mportant to -l’j{

. note that we are deal:u{g with @\urvey of aggl:.can

suﬁpleméﬂ'ted by some secondary data on t.he 1arger populat:.on

»

- /
40 ).~ The rate of ,_say, not qualifylng for un:.vers:.ty,

P SN

may be qu:.te dlfferent for our sample of applicants ’than for

a broader sample of h:lgh school students w:.thin a g:.ven S

J’The majonty of’ NOENTER in Appendlx B, p.173 are \IOQUALIFY
* NOQUALIPY's grades were the lowest for both the Grade x and
Grade xr averages. P . y S s

-
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. oNosHOW- L 30® ‘
. NoguaLzFY .. 77 0 lagge o
morar E 7‘3_237 o Te0D

g,'am.neteen of - the 30 ‘in. NOSHOW (63 3. per cent), and 45

|72; 4

,communlty s:l.ze And a h:.gh rate ef not quallfy:mg may

. reflectyelther deflclencles within thelr educat:.onal

J“ ‘

.environment, mot:.vat:.onal leve;l.,,or wh;tever- or a tendency '

Afoz‘ many students *to apply for unJ.vers:Lty desplte thelr 1ack

\/

by
>

/TABLE,161w,~' o ’, '5 'fﬂj:~stf
_"ACCESS TO MEMORTAL: BREAKDOWN BY ENTER
| Nosuow AND‘NOQUALIFY

‘}f.f\~-f37\, f:_ NO. VR §

Q-

S ENTER “..,.. ".';604 S e0a0 . el
SoA L - > - X . . ., . . 3 . s . _'. . .

»

of /the 77.ip NOQUALIFY (58.4 -per cent) had not entered

. 3nemor1a1 by the fall of 1974. .

'~.J:' :

)

" Although it is d.tff.tcult to separate out theSe processes, ,'

thekpurvey and mterviews did provide some sugqestxve

. direct:.ons J.n terms of the relat:.onsh:.ps between both . &

';social claas and connmmity size w:.th ENTER, NOSHOW, and = - j, ~

o

NOQUALIPY appl:.cants. ‘I‘hese are analyzéq in the rema:.ning ‘ E

I3 '/,

sections of this chq,pter. _— ';.".”‘

N L . ,. . A v "‘
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. of academc quallf:.catlons, or some combmatlon of the tu,o. J '
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mal educatlon (Table 17, p. 74

 P- ?5).

o suggested that part d

. ‘motivate their ch:.-ldren to seek a hlgher education.

'-...educa’pl:onal system (Pallister and Wllson 1970 56) .

_’ F.. Social .,.Cl:ass ‘and Ac_cess of Applicants’ .

, The greatest d:tsparlty J.n soeJ.al class background was;.f- A

*

between the students who ‘had not met the univers:Lty s en-

. 1
' trance requlrements and the successful appllcants.].'

), and more of. them had
nual occupat:.ons than all other appllcants «(Table 18,

’ The dlfferende between ENTER and NOQUALIFY for :

' father 8 occupat:.on was statistlcally s:.gn:.f:.cant at the ‘

.l level, suggestlng a tendency for more NOQUALIFY than

EN’I{ER appl:.cants to come from workmg class fam:.lles. 'l‘he "

i fathers ‘of .NOSHOW.students had ore formal educat:.on',than-'

- \

either NOQUALIFY or ENTER. There' “were few . “‘diffe.rences

among groups in the source of . flnancz.al al.d to cover the

,
cost of a un:wersxty educatlon. . s

The worlg_ing class has generally had less access to

R |

univers:l.ty than the m§ld1e class. Palllster and wllson

:socaal claas v the less l:l.kely the stuaents' parent‘s%:e_re.»t_o-_' .

Lower ’
1 .

class parents tended to underesfimate the zntellectual

o :‘ability of the:l.r ch:.ldren, ‘and® had 11tt1e knowledge of the

0

‘vkl.tle NOQUALIFY di.d not meet the university s entrance

£

lﬂ'uni‘.orr Matr:mu atlon is the mlnlmum requ:.rement for en—

‘trance’ to ‘Memo idl Unwers:.ty, that is, at least a 60

per cent average in seven spec:tfied Grade XI courses. -
. « - Al c - 7 . 7’
g - . X
* | : - . .
" ’ i N C S s 4 "
S NN S S B L AN ST

The father of NOQUALIFY had the ﬁeast amount of for-" :

the reason was because the lower‘ the .

However, "

T Sy SRR DYDY
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hal

requrrements, they were motlvated to apfply for entry.
A

, T < - would seem that rathetr that thelr parents berng un- - ‘\j""

e deramb:.tmus for them, they vere a strong motii'rat:.ng -

e
7,

force J.(n insplring the:.r ch:.ldren to seek a h:.gher

AR . educatlon, a notlon ﬁurther rexﬁ{;orced by the fact that L i
NOQUALIFY were more J.nfluenced by parents J.n the amount - o

-

» S - “'.. - of study they dJ.d than/were students in- any other

L3

’ group (Table 19, p. /Bf ). However, their parents pro4

bt 7 bakly had less knowledge of the educatlon system than '-_- e

J.ddle class parents. . Lackmg a formal educat:.on them— PR '_'

v - selves, they were m the precarlous posrtron of wanting

the:.r chJ.ldren to recelve an 1educat:.on, yet were J.ll- : " oo
" \. R . \ P

qu:.pped to ass;st them..u

AR\

‘ . On the other hand, paren%h 1nf1uence on study m:.ght ' J
be an J.nd:.catmn of parental pressure rather than motJ,va- .

t:ton. ; Many NOQUALIF! applrcants had rece-ived
only marglhal grades in Grade X, so were probably not \sur— o l.-:y ;

. #

' " gtised when they did not ma,tr:.culate.l, Possibly, some
R "": . NOQUALIF!’ students applied to Memorial, not because they
expectedlgto be accepted, but to please thelr parents, and

/ then “hoped they would matriculate. '_ R I ‘ f' o

. "'. . .‘ - . L“ . . ". o '.'~ t. - o T < s - . ok BN
S ]"l‘he ‘table - Grade Ten. Average in Appendrx B (p 73 ‘No. 1) is oo
- - suggestive ‘in support of this claim. It shows that 57.9
' per cent of NOENTER g.pﬁllcants grouped together (NOQUALIFY
plus NOSHOW). received Grade X ‘averages of ' less than 70

- per cent compared. £6 only 39,9 per- cent of ENTER ap gl;— .
cants A breakdown of sub-groups (Tabie not included) .showed . -

/ that stuqents 1n NOQUALIFfY were the lpwest ach:.evers J.n Grade X.‘

L I o . . U ";_;l.' L - P o
L 0 'J. ) . w7 N L L
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etudy began that. a{l the Grade XI students in one of the

"'Large Community schools had applled for um.vers:.ty :Ln

. . - ) . ‘ . -
Motivatn.on and encouragement can operate to overv-'

come’ many obstacles, but they can ‘not always erad:.cate

n >

them. As ldeallstlc as most appllcants were, those who

did not enter Memor1a1 were more llkely to see unlver91ty

as a place ox- experlence that Would prepare them for the -~ ‘

o~

" - future and were less concerned about speclflc ]Ob oppor=.. -

' tun:Lt:Les 1t .mlght 1ead to’ (Table 15, . p. 68 ). Perhaps ’ ". " >

v) i

their hlgh hopes of what a um.vers:.ty education WOuld do

‘

for them fostered an optlmlstic vrew that they would be

e

able to meet the academ:.c requ:.rements.-

Thls Optlmle was in some cases reinforced by

i teachers.. Although undoubtedly many teachers tried to

I

" encourage the students to have i\ealistlc expectatlons,

several freshmen recalled how theJ.r teachers :m hlgh

[v]

.echool had contmuaIly encouraged them to study in order '
. to be prepared for univers;.ty, the underiylng assumption "
'being that university was the natural step after high

echool. In fact, it was dlscovered some time after this

B '1971 The teacher had adv;.sed them that they hlad nothing

.'to lose in applying. ' - .‘.,',‘?’

he/number of NOSHOW in the sample waa too small :

"-to reVeal a pattern in why they chose to. apply to unlver- ' g “,'

B 8

'_ aity, but the:.r socrai class hackgrounds indicate two main
, reasons why they did not enter. ‘ SOme of those from mlddle

'clase famil:,es 1ntended to *attend a ma:.nland univers:.ty, '

' FRER
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' of ENTER«: or NOQUALIFY

, NOQUALIFY

Y have quallfied for government financial aid.

L manual occupations .

,"parenta.

86'

s

and some from lower income’ famxlies could nqot afford to

r -

t

attend Memorial.. Cor e

'

o A higher proportmn of the fathers of NOSHOW

o students had a univerSity educat:.on and eitﬂer Profess- L

’s

:tonal or Seml-Profess:Lonal occupations than either those ,

Further, 16 7 per cent of 'NOSHOW

, had applied @:o another universa.ty in addition to Memorial,

compared wz.th 2 5 per cent of ENTER and 1.3 per cent of

Four of the flve NOSHOW who had applied to

' another un:.vers:rty had fathers w1.th white collar Jobs.

‘ Because of the:.r fathers' 1ncomes they probably would not

' Also, all

w

'.;of them lived on the west coast of the province so that,

, ~for:' them, attending a mainland universn.ty was more con- -

—~
B

-vem‘.ent and less expena:we than attending Memorial. ‘

-4

NOSHO'J is a groxllp of extremes, while more of their

'.fathers had ‘more forn}al education and prestigious Jobs than

-

other applicants, they were also over-represented among

-

Moet of these atudents expected to .

) Zreceive most of the money needed to attend univers:.t‘y from

. Canada Student Loan and Student Aid 'I'hey did not expect

‘to receive substantial financial assistance from their

For these students, lack of adequate funds was :

probably the major reason why they did not attend Memori‘al.n .

The interrelation of. aoc:.al claas motivation to

attend tlzn:wersity,, and the ability to finance attendance

o is illustrated in the case of chn.ldren of’ outport merchants.u

-
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81
, The ability of ’this'group to =':Esi.n.ance a uniyersity educav-' '

t:Lon, and the importance for students from thJ.s class A

to obtain post secondary education in order ‘to ma:nta:l.n .

theJ.r parents social standing has already been discussed.

With th_is in mind, ‘it is interesting to note that of the
« W . .

' 28 students in th.‘LS qi‘oup who qualified for Memonal,

.
'.

only 2 did not'attend

The fJ.nancJ.al aid policy- of g:LVing preference to
students from low income- famlles, and expecting high in-.

come famih.es to absorb most of the cost of their chlld-

!

ren 'g attend:ing uruvers:.ty, for the most part, resulted

in a. fair dlstribution of ava:l.lable funds. The 'chief

| shortcoming of the program was ipduffic:.ent funding for.

,the lower income group.

)

in a few ca.ses, however, the
: FE i N

program, failed to meet thef’inancial requirenientsiOf

- studexits form piddle income families.. For example, one

NOSHOW student stated on the questionnaire form
I'm sorry to spy I will ‘not be attending -
“Memorial...I can not afford to go. Thé.. - .
- government believes my Dad makes a huge
. wage for only three dependents ($10,000)
" but this is the*first year with bills to-
pay. . -Therefore, I cannot obtain enqugh

!

'?.v

Por students in this position, the only alternative was

- to forget about going to universityr, or to uork iong )

enougn to, save the. n;oney needed. '~ 3 : , "' Y

\’,
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,’;' R Sc:hoola wfu.ch had ten' or fewer can.i.dates for. the 1971 Grade k o

- ‘82 "3;_
K G. l Sa.ze of Home Ccnmuni.ty and Access to Unwerslty
The d:l.fferentl.el access to un:.vers:.ty amon9 students '
from varyrng commum.ty sxzes reflects the mpact of the cost
“.ﬂof post-secondary education, the ava:llabz.lity of adequate | |
fac111t1es and teachers at all educatlonal levels\and the .

O - amount of 1.n£ormation avallable on post-secondary instxtu— ’

oo .

tions and career optrons.. A sumnary of patterns of access oL
;for students from dlfferent communltles J.llustrates how

ese varlous factors J.nterrelate in facJ.lltat.mg or im-"

1’ A .
- - € . [

‘pedn.ng access to unrversrty. S o T 1
4 i ‘, L Students from the smaller high schools were the least
s R llkely to apply to unz.versrty (Table 10, p.40 )_.'
A': : ,’ '-_\ Smaller hlgh echools are qenerally in: the smaller y , .
: J“".‘:' '."_outports. The resource mater:.al and phys:l.cal facilit:l.es e °J
e are usually inadequate, teachers tend to be less qual:.fred - .
tha.n thosé in large centers, .and the urban blas in the ‘ ‘
curr:Lculum has. l:Lttle relevence to ‘the students' "env:.ron-’ o i
ment (See Hezrick 19743 179). These difficulties impede o Y
"success in secondary educatron, thereby making post-secondary "1';' L
- 'education a. rather remote pos*s:lh:l.l:Lt::,'.:l Purther, there are )
likely to be few people in the community who can prov:l.de
- the students with. :.nformation on post-secondary educational | ‘ :
‘:l:nstitutions. .- . S ". - o T '-‘."‘3 |

kX

XI Public Examina.t:.ons had about half the provincial average. ..~ = |
 pumbex of matriculants, Source; - breakdown of 1971 Grade XX ' T |
;. exam:xesults,.ohtained through the Division of Educatlonal B ;

Illanning, Department of Educatron, and Yout.h '

B I
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~ students had the h:l.ghest rate of qual:.fying, and students

‘,‘ .’ R - .~' 9,”_ 1 -- ~ L "‘~83”

R

Among all the atudenta who did apply, alze of high

School attended (_as 1ndlcated hy community size)‘, did not. ..

affect access to Memor:.al to. any great extent (Table 20, '

p 84~ ). .- 'J.‘he few ‘from very small schools who dz.d apply

were probably greatly 1nflqenced by some :Lndividual, usu-

ally the teacher (there waa ev:Ldence of thJ.s among the

st

freshmen mtervrewed). This influence did not guarantee -

acceptance at Memorlal, but apparently it d:.d help over— o

come many of the barrrers to h:l.gher educat:n.on faced by

, those outport students who' did not apply to Hemorial. .

2 Applrcants from communities outaxde s5t. 'John s were

lesa 1:Lkely than St. “Tohn's students +to qualify \!for un:.-

-

vers:.ty ('l‘able 20, p. 84 ) P 3 K " 1

[}

L It appears £rom Table 20 that there was llttle |

)

difference 1n the rate of matrlculatlon among apPlicants' : :

from the commum.ty categories. except that St. J'ohn'

e from outports vith. a population of 500-1000 ‘had the lowest

.."

s
rate of qual:.fying.. A large proporta.on of Grade XI

studenta £rom the smallest outports d1d not apply to ;

nemori:al. Th.erefore, we should take care J.n intz.erpretln\g

' 'rable 20 to remember that the., 72 3Jper cent of applicants

from cutports of lessw than 500 reaidents who matriculated
,do not represent the ovérall academrc succesa rate o_f "(
students from theae comunlties. . The data show only"that

the Bucces& rate of entrx uaa high among those who app_l:red )

See also Ap’;‘:endn: B, p, 173, No 11. S o
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A-f appllcants from the '500-1000'_outports?

\\.'

-

A

‘ communrtres w1th 50011000 lnhabrtants. “",k"f

,ﬂl_

probablyvln a precarlous positron.
'ﬁ.

Lo .'..f‘as'_

- t,

from the smalleSt outports, and low among those from

The questlon was ralsed earl;er concernlng why

- NOQUALIFY students had applled to Memor1a1 partléﬁlarly

s;nce thélr academ;c background should have indicated to-
them that tﬂey would not meet the entrance requirements.

Most of the nondmatrlculants from very small outports did

not apply, then why the hlgh proportlon of non—matrlculant

-,

Typ1ca1 NOQUALIFY students dn- these communltles were o

They 11ved in thOSe
outports-most llkely to be connected to ma]or centres’by

road._ Therefdre, they were not totally 1solated as: “those’ <

/

£rom the smallest outports. But, on'the other hand, .

their home towns were not large enough to provide elabor-,:~

ate educatlonal faCLIltleS or 'a’ WLde range of employment

opportunltles.

Thelr fathers had manual occupatlons, some.

Lo

;

Vo

_ had experlenced unemployment (See Parsons 1974), and 80, e'~.

‘may. have had to go to industrlallzed centres such as Come

By Chance, Labrador City or Church111 Falls for work

: Plshermen s chlldren were . famlllar w1th the instablllty ofi:

the fishery.~ These students were well aware of what not -

1 ]

hav1ng an educatlon meant, but they also saw llttle evxd-.

“ence of an educatron enabllng them tdfwork ln the outport. ol

e

The prospect of'a universrty educatlon was seen as "the s

6nly~sa£e way~ to face a world £illed with a ‘decaying’’

N

egonomy, and necessary ...in‘orderﬂto'survive.f
e . , ‘ . ‘ "[’ ‘ :
r§~‘ y L, w .
o ' .
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N alty and eJ.ther encouragep or préssured them to study.

‘versn.ty and probably were the:Lr maln sourge of :Lnformatlon

' mattc mformatron.

' Thrs became partlcularly ev1dent durlng the 1nterv.1ews
"‘wrth freshmen. But the:l.r parents ‘knew la.ttle about post—
‘Asecondary educatn.on and there were xfew people 1n the |

communlty who could prov1de ‘the information. '.l‘he schools

9 -

these students atten‘ded did not have a lugh ra.te of
. matr:.culatlon so they could not rely on frlends to tell

S them about unlverSLty. ThElr teachers had- attended um.— o

/

_on post—secondary educat:.on. However, these teachers
K usually had 1ess tralnmg than the teachers 1n larger

'-schools (See Herr1 1974) and probably had simllar back~

o

'grounds to the students (See Parsons 1974 for background

_ characterlstn.cs of Educatlon students at Memorlal), and

o/

had become teachers partly hecause they were unaware of

l

_' other career optn.ons. H.lgh motrvat:.on to attend um.ver- o
‘ s:u:y, comb:.ned w:.th poor mfomatlon about the prospects : -‘
. . 'for success, probably accounts for the hlgh NOQUALIFY rate
L m communitles with 500—1000 1nhah1tants. These NOQUALIFY

‘Zoutport etudents wanted a unrversrty education 1n order to

avoxd soc;al. and economc deprlvat.ron but were hmdered

B :tn gai:m.ng .access. by the very clrcumstances whi.ch they :

hoped the unlversrty would ena,ble them to overcome.' They

had greater a.ccess‘ to people and ldeas than thelr counte’r-'..

;pa.rts- the J.solated outports ‘but lrttle access to. pragn <

K
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s Helnor:.al Unlvers:.ty, ‘and the hJ.ghest rate of acceptance

: among Hemor:.al's appls.cants. '

PR N L . .
‘ ! ) ‘. \ Yo RN - } 3
. \ . . . .

3. St. John's students had the h:Lghest success rate in

_ Grade XI exams, the h:.gh.est proport:.on oﬁ appl:.cants to

-+

St. John 8 students faced fewer imped:.ments/to

Aaccess to post—-secondary educatlon than students from any

other part of the :leand St. John s’ elementary and

‘ 3' secondary schools ‘are among the best equ:.pped and staffed: |

' "":tn the provxnce- all post-secondary J.nstitutions have a’

»

- tion they choose to attend, and these students have access

to a great deal’ of information on career options, enabl:.ng_ )

4 . [y

- them to be more selectlve in choos:mg what they‘ w:.ll do

. after hlgh school N ‘ :vh-. ,

4

Approx:unately half the outport students who appl:.ed

to Memonal expected to leave thelr home communlties
‘pemanently (Table 21, p..88 . ). Th:.s suggests that wh:l.le
- they wanted ‘an educatlon.. the better life they hoped"- J.t

.4 a

A pessimstlc view of the future economy of the outports

may have contr:.buted to some NOQUAI.IFY students applyJ.ng, /
'_ there was no. fnture for them at home and trying to get '
' "more educat:Lon was the only route to- find:l.ng employment

'elsewhere. a Unfortunately, the outports not only had 11m1.t-‘ )

ed econom:Lc prospects but also 1ess adequate provmlons

- .
L)

el e e e e

1‘ .

campus m the clty, accommodatlon and transportatlon costs.l‘ .

,are the least for St. John s students for whatever 1nst1tu— o

: \vlould gfve them would not be a.vailable in their home towns. o






reasons for wanting to attend. -

"grams had allev1ated to some extént the cost barrler to

. closest to: the unwersn:y.

' " ' o S

LY

for a secondary educat:Lon vzhlch became a barrier in -_seeking' .

a unrversnty educatron.

. academic 1nst1tut10n for job. tralﬁinq, for them 1t was a '
v.means to a d:.fferent life style._ Perceptlons of what

L un:.vers:.ty would do for them conflicted w1th the universlty

. ”»

:experience 1tse1f and was a. factor J.n how well outport

-~ 't B} a0

students adjusted to thelr first year at Memorial.

. : .. T
' AT
Sl - . . X T . . 1 R . . IR

: ".'_."'..K.... .eonciixsion‘" Lol e

M P - ot s L y', ]
“

Newfoundlanders d1d not have equal access to Memorlal.f |

"'\Universrty m 1971 - Although government f:.nancial aid pro-

-

v -

unlversity, and was a factor in. contrlbuting to the number':

¥ a

- of worklng olass students who entered 'Memorlal, mlddle
’ class students,‘ wh:.le not a majority, were nevertheless

over-represented at Memorlal, as were students 'who llved et

Rt

. .“. ' ' ! V .
The social class and communlty background of the

most under-represented applicants lower work:.ng class and e

rural, created barriere to universlty. Lower work:.ng

. class s-tudents were’ the 1east l:n.kely to have atta:med a’

I

' secondary educati:on, 8 prerequlslte for university attend-
’ ance. Pewer rural students applred te unrversity' than ‘

' urban because many of. them could not overcome*the cost ‘.

Universxty was not Just an .

R R e L
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B they relate to un.wers:.ty access, the focus will fow shift :

s

»these, partlcu

' habltants. fa:.led to qualify .",\ﬁﬁnq"

harr:.er (un:.vers:.ty attendance uas less expEns:we for S

St’. .'J'ohn's studentsl, ‘and because education 1 facilitles

; "lural areas.- ;:' '. o ,. I TR
Many- Iugh school 'students’from both urban and rural

f\
areas, however, dld apply to MemorJ.aL The applicants !

vtanted to attend a. university npt .,,so nuch to traln for a A
speciﬂc career but as an overall preparatory step to what
they hoped would be a 'better' 1ife. Many of - their parents
had little formal education and a fairly low material '

standard of. lw:mg, both parents and students wanted this

pattern to change. ngher educat:l.on was' what pollcy and

s opJ‘.nJ.on makers hads advocated as the most appropriate means i

of hnplementing that change. Thousands responded by ap- '

pé.yj.n. for adm:o.ss:.on to the univers:.ty, although many of

-

' small communltles of 500-—1&00 .1n-

am:med some of the |

' background characterlstlcs of Memorml applicasnts and'li)w 3

‘ -Memorial :Ln 1971.:

o-._ . r" [

‘to tha adgustment process and problems of those who were
‘at'cepted for and e.ntered intc their freshmen year at l '

Were thelr high hopes for a

‘fulfilled when they moved to St. J‘ohn's to go to un:l.versity?-'

!

BN v A Lo M f e e e e T ,
3 . . . t

'better 1i fe v
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/"a ' T Access to Memor:.al is the heginn:.hg step :Ln the ‘

: "um‘:fversz.ty career of students. They\ must adapt social- :

1y and acadenucally to the unlvereity cmnmunlty lf that

“career 13 to’ be a succeSs. ) ;,-‘

-

Th;.s chapter reporte on the exploratory :anesti— ‘«/

. qat:.on conducted to determ:.ne the adjustment problems

- A.encountered by* Memorlal‘s freshman students. The data

. 'collected are grounded 1n a’ number of formal J_nterv:l.ews

and personal mpress;.ons and are, therefore, ‘suggestJ.Ve

,;"«'._/tﬁe conclusrons should be tested by furthler, more’ sys-

tema.tic re earch to ensure theJ.r val:l.dity and rellablllty.

. However, the :.nterv:.ews with. students .'ln the sample dur:.ng

e.r;:hence aga- student at Memqriai, de\cate deﬁa.m.te ‘

) '.Adjus‘t:ment trends, L R

s

Cmnpam‘:gqns Qf students :Ez.’om d:.fgexent s:.zes of .

"\comnunﬁties and socio-economz.c hackgrounds i:nd:.cate that o

R

“

' "entrance mto unlvexslty created partlcular adjustment

N R -,
‘1 N . ~ . o
.. ® .
- [V : N
” - ! ' ' 3!
. e . o
W .
. ‘a
o
U U, L e e et e
poly R -
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v -

‘,each year w;th the new freshman class, as well ae personal

. and somewhat speculative rather than conclus:.ve. _ Ideally, .

-

the:.r unlversa.ty attendancé J.nterviews and conversat:.ons '
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. :_ da.fficulties for students unfamiliar with either higher

education or urban living.

ne
W

Freshmen whose parents had little formal education

and who had attended ill-eguipped schools had difficulties :

C .Neither they nor their parents were familiar with ‘the re=-’ _'"

S ot, career‘ 0ptio_ns.

‘ .'that many students could not dec

‘ ’stayed in res:Ldence, had fears that their childr

determining the study requirements clvf university courses. .

' ‘lative significance of nniversitz academic standards, ‘80

de whether or not they

Voo

.'were doding, well . L ‘

3 3 Furthermore, the less the students and their fami-

. lies knew about university, the less prepared they were
for the social env:.ronment of t.he university. They tended
K to judge urban, social patterns by their rural experiences.,

: Some rural students, accustomed to unorganized activ:.ties,

N

,‘were intimzdated by organized clubs on campus. Many

o parents, who had not known any university student ;iho had -

uld

f -

not be adequately superv:.sed or. cared for in residence.
v,

’.‘Again using rural criteria, these parents thought boarding

houses would prov:.de a fam:.ly atmosphere add thereby ease

o the transition from heme to university. Neither they nor
the freshmen realized that boarding houses would cut
. students oﬁf from the university community and make adjust-
:ments more difficult’ - g | ‘ . ‘
C The most drastic effect of the push “Eoward higlier “ ‘.1{

. education was the va.cuum it left with regard to knowledge

PR
t

Freshmen and their parents felt strongly B




~

ey e

: although all too often it dld not.‘

. they did not discover until they had entered Memorial that _

i the courses they had wanted to take were offered at a .'_

- . r Y . [ ./\ .
, L _ i \: ]
- N . ) P | : VO )
: A

1
;:"._Al educated at: the high school level, and how ‘the needs of

T
.
v
-
4

that higher education was necessary, but neither knew much

.

more. than that one should attend whichever 1nst:|.t‘:ution was " N

ol

,closest, cost less and provxded admission.

i

Most expected

the um.versrty exper:.ence itself to solve this delemna, q o

Some students were frus-

-I
trated because they did not want to: be :.n univers:.ty at all,,

but had come because there was nothing else to do or becaus

dif ferent pos t-secondary institution.

r

o St. John 8. freshmen had had alternatives to university,

"

living, the um.vers:.ty, and a variety of career options. PR

"':.é
: }‘ 'I'he high schools they had attended better prepared their

studentjs for the academic demands of univers:.ty than many of

1

the outport schools. The government's socio-economlc change .

policies did nor: disrupt sSt. John's, 1ndeed :|.t gave :Lt an

7

econom".c boost. ,

. situation. . ~--'
According to the comments of outport freshmen, by con~ o

trast, J.t is questionable how adequately their ,elementary
and secondary schools prepared them for univermty. It

- PR

\

saw university as one of the few alternati\res open to them

; after high school. Extrapolating from this, there is a

tutions and JOb opportunit:res-‘ they were familiar w:.th urban

St. John 8 students adapted well to the new '

K
«

need to investigate how adequately Newffoundlanders are being

v e

both in terms of the availability of dther educational insti- '

was also quite apparent that some of the students interviewed
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. _ integrated into the existing social and econonu.c environ— o

i: non—university oriented students are being met. If indeed‘ -

the university has come to be v:.ewed by even a few, as

‘the on]5y place to go & then it mll serve not only to

Q’educate, but also to 'habysit' many who have nowhere else

.togo. B

1
f

Further, the role of the university in social and

economic changes occuring in the prov1nce must be further

examined. : The aq;justment of; St. John s students illustrates 5

__that social change programs can be. effective :.f they are

iment. For rural Newfoundland the programs have disrupted

a way of life, but/ have not adequately provided for thgv

: ‘transition period Jneeded to adjust ‘to the new socia]_ order.

B.. "Z‘Uni\jr‘e'rsity ,Sub‘-_Chl‘t'i.ifé ; o

Feldman L1970) ,ina study of American universit:.es,
[

main/tained ,that the univers:Lty community is a sub-culture. .5

"The values and modes of behavmr fo:;tered by 1ts members

."],'are distinct from those found in the larger culture of which

.:transient nature of its population, the age group represented

w:l:ttun it the mtellectual ability of - ii(:s members, and i.ts

e consumption of the commum.ty s financial resources. Feldx'nany
noted, Intoreover, that the characteristics of a university

ae a. s'ub-—culture are manifested dif,ferently depending on the

indi'vidual university and surrounding community.-
- 'I'ne degree to which Memorial freshmen adapted td the

new env:.ronment oi the university comunity depended on

“ B L R S

'
.

oL

it J.s a part. 'I‘his results from J.ts physical isolation, the

%}

ﬁfﬁ
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howe uell they uere prepared fo:; .'Lt init:.qlly, and npon ol
- hmr euccesaful ar :ortunate they wepe .1.n becommg in- - ‘ \, i
,tegrated i‘nto the" un:uveraity auh-culture hxtegration | y | r
- ‘: on edjustment waa contingent both oﬁ mitial prepara«
0 . x tion and on. faEtora wtu.ch emerger.’i from the' un.Lvers:Lty t ’
. B .::experience itself.. Por those who were prepared for’ the y .
: ‘ ‘academc demands of univers:Lty, and had well-—defined s
L ideas: abput exactly why they were attend:.ng‘h!emorial, : ~ -
. and knew something ahout the aocxal envuonment at . ,
Lt :Memorial\, the traneition from high school to university »
B . was more of an accomodation than an ﬂuatment. ’ '
: change :I'.n the:.:r: environment was a welcome challenge. \", L A
‘;'For those unprepéred for th.e changes, :Lt was a traumatic L
, ,._experience. c ' R N T e
CAcademicPerformance
A S o e'- ; N
j‘ 'I‘he freshmen sampled generally received lower grades - ,
L‘, L at Memor:.al than they had received in high school. For over | " :
‘ ' half of them (51 9 per cent), th.e drop in grade average was. ENN
. L at least ten percentage po:.nts (Table 22, P. 96 1. o "
S B | These, data indicate either that the freshmen were not _
R | academically pxepaxed for unive!:aity, or that the un:.varsxty r,
: R , gra.ding standa:ds ue::e higher than those og hj.gh schools. -..' v
, ' Bot.h qrguments aeem -to ha've_ aome. va‘rldity. The gradlng |
B r‘“ ‘ o sta.nda.:'d arg(uyent ia diﬁ:icult to doc\:tgent; \ A gpade of g
e /eﬁove e:ughty per cent at ’Memorlal does semn to require a y
* . gz'eeﬁer degnee of excellence than it had in high school ’
i . On several occaaions, delegations of students have '
? . g o SRR
~ S = - i e LT, i :
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IR GRADE AVERAGE CRANGES BETWEEN uRADE XI A Gl '

‘ qppealed £or a. revxsion J‘..n the gradi.ng system used at

o _Hemerial. The most common compla:.nt of such delagations

N hﬂ? heen thﬂt grading in soma courses :l.s adjusted to the
nomal curve, alloﬁeinq only a. few students in each class

= to achieve a grade of over eighty per cent.

..-“"Q - . »,’“t‘

-mmz 22 KA B N I

co AND nummsnyz wu.ss AND FEMALES IR
. T SN

. GRADE xz/uumxsrrr '; ‘ -_:.f-_-. D
- GRADE DIFFERENCES S

SAHE OR nrcmsn 4 4 8_;-.",.,9‘

"".DROP‘ 108 - 29 34. 5";.'?-:{:,'35,;_';45.,1‘f-‘.-_g,5‘4 4o.o SN 1
‘f .'nnqp,z.-vwlqa : < 51 60 .77 32 42.1, 83 51 9 ENEI S

N0 S P Sy
- . e ‘Igl e . - : R’ ~
TomL - Y . 84100.0-.
. P . /

 76100.0° ;éb?;do.p—“ o
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A game or Kigher' '

Student's a.veraqe at the. end,of first ‘

’ yeﬁ' was the same as, or higher than his/her Grade XI
- | average, - ‘. ~
Drop < 10%: .

student'a first year average was less than .
10 per -cent- below his/her Grade XI average. '

- L“

.:.«v"';'.i ,-:'ayerage. PR

Drop = 10%: - Student's first year average was equal to f .
greater than alo. per cent decrease from the Grade XI
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o nork at, univeraity was used‘ hy high school teachers to SR

: "',echool graduates /£or university, asmwe:ll as the comments

‘of some nahorial freshmen, indicate that many Newfoundland

. f’lynis .

cult t.han their high school studies.

-

Thgy were always saying

' 'mea.nttng ‘mox'e o:E the Bame‘ :

,The valtdity of th.tg accuaation haa haeh difﬂcult to -~
'.determine.
” the e:xistence of the system.. T

- of. un:t.vers:.ty.

] B 3o \‘. 1[ - |.v: - R o
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Untversj:ty administrators cons:latently deny

St:ud::es done on the academic readineaa df h:lgh

’ ;;'students are not fully prepared for the academic demands

Hedegard (1972 14) found that Memorial'

Sharp (1972. 6‘ 24T found that they had expected

to st:udy more in unversity but in fact studied less. : ; ’ g
j‘jf'rne coments of atudents lnterviewed :;eveal that these P

] [“' 'I ..“‘ :'. '.m :'-: ..'\ yo

“{

. tvo findings are relat:ed- U .'3-,“ ‘. ." o ISR '

Freshmen expected univex:s’ity work to be more‘diffi— e .'f
'I'hey had gotten this :

"'Impresslon moatly from teachers, friends 2 and rel&tives who ' .

f'falhadﬁattended university.l SOmetimes the threat of more REVITES o8

motivate t.heir students to work more. R L e

'You'd hetter study LT C C
. more. . it*s going .to be ‘harder  next yedr' . .'-. St e

L got the impression that Grade XI: was a. . o
. enap compared to what I had t6-face.in un:l.- g 4
.. yersity. I had wvisions of slaving away L e
o every night andomayhe ‘on weekepds too,’ IR

| - ‘.,‘..,. :;‘ » H ; (‘:'; 0 .

' Students, hmtever, uere not generally clear nbout _J B ,'1
wh&t 'uore work.' meant., They tended to interpret 1t «as o 1

E‘or thnae who had 1earned to

- dtscuss concepts and anql!ze :tnfomation duting high 8°h°°1' P ,-.'~.-V ok
o PR ',.uni*versttr course work was 1ess demanding than they had |
) o \ o o : " "'

R - * =
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T They dJ.d not Enow what was expected of them and found. that

' a.nt:.cn.pated - Por some, less a.ctual study tJ.me was re~ .

';,'

qun.red &smce they were usually freed from the memorlza-'

]
-

' 'Study. ..my dear, I don"t belreve this place.

tion they had done :Ln hl,gh school

A couple of hours. here and there and the A's’

‘and Bts keep rollind in. Mind you. now it took
- -a while to get it .down .that pat.
. Like take History. 1In Grade XI we had to- know )

‘everything...8ates, kings, places, you name’ dt,

Now that takes time...but here, they don't care

if you.never know a date. Understand, compare,
dontrast, now that's the secret. Sure that's
1iRe readlng for the hell of it. No more of

8

‘that’ . nonsense of: stopping every thlrd 11ne to '
, memorize some obscure fact. . v

-
.

-

demands of un:wers:.ty. They were more llkely to view it

- as an 1nterest1ng challen{e than to be upset by course

~

s

requ:.rements.: Many f.reshmen, however, were 1nt1m1dated

.

\

- ', _ and ! frustrated because they d:.d not know how' they could

o .,"adfu.eve betten grades. Some students studied less at

: Q Memorial more out. of frustratlon than dlslnterest.

e

LA

zstudents such as this adapted well to the academrc '

I3

.,‘ theJ.r approach to- school wqu in hrgh school dld not seem '

<

to be good enough' for the um.ver51ty teabhers.

. ', 'I'here s no way I.can.do it all. And there s
- no'sense' beating myself out, qap all night, .,
.. apd getting nowhere...All tha readrng'and
. " assignments-on top...they must figqure we're
. Efnsteins.' . T do so much and then that's it,
" 'no wore...Do you. know what kills meé? - Know-

ing the answer to one gquestion on.an' exam

Ki perfectly, but noth.mg else...I keep think=~ .

, imagine if I*d read.3ll the books.... .
you can‘t do the mposs:.ble, rlght?

‘.p . . N o
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;
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| "‘."‘ ”" . . . o - , .‘;.'v' ‘-'x - ..‘99 ,
,‘ ““ . .. . N . . ; . . . . -' R * .
These students were- prepared for'memorlzatlon and were :
R PR . a
s often totally~unaware of what conceptual analysrs meant._

@

when asked whether they had ever approached thelr 1nstructors .

=about thexr academxc dlfflcultles, they reported mixed re— T

’actlons. A sympathetlc professor who was wllling to spend
:.a great deal of time teachlng the student how to learn, “how |
.to analyze concepts, and how to develop useful techniques'
- in wrltlng assxgnments was often a tremendous help to the

':_ student‘ Such assrstance apparently helped the student

A . A

achieve better grades in. a11 his ‘or her courses ‘and resulted

1 K

~

‘_ :in‘ a more pos:.tnre att:.tpde toward nnlverSJ.ty.

e

Such experlences, however, were rare among the stuw '
 dents 1nter;1ewed " Proféessors had too many students to ’;F:
-.g'glve 1nd1v1dua1 attentlon to all of them.\ Even for those-
who were w:lllng to ﬂevote con51derab1e t1me to students, .
the greatest barrler was sometimes created by- the students
.themse1ves., The.students 1nterv1ewed who were dlssatlsfléd

with théir grades and d1d not know how to approach analytlcal‘“;

- .o _ .
s o A ebmoai  mmm et m e w4 e ke

A b et A N Y Sk e oSN Man e h s

: . problems often did not know how" tofexplaln thelr dlfflcultlesh,‘,f‘

to thelr 1nstructors.., L )

N } < ‘ .' . b )
I flunked the last Socxology exam. I. was

- really- mad because I did all the work SO, T
went .to the prof.” to see what was wrong.
‘He'.sdid I'd just given hlm back the class

' notes’. .,well what ,did he' expect? . ‘He said’
. L.didn't-contrast®the two societies; I only
described them and not the parts.that had
‘4o do with the question.. I got really up-
‘set so he asked what it was I didn't under-
stand; ‘'wag: he going to fast in clasg and .’

, stuff 1ike that...X didn't know what T
didn't understand, I couldn t thlnk of

[

»

-

n A it it " fn s et M7 e

&

E O TOU P P



| . ‘ ‘100
~'anyth1ng that needed explalnlng except’ L
- why L did fail. The bhooks were 1nters'
.- esting ‘and I had tons of notes. ' What
- more was there''to ‘0. .. 1 don't thlnk
_ he knew what he -wvanted. .
‘ ! .‘,/ L .o B , R .
'During the course of thls study I read a551gnments k ',

'_wrltten by seccnd and thlrd year undergraduates Whlch com— o
/

’ .4

,pletely lacked conceptual analy51s'and were mostly regur-

Agltatlons of 1solated facts. The students expected lcw
.grades on these a551gnments, because they had never gotten
‘ /

":faDOVe c for any paper in thelr two or three- yegrs at uni—f

ver51ty.. The poor quallty of thelr work was due more to—‘«f.

'1ack ofslnform ion- and c0nceptual traan1ng~than lack of

.

ability; They had a ways 1nterpreted the terms "compare ,'

and contrast“,and analyze to be synonomous w1th "descrlbe“

-and nobody—had ever been able to ‘explain the dlfference to

them, ‘

Such cases- pohnt to a need to- prepare students for

1

conceptual ana1y31s before they tackle course: content
There 15 some argument w1thin the un1vers1ty communlty as to .
whether such preparatlon 1s the responélbliltygof the hlgh

schools or the un;verSLty. If the hlgh schools do not ac-.\

/ .
cept the responsxblllty each unlver51ty 1nstructor lS con—'

[N

ufronted ﬁlth lowerlng hls standards of academlc excellence,
o v1th.£a111ng students who descrrhe rather than analyze, or -

with.deﬂotlng part of eachwterm's work to instruction in. ;‘

‘ assxgnment preparatxon. ' The student delegatrons Which- com- -

'rplain ahout inconslstent gradxng methods may reflect a’

LI
Q
s - |
- .



A
- year undergraduates not knowrng how to wrlte assignments

%disparrty in hOW'Lndlv;dual Lnstructors deal ulth this

' 1ssue of academlc prep@ration for - universxty. ) '-f

' The COunselllng Centre at Memor1a1 has ofﬁefed ‘a

-\non—credlt course in Study Hablts for several years.

/
1)

Whlle 1t has been well attended each term the total en—e_'ﬁ
rolment has represented only a, small proportlon of the

total student body.: If the cases mentloned above of thlrd o

,are wldespread many students may not recognlze)that the1r .

academlc drfflcultles .are grounded 1n thelr approach to

s

f-study rather than lack of ablllty or- 1ncompe€ent lnstructors.

Besxdes not belng prepared for unlver51ty work, some

' of the students may - s1mply not have been capable of coplng

wlth it. 'Hedegard (1972 7 presented some ev1dence that

' studentswhéﬁﬁ/ledtnursesdurlng Memorlal's frrst semester of

‘e

'study generally had lower scores on pre-college achlevement

-,tests, These of course do not necessarlly reflect natlve o

t;ability. Intellrgence tests do not take 1nto account the

r

!,inadequacies of the school system 1n rural Newfoundland.

1)

”These 1nadequac1es in themselVes may havecreatedgaps 1n

ﬁuthe learnlng process such that some students could not

‘Z-s,

5 make the transrtlon from hrgh school to un1versr y.

It Memorlal‘a grading standards Were comparable to .-

- tnose usad fon Newﬁoundland‘s Grade XI puhlrc examlnatlons,.~

then the deerease i grade average among the majorlty\of

Nemorial*s~freshmen unuld have lndrcated clearly that many .

freshmen were not prepared for the academrc demands of
‘ . 4‘- . - f

et e 0
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unrver31ty., Gradlng, however, 13 utxmatelx sub;ectlve and
lAa cqmparlson of gradrng sf%ems can only serve as a: guide—‘ ﬁ;
- 1fne in determmlng trends. Furthermore, the academac ‘
‘fachlevement of unlver51ty freshemen 1s affected by thelr

/ !
:socral adjustment to the unlverslty communlty. A decrease a

".:ln academlc average may. result from adyustment dlfflcultles,
.not just 1nadequate academlc.preparatlon. ‘ |
Academlc preparatlon 1s, nevertheless, strongly re-‘~'
lated to. academlc success._ Marglnally qualrfled'students |
were more llkely to fall un1versrty courses than those who
“Zhad hlgh grade eleven averages (Table 23,p. 103) Almost a
thlrd of the freshmen 1n the sample whose Grade XI. average
"was 1ess than 70.p;r cent dld not pass thelr flrst year |
'whlle all students whose 1ncomrng averages were hlgher than
‘75 per cent successfully completed the course work.;
The hrgh success rate of the Grade XI hlgh achlevers

Tu_requlres a quallflcatlon. Grade XI studghts who had re—

. ceived at least a 75 per cent average in school examinatlons

e

L(icould be' admltted to, Memorlal upon the recommendatlon of the e

'school prxnczpal They were not requlred to write the publlc

. examlnations whlch determlned the flnal average of all other

'

students.- These recommended' students were recorded as _7

having a Grade XI average of 75. per cent. It was dlscovered

later ‘that at least one of these students had wrrtten the

A .

. .publlc examrnatlons, achLeVed a grade average of over 80 -

- per cent, and farled hls flrst year at Memorlal. Follow~up

‘:,!';, :

. LD

"TT-\“-lEéeeptronS'were students who had thhdrawn from the univer-- -

slty before the term was over.‘:
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U T 103
; data on other ‘recommended' studénts were not available. -

- 'msi.E 23"

'GRADE XI. AVERAGE - UNIVERSITY pass AND FAIL

“GRADE ‘XI - R
AVERAGE:. = -. = . . UNIVERSITY
T PASS . FAIL " . TOTAL

NO. %gthTNQ; . %:;vf_No.-Af-%Q
60-69 L e3 . "?0;9,.,V26'.' 29,1 .89 100:0
70-79 “~$g c .47 90,4 5 9.6 .52 100.0-

80- 89 18100400 . = <18 10040
" 902100 S 41 1000 = 0 o= 1. 710020
,Tbrsﬁ; 129 {j8056"f‘31;‘A~_19;§, 160 3'100;d

4

. . . 4 - ]
. 0 e . H

Those "who ‘were not admltted for "the w;nter term, because -
they ad failed the flrst term s courses, were 1ncluded in
. FAIL - - '

N . _— - . T B

[ R ——
-

ke ek e e o ol A anry
. . v’ .

- The percentage of FAIL - (19°4 pnr cent) was comparable S

,Tlto that reported by Sharp (1974. 3 43) for 1971 (19.1 per.
‘cent) .. 'I‘he methods used 1n dev:.smg these percentages
differ somewhat.~ Fcr thls study, an overall average of less'
'”than 50 per cent 1n the winter ‘term* 'S courses was, classlfled A
| as FAIL. Undoubtedly,‘most of these students d1d not fa11
:all thelr courses, and some wereéreadmitted, condltlonally,

.‘to the second year program.. Sharp (1974. 3 43) stated that o

‘,32 9 per cent of the 1971 students were 1n good academlq

A
: . . "
L, <o
-
. - .
2
. .
\
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o
-
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4 : high grades.. |

achievers. e T Lo ‘r

Lor e

io‘4’
stand;mg at- the end of fu‘st year . Whether the actual
grade average of some of these students vtas leas than 50

per cent was not given., : .} ,:

'J,'he margmally quallfled students had ‘had dlfflculty

meeting the academlc demands of hlgh school and were prob—
: ably the least adequately prepared for univerSJ.ty course a

':_work. When one cons:.ders ‘however, that over 90 per cent

9,

of all the freshmen :Ln the sample had some drop in grade . ‘:\

;Aaverage (Table 22, p. 96’ y ; -1t would seem that e1th,er mar- )
- ’ginally qualified students had sonilehow overcome a barrier
—'to high schievement or the university grading system was .

: orlented toward 9'1"'1“9 pass:.ng grades but relatlvely fewu

.t
> ’
H

: The passmg grade at Memonal wa5°50 per ceht. Iin

. 1ncom1ng student w1th a Grade XI average of 60 per cent

‘e

could less afford to drop 10 per cent over the year than

‘the, student whose J.ncoming average was- 80 per cent Cer—'

tainly, many marg:r.nal students devoted more t:.me to study

.:tn uni\ver51ty than they had ;Ln h:.gh school because they

o thought they might not pass courses as eas:.ly as hlgh' -

. I do more work this year but that doesn't mean
_there's.more work to do. .I knc\:w iots of ‘people’
' who study less but always séem'to get higher‘
- grades. But that's'0.K., IL'ye always had "
- "woyK harder. . I don‘t expect anything grea

5 from th:.s place- :"\f\i:;ass I'11 be satisfled. ' II‘/ L

Aside from the quest:. of ability, thia student ‘may

a.lso not have recelved adequate tra.m.mg in- study techm.ques
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' or aSSLgnment preparat;on. However, he had set a goal of

,_academLc achlevement‘mhlﬁh.he knew~he could attaln and dld_

'not relate his personal work load to those whose goals or

in order tO‘malntaln at 1east quallfylng grades..7 .

'grades were hlgher. Hls attrtude toward unlverslty was - - °

v . I \

’ different from that of the student mentloned prev;ously

' who sﬁudled less in unlverslty because he could not under—'

r

e etand why his grades were not .as hlgh as’ others 1n the R

a

\,class. It would appear that many marglnally quallfled .

students percelved the academ1c~demands of unlver31ty as-.a

”hf5cha11enge and were w1111ng to devote long hours to study

The 1nterv1ews w1th freshmen were 1nsuff1c1ently o

W

.extensive to determrne Just how much study was done at

]only Lndlcators of trends - whlch seeméd to exlst. Whether/

}'universlty compared w1th hlgh school in relatlon to the e -

.students' 1ncom1ng grade averages.l The examples c;ted are

o

1{11'

lr3 most ma;ginally quallfled students studled less at. unl—

:verslty because they perceived the academic demands to be‘

- too great, or. whether most of”them studled more in an ) A{

attempt to at least meet these demands marglnally can not

. =
‘ be determ1ned from the data avallable.'

There 15 also some evxdence, albelt extremely

'speculatlve, that unlversrty ;nstructors were more h%e?'
'~tant about'marklng a‘marglnal quallty paper below the passlng '

1.grade tﬁen theY'were ahout glﬁlng a middle range grade to, a

dent who nad done exceptxonally well Ln high school..

»

The ease witﬁ.wﬁrch one could achleve pass grades compared .

&
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, ’gradea to be worth the. extra effort.-‘»

"{"I.

grades” y_ - "‘ o 1_' .

108

Hlth.the dlfflculty encountered rn achlevrng hlgh grades

was'mentloned by a: number of»etudents. One auch student

}decided to study less, becdﬁé&’he dld not consider hlgher 'T”-'

In hlgh school you have no chorce but' to .
study, what with everyone down your back.
Besldes, then it's important not to fail
4hecause you'll be behind your friends..
Here it doesn't seem to matter so much...
"'it's hard...it*s almost impossible to.
get A's but I hardly.have to do anythlng
to'get a C or D. And as. long as I pass
;the folks are happy and its okay with me.

B Another freshman learned to: be satisfied¢with lower _;'

© ALl durlng school I used to come frrstgln
. class.’., There really wasn't much competition...’
'In here'I sometimes feel like a slow learner.
- The first English assignment we had. I .got 65
. per cent.. Everyone" says that's pretty good ;" it
.is a B, but still it° st'the lowest.grade I'a .
ever; gotten, I've gotten a couple of A's
since but mostly B's.  It's almost like you
" have to work twice as hard to get an_80 than you -
- 'do to get.a 70." .I'm still trying for A's but
. I'don't get ‘as. dlsappornted w1th -a a as I used
'to at first. . _ ‘ o A

| ‘Documentlng the standard requlred jor each grade level
would be aﬂmost rmposaible becaUse of the subjective nature
of gradtng. But from personal experrence and the commente of
students It seems that most couraes are graded between 50 and
80 per cent wmthout con51deratlon of academlc quallty. That

A

is, an assignment would have to he of extremely poor quality

-

to be graded~helow~50 per cent and of exceptronal quallty to

. . e g
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‘-unlverSLty appeared to be 1nterrelated lefrcultles ln e

"‘marginally quallzled students would habe had less dlff;v-u

.‘zeftensiVely documented, is based prlmarlly on’ xmpressrons Ai;;;
'and 1nterpretatlons of students‘ comments, and Ls, at thls
[

'.poxnt, speculatrve. “"' S R : : : o L

- one area often had a negat1Ve effect on’ the other.| For ' ﬂ,/

"example, one glrl Lntervlewed had negat;ve feellngs about /

uas en extnemelr shy‘glxl who stqyed in ) board;ng house,: :

T - . ‘ ’

recelye a grade bf over 80 per cent. Therefore, most

cultyvmaintaxning passxng graaee than the ‘above 8q per

cent aVerage‘ anoming freehmen would have had in achlevlng

o

an A average at Memor;al Th;s-contentlon has not been

,\ . The academic and soc;al adjustment af freshmen to- T

) :
P,

‘ A

shexhad encountered with her course work-

|l ; i ) c ' ":‘:" : ]
l .

-It‘a all chance, at’ least for me, An A in '/”

History and D in. English ... It could just _ I é S Lo

\T as easily" have ‘been the other way-around. R
1" T have no more idea Wwhat..I: did:right’to = . - S v
- get the ‘A than I knhow: what was wrong with ° e
, - that damned Engllsh paper ... It's & horxri- -
»_ble feeling, never know1ng-1f you'ré wasting
» . your; time. ."... I've thought about quitting -
;i but” I don't think I will. Maybe I won't Yo
come back here next year. ‘Tt beats- worklng, P T
A've got friends: here but sometimes I won-— . o -
~ der - what's the point as long as this keeps
" . going on. '11 never be really contented‘ \
here.'- . X . v _ o

1, *

l B
f‘her‘unlver81ty experxence, prlmarlly because of problems -,ﬂ o 1

‘ Q'Another student found reﬂuge in uork because she had
dtit;cultx~estahllshing a aocxal lrfe outalde classes. shes“ o

hAd not'medetane friend xn seyen‘months at Memorlal, but had
—maintained her ahove 9& per. cent average. ' |
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:'mic record of one was somewhat erratic but always~above

“‘to him than being a high achiever“:";f

their adjustment to 1ts academic demands.'

! . /

X study most. of the time.. Ther 's a lot of
+ work to'do ih my courses 5o I:Keep at 1t,..
" My parents keep telling me not to work:so,
hard. They say.I.should go out more. I'd ‘
- 1like to but I don't have” ‘any: friends.in_here -
.+« .I meet people in classes_and maybe’ talk to
them in ‘the .caf: cafeteria] about the -
courses but I don‘t see them after that. . .
They have their own friends and things planned.
I could go to movies but I don't want to . .
go by myselfs..I wouldn t want my average .
to drop too.much, but if .I had friends"to:
do things w1th I wouldn t study as. much.

/'

:,These two examples po;nt to. the relative nature of

¥

'passing, and the other was among the highest achievers
'"‘in the 1971 freshman class in Memorial But neither

”stydent was satisfied Wlth university. They stayed in -;

"firet year a personally rewarding experience.‘ Further,4
A}the student mentioned earlier, who was satisfied With

‘.passing grades even though they were considerably lower
;‘h than ‘his’ high school grades, v1ewed his first year a |
;1f:avsuccess., Maintaining a balance between hlS academic ’

‘endeavors .and hlS personal ‘life was more important .“f

A discussron of adjustment to university must.bo"

.beyond academic achievement. The freshmen 's adpustment to,

the university s social community was as 1mportant ae

/. 108

."Buccess. Neither student was failing courses, the acade- o

.’_:

S

-

B order to receive course credits but did not find their ff'.'

ch bt i
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D.:'Sodial.Adjuatment. ,'1"f S
B The majortty of freshmen in the atudy expected, or.
at. least hoped, that thelr fert year at univerSLty would “
- be drfferent from hmgh.school. They wanted to try new

Tl '.f{ith;ngs, meet new~people and generaliy to assume responsm-

P

RS .hllity for their own behavxor. Atmost invariably among

i e
’ . the freshmen 1ntervtewed, un1versxty was v1ewed as a rlte

. LTy
SRR g,<de Eassage into adulthood ‘[: Lo vt V, *

P o ‘:-‘:_ Freedom was hlghly valued. Students often<1ived'no

U ’ differently at univer51ty than they had at home durlng hlgh ’

D ‘ school, yet contended that the freedom to make one s own
) . ‘ K ? g
' ;_~declsions was the prlnCLPal advantage of: belng a university

. stu ent.’’ Freedom de not have to be exercised to be appre-.'.(

v o

T o e ‘ciated- 1ts vaIue lay in ita potential use.
‘ Independence,'or freedom to choose, was a- majorf

factor in each student's soc1a1 adjustment td;univer51ty,

ﬂ o ~although its 1mportance was manifested in drfferent forms.;

T T e oD A

A student whose parents still asked where he had been, re--ﬁ
; sented not belng grven the chance to control hls own be-: L
havior. Another who soclallzed little and established
. L nfew~new-friendships felt alienated because he d1d not know'3'
. hoy- o use 1ndependence ﬁo hls advantage. Another student;

I T who nent out anly on weekends was extremely satisfled withh'

N '3;. " '1"the untweraitY‘expertence; the decraxon to atay home every‘
L a :;' nrght uaa-hia~qwn and not that of hxs parente.
S : e L S
. _; };
\ | \ . x% :*
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‘TMost appllcants to. Memorlal expected unlversity ‘to- offer
:"more.opportunitles for soc;allzlng than they had had in ‘da‘
lu.gh school.‘ P]face of res:Ldence determ.ned, to a great A

T extent, lthe type and amount of‘ socxallzing feaslble for o

each student, and th.‘LS An turn affected the student' | c " o 0

A':?progress of maleg and ﬁemales in the sample who entered °i4faf_ f*%ﬁf
; '.,.,,_'Memorlal by Pla{ge of resudence and Table 26 (p _113) glves o i'-:-, J
".a simxlar breakdown for the 34 freshmen formally 1nter_ ; .' S
I yieued. The rqader should note that most of the d:.scus—’

- / .
corrt:.ngent on the students' pla.ce of res:.dence at Memor:.al.‘

Ty . .o ‘,-"-_ ) T “ T T T

S e .
o . .
ne a0 R eV et A g D T ) T

( Whether the' fres‘hmen def,‘;.ned theu: OVerall soc.xal ’ o
3 adjustment ;Ln terms- of the amountr o'fr 1ndependence, they o o ‘
had or’ s:l':mply in terms of hovr 'happy; ‘«they were, sat:.s- L ’:‘_ :-'j o
‘ fact:.on mth the un:.vers;t;r's social communlty was largely-,':

" . : N o
IR - P

. m R e

-t

T"acadenuc progresg. = a' 3"’, - ”," S s

Tables 24 (p. 11}1 and,25 (p 112) 5how the academ1cl:f

n¥e

.“sion whlch folloys 13 hased more on the qualrtative data . - ifnft

K residence were not statistically significant. While the el

]

‘ '-.obtalned from talklng wlth studente than on the quantatlve

'. “data presented 1n these tables. The differences in” acade-‘ '

.q

s

4 _: mic progress among males accord:.ng to thelr place of

T differences were stata,stmcally s:.gnificant among<females ’

wgthis statistic may: he nnsleadlng hecause of the small samplé e

‘ size. Further, 1t should be noted that several dozen morej;;“ :

. mfomai interv‘:‘:ews have b.een conducted with freshmen than‘ o o

the 34 formallr 1nterv:.ewed to whom 'l'able 26 refers. The -

- d:l‘.scussion deals with. the relation between place ?)f?"

r
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e
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&;,-; L , TABLE 24 7. i.”;'"aﬁffi‘

Cx é“é;é:*

.y

reaide.nce, acad:.c pmgzess a.nd socxal adjustment among T

the £reshmen both forma.lly and :tnformally mterviewed.

Tables 24 and 25 gwes some mdication of the overall

relat:t.on bef:weenf‘place ot residence and acade.mic progressﬂ ‘

among freshmen, although theae data are not necesaarily

E conc]_usive, g y .. .. _I,JI < - ;:. , ‘ -, o .‘ '-‘(-,_’ 't‘ R

el

FI. ,". A R (D

" acApenTE. pnocnzss or MALE, ENTER BY PLACE or RESIBENCE:.
'PLACE OF - Co el C
 RESIDENCE Acanzuxc PROGRESS I S

L ‘eASS . PATL - 0 nnoppnn-:j‘
SR ey - QUT .
No. af'_:ko;f}i%fjﬁﬁbx”_“ i
P13 esie’ R 38,0 - e lgpl
. n.." RO
L 14.3 " =0 o= 28_:‘_‘

1115“

‘ '10:0.'0.".; RN

nss:nsucz *,‘;5g2;'
uom xuowu s

PASS-
wj:nter term. * -
. FAIL: -

72W4J‘L,;“
. 7.'1'.4

e .

63 75.0 20"

7
.24 8507 -4
X
1

: 18,3

-23L§ i

' ‘4;2'

R

28
S

(Not Knovm was not incluﬁed)

s,

received at least a 50 pe:: cent average in the

received less tha,n a 50 per cent average m the

100 o'

‘100,07

'100 oél R

000"

E .

\r:l‘.nter term..

{PAIL also’ includes. freshmeén: who. failed the ..

prevxous fall term and vtere not perm.tted to reg:.ster for L

i tHe wmter tem.

50

DROFPED OUT :

bNOT KNOWN ;

.

m:thdrevr from Manonal hefore writing B X

nane ot these s:l:udents were fron; St. Sohnls, O

howevey,, they did not supply the’ university with" their e

L. a.ddres& ufu.le :)'tn St. ﬂohn‘e attending Memor:ml.
[ - i’ . -
SO v R ) £
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All the St. John‘s freshmen :Ln “the sample l:.ved at

/.-‘

home durmg thelr flrst year at Memorlal Most of them ‘

cont:mued to soc:.allze w:.th the:.r fr:.ends from h:.gh schopl. )

AN 1

A change in partlcipatlon in extra-—currlcu-lar act1v1t:|.es Lo

was most often complemented by a s:.m:.lar change among

frlends. Thus, students who had ‘Joa.ned campus organ:.,zations

s

‘ usually had frlends who also beCMe members. Other groups

of frlends d1d not partake 1n umversxty actxvrtles but con-'
tlnued to use the recreatxonal fac:LlltJ.es of the communlty.

'l‘he level of - sat:.sfactlon expressed in- the soc:Lal :

1

life avallahle at um.vers:.ty depended on the extra-currxcular"" :

actrva.t:.es of the peer groups.' Those who used the campus
fac:Ll:Lt:Les were" more llkely to’ v:.ew the un:Lvers:Lty llfe _
style pos:.t:wely. Thpse who came on campus only to. a-ttend
classes tended to bé 1nd1fferent toward the unlvers:Lty as
a centre of soc:.al act1v1ty. o S a

The c:Lty freshmen who d:Ld not use the un1vers:.ty '

i

recreaﬂonal fac111t1es most oftfn v:.ewed um.versxty as -

" "just another school" The general pattern co:l.nc:Lded w1th

-

that found by Jansen (1970) among York freshmen. The more.
the student partlc;Lpated in the unn.vers:.ty 5 non-academlc

actrv:.t:.es, the more lJ.kely he was to feel a part of the

‘ un:.versrty commun:.ty. S e

. .1' /

The sim.la,r;ty be.tueen hrgh. school and un:we:;s:rty
drsappointed manx St.. John‘s freshmen. They had hoped

for a change, new exper:.ence.s and a challenge, ‘but found

»

S --..-_._-._....,u.h_..;-_a\....‘...
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Memor;al o be a contmua}ion of. theu: h.‘Lg’l‘L schgol’ days.

One glrl from St. John‘s enjoyed unlvers;ty and was do;\ng:-

ﬁau’ly well academ:Lca.lly but also expressed th.Ls sense of - B

r really looked forward & coming in here.
I thought I'd get a chance to meet ‘kids.
from all parts of. the island and, you Kknow,

get to Know Newfoundland better...it was . - .

". goihg to be a real change. ..But then every
class I had...thére weré two or ‘three friends
" from Collegiate [Prince of Wales Collegiate
- High School] * in.it ... We stuck together
. because it's’ ‘easier with someone you know but .
. we never met. anyone else. I hardly know- any-
‘ene from out of town, just the same crowd as’
'flast year...You hear-about all the fun they
- have in residence; I feel, llke I'm m:.ss:.ng“
" out on someth:.ng. T

Some c:.ty students felt that stay:.ng at home 1mpeded

full access to the soc:Lal actlvn.tles of the ufuvers:.ty and

e ~wasf a barrler, at least psychologlcally, ‘to expressmg a

| It would enta:.l = I

",'sense of 1ndependence. ThJ.s d:l.d not meap t.hat they were. all

R dlscontented w:.th 11v1ng at home." Some were, but’ most felt

.

that lJ.VJ.ng away £from’ the:Lr parents w0u1d be the :Ldeal.

‘ They‘ dld not ‘ 1eave, prlmarlly because of the extra expense B

/,._.

" “There's 'no reason for me to leave home. I . *

get along fine with my famlly ‘and besides
T couldn't afford it and T wouldn't ask them
for-the money.. But I hate tak:.ng things from
them, I'd like- to know that T was makmg :Lt
-©n my~'own, B
I don*t suppose{ it would be any dl.fferent if" .
¥ didn*t stay horge. I mean I'd still study, -
mayﬁe X% go out more. It's not that anything .
3 5 .2% wrong with howe, I can come and go as I | .-
.. 'please but they still &orxt of think of me as
: the baby and I try not to make - .waves iffyou " " .
‘Rnow what I mean. . It would be nice to be on
o my own but it's no big deal. Home"is cheaper
- = and conveni‘ent 80, that's where I'll stay.

L
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C e 'The kids in res:.dence are more a part of the

&

X

'»unl‘vers:Lty than we-are. I keep hear:.ng about
parties and good times. T’ suppose- it might
" be.harder to get study done in res. [res:.dence]
- 4.+TE I had .a choice, llke money didn't matter .
- and I wouldn't hurt my parents, I th:mk I'd
" like-’ to ‘live. in res:.dem‘:e. . ‘

.'.l‘hese students felt that they were J.ndependent

! enough to make the:.r own decn.smns, but l:l.vmg apart from

e

the:Lr fanu.lles, whlle 1nexped1ent, would have conflrmed
thelr 1ndependence.. The St.-. John s freshmen, who felt

: / ' e
tha,t the:.r parents Would not allow them to be' i_nde'pendent,

had major adjust:ment dJ.fflcultles. : React:.ons to these
d_l—ff:.cultlesvvarm(ed f.rom complaceqt ‘dllscontent to reb'e;libn o

oo
N f

‘ ».vr thought unlver51ty would be great but itls”
. not.  .There's nothing to do,- the courses are’
hard...lt's ‘too. big, you don't'get  to meet
~anyone, I suppose I'11 stick it out. ‘cause
you can't get anywhere without a degree. .It ,
‘.gould kill my parents if I quit, they keep
saying I should give it a-chance. -
.+« NO, they arents] don' t pressure me. -
Really it’s just that they're always there.
Some times when I'm in here on campus I almost
‘de¢ide to quit after this term and go.to work
“. but then I. go home and I know they wouldn't .
R really understand so ‘T don't say anythlng - L
‘to a'vm.d ‘a hassle. S . S

I'*m gettlng out of here. I haVen t been to
a class in weeks...right.now I'm trying to.
drop out for medical reasons, nerves, you
know, -but really it's because this place is a -
dive. I don't want to. be here but my mother .

| . ... biched so much- I said I'd. give it a try. But .
+ © no, that.wasn't enough. . 'Everyone else enjoys .

it* -she says, ' I'm supposed to love. it and.get .
" fantastic marks so she can brag to- her friends,
'She ' keeps judginmg me, like Vif you dldn't go
out sQ much', ‘itts. your f::.ends‘ ' My fr:.ends
&ane. my husn.ness - . . N

Lre

' React:.ons to dlfflcultles wlth parents were dlfferent

FREE
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“"countered by thlS grﬁup.

o

‘“among-malesiand'females.. The difference nas particularly

pronouncedfhmong St. John‘s atudents srnce thls group had

o °n‘901ng contact w:Lth theJ.r famrl:.es throughout the um.- Y

Vers:Lty term. R f R

Q

None of the St. John's female freshmen An the‘sample

‘falled thelr flrst year at Memorlal although, as 1llustra—

/

| ted” ln a precedlng excerpt, one: glrl 1eft before flnal

'exams, partly because she dld not expect to pass (Table 25,1'-

I

p. 1121 ‘ Among the St. John 's male freshmen in the sample,‘
‘35 per cent falled thelr freshmen year (Table 24, p.lll).'
'The ﬁallure rate’ among St. John s, males tended to be hlgher“f

fthan among the males who stayed ln boardlng houses or re—

T

. The- comments of “two St. John s males who failed glve

. an 1ndlcat10n of the partlcular adjustment problems en—

. feel close to my famrly but that doesn't
meart; T want the same things. They're- really . .
o rellglous...my ‘sisters went . ta unlber51ty and .
~did well. They don't think the same as'I do..rw
‘They think you should go to. church, be’ good
study hard, get .a job and that's. it. There's"
..got to be .more.than’ that...».I stopped going to.
church in- h:.gh school sO they're used to that.
When ‘I came in here. I wanted to,see what else
" ‘there was to life. I did a bit of smoking ~
and then got into chemicals. .My friends were
. the same as last year, none of ‘us ,studled .
.| much but they didn't do as much chemicals. -
.~ Tt got pretty bad at home...I could' feel the
‘. 'tengion wheneyer I walked throughﬁthe door
' g0 I didn't stay home much.. .
- eee-After-Christmas it got to be too much. I

< was getting bored with'the dope scene but it

" 'was tod late to pick up in moat of . the courses.
. ¥ couldn't ga home and say -*You were rightt',
Ir d1d waste a lot of time,,but stxll X dldn*t

M ) ]
v B sl -

\.,... -

. . 5"
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uant the same thJ.ngs they d:l.d. For

~ the last couple of fwonths I hayen't’

' ‘been’ do:Lng much. 0f anything, I 'dan't -

.stay home, don't go to classes..,still .-

- think they're a waste of time.!/.don'‘t:’

hang around with the guys doing chem-

‘tcalg., T just drift around wa;tln? )

for -the term to end. Maybe then T'1l

.rget a job o

' The old ‘man wants me ’to Jom hJ.s hus:t.-« S
ness after university. .I'm not so sure S
it*s what I want.. We all know I'm not -
. .. going to make it this term. T didn‘'t
. study much, spent most of .my time show-"
. ing my buddies. how to xip. Off insuxance STl
_companles...My fathei '.is very conservatz_ve, o :
- he believes in work but they [family]l ~ = =~ s
- don't do anything except stay home ‘and A
. ‘watch telev:.s:.on. .We fight a lot this -~ -~
' year, about' politics, . relJ.ga.on...Next
‘'year I'1l try it his way...I'1]l work for
a.while. .wé've gotten along better s:.nce I
I told hJ.m that ; : . -

”Male students tended to" express a greater need to X
‘ fassert thelr :Lndependence than. females. For those away

l from home ' the :Lndependence of li\mng away frOmL their - famil ies -

‘ ,:was often suff1c1ent for them to féel that- they had' obtalned

PR

“

- . - N
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o .,next breath told to eat all the:Lr vegetables.

-~'and adult.

Bt 4 g s EF e & e et 1

B autonomy and .freedom to choose. Males such' as those quoted -

' felt -a: need to assert openly the:.r 1nd1v1dua11ty

In‘some o i
cases, rebelllon folXowed a lack of understand:.ng on the i
" part. of parents. The young students were told about the J.mp- |
: ortance of a good educatton m order to - support a fam:Lly, "1, e 4'.':* .
o about the responsi‘hlln.t:.es a man must accept a.nd :.n the Co ._ *: :
They rebelled

' -agajmst the confl:.ctmg expectat:.ons of be:.ng both cIu.ld v

Pul‘vmo a.nd Mi.ckeleon (1.972 218)_ :Eound in’ a study

) 'of h.tgh schnol studenta “,. .alienatmn, compr:gsed ma:.nly of

o
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‘thelr role 1n socrety. : R S

- .119

normlessness, 1,s negat:.vely related to academ.tc accompl:.sh—

‘ments. As nomlessness mcreases, ;male students ev:.dence a.

° /

proportlonal decrease in Qcademlc accompl:.shment" _ Such

-normlessneSS was perhaps most pronounced among th.e St. John'

males who fa:.led, because of the Value conflicts they ex-n v

pertenced at home comblhed w1th them.r own amb:walence about '

T . .. L

' B The rehelllous behav:Lor whlch often followed normless-
' .me‘ss was, in some cases, a consc:.ous effort to experJ.ment
- .. with, hew l:.fe sters and value systems in the hope of de— ;
'v:l.slng a set ‘of gu:LdelJ.nes w:.th whlch the student could

: :tdent:.fy.‘ For these students, academic success in thelr o

.,

'-freshman year was a s:.de issue. Agaln, a case, of a, j

o :St. John's male fr eshman best J.llustrates tlu.s part:.cular

/

_ adjustment pattern. !I'his student dld not entlrely d:l.sn
':agree with hJ.S family 8. life style or- values but wanted

: __to rxperiment w1th other 1ife styles rather than sllp 1nto

v.

' the la_fe pattern of hJ.s parents w:Lthout questlon. He saw
univers:.ty as ‘an opportum.ty to do th:Ls exper:ument:.ng.. He_

) "f"falled his freshman year,lstayed out of school for -the-

—

" next- year and then returned to um.vers:.ty. Follow:.ng his
R second attempt at um.vers.xty he cons:.stently rece:.ved an
. A standmg in h.Ls courses..‘ He has ‘since completed an un-'

o dergraduate degree and entered gradﬁate school

"l'hat first year T tried everything that
struck my fancy. Studies got-lest along

"the way. I waa taq busy' getting drunk o A

. and staoned-and fighting with my :Eatuly '
L to bother hti‘th :|.t° B

‘/'_ .
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‘preve to therr parents tha.t they\ were capable of" mak:.ng

120
. s.%hen I came. hack a yéar later L was "' .
. mare settled. I'd done all the carous=.” = = ¥

. ing the. first time so that had no appeal

anymore. ‘X still enjoy myself; but - now
Itve got my prrorltz_es stra.rght. .

v .Although. he had .fa.Lled h.'LS flrat year, the experience

'.had been successful in perm:.tt:.ng hun to d:.scover e.xactly

what he wanted to do w:Lth hJ.s 11fe., W:Llson (1972 321 :Ln a

f‘study of . student 'fa:Llures' concluded, ‘Farlure, .as much as -

success, must be related to the lndun.dual‘s personal values,

and clearly, for some . satlsﬁactlon lay in abandonlng thelr ’

. "unlversz.ty careers and turnlng to somet!ung more congenlal"

For Memorial‘s freshmen, academ1c fa:.lure somet:unes comv

.

i c:.ded w:Lth personal satlsfadtion and not. all who were acad- ‘

/

enucally ‘successful were satlsfled Wlth the " unlvensrty e

'exper;Lence. Certalnly, there were 1nd1.cat10ns from some

of. the remarks of freshmen that t.hey dJ.d not plan to return

]

: ,to Memorial even though they were pass:.ng the:Lr~ courses,.

" ey

Academlc and soc:Lal adjustment were. contlngent\on

:,each 1nd1v1dual g.tudent's react:.ons to problems.‘ For ex~
'ample, whereas some St. John\ s males rebelled and stud:.ed
"_-less when confronted w::.th fam11y problems, females J.n a
| si:milar posrtlon were more llkely to have an. opposrte re-’

; ".act:.on. - At least aome o: them worked harder in order to

thei:r ‘awn decisions. Tm L’:npressmn vas remforced by~
.Pulvh:o and ﬁi‘ckeleon‘a study J':n wh:Lch they stated,

"!.’emales e ave e:':ther mare m.ll:.ng to- accept culturally

i o A i R P, et par A A e ianc Ct, et .. .
R B e i . . ”
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) llving at home..

2. Off-Campus S

‘. ,'

P ‘- . "‘ . :‘.‘ v‘ ‘ . ) .‘ . . . ;21

-prescr:.bed goala, and thus ward off, normlessness, 1 QF

o ﬂare trained Ct:ernforced ce;:taim behav:’:ora[ to a,ch.reve

commensurate mth s.chool standarda" (Pulv:.no and M;‘.ckelson -

hal o

~

Wh.rle lndLVLdual St. Joh:n's freshmen exper:Lenced . '

‘problems’ vn.th. adjustmg to un:.versrty, for most: of them the

'-AunJ.versrty erfv:.ronment was ‘a cont:.nuation of h.Lgh school.

A-

They were not forced to establlsh a new peer group or ben

come accustomed to 11v1ng in a new cl:Lty ox to 1Lv1ng on

\3

: the:Lr own away from parents. Parents generally J.mposed

lfewer restrlctlons than they had when the students were in

N Iugh school and offered sympathy and understand:.ng When ‘
‘ .the student encountered academlc problems. Mpny of the
‘ st.-aohn freshmen would have preferred to llve avay

e from hcme, but usually :Ln order to cOnvince themselves of

Qheir 1ndependence and to be'more rnvolved w1th unlvers:Lty '

actrv:.tles, 1t was not generally because they d:Ldn't l:Lke

.t

--‘,.' . . . P a

| Non-St. John‘s fresmnen who l:Lved off«campus wh:.le

' “attend:mg Memon.al atayed e:.ther in apartmenta, - w:.th re-

lativea, X - hoardmg houses.

I?e\t fresh:gen atayed in apartmente- ther Rho d;.d

aually shared the aparh\}ent m.th a. close f.'xz.end oz more

.usually m."th. a s:.hling who wtas also attendi.ng unmrers:.ty. -
:Little data are avarlahle /on the adjustment of these - ‘

-

-

A




_students, only one of them was formally J.nterviewed.

Cor older and had dlfferent interests. . Another student had

moved 1nto an apartment for the flrst year and stayed there

Ca’ new env:.ronment and the academ:.c demands of un:.versity, ‘

A ~

.'122-

o =

- Contact has been made w:.th a few smce the study began

but ad]ustment to unlvers\.ty has never been dlscussed

rspe.ciflcally. In one case,' a female freshman moved to

res:.dence for her second year and ment:.oned that she was“ \
~ k

~erx:]oyJ.ng it better than her f:.rst year. She’ mlssed the

; fcontrol she had had over her lJ.v:Lng area in the apartment ’

Jbut llked bemg closer to uruvers:.ty act1v1t1es. She had

‘partlclpated llttle J.n these durlng -‘her flrst year. she had

shared the apartment w:.th her sxster who was several years

‘ during each success:l.ve term she attended Memorial.— She had : .

had an average of above 80 per cent in high school and main- -

.l
-ta:.ned lt throughout unlver51ty. . "

'“ Freshmen who stayed w1th relatlves they llked gener- ‘

E

| ally had few adjustment problems apart from gettlng used to

, I stay ‘with my sister and her famly...

- We've always gotten along okay, we. leave - -
‘each other alone and mind our own bus:.ness. T
She never:says anythlng about where I go or -

~what.I do and -she'll lend me her car when-

.ever I want it. ‘The only thing she worries
about is" when I go out drinking with- the
_guys. She s afraid"I'll have an- accident. - o

. But that's u.nderstandable, it 8 her car L <

; 50 I'm always . careful , , I

-By contrast, a major find:Lng of this study was that

students who stayed 1n board:.ng houses had more dlfficulty

-/

;o ~» . ,- . 5 1 . _--.
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‘ share their le:Lsure ta.me- :

N K

.‘ adjustmg to unileruty than any othex: group. mu.le )

they, wez’e as amuaus as otber students to lead an )
act Tve soc:.al ~l:.fe, nd expected thJ.s at: um.versity, the‘y'\-

had dxffn.culty in meetmg people mth whmn they could

v ~

¥ :
The major;ty of studenta m the sample had spent

L the:Lr le:Lsure time dur:.ng hJ.gh echool J.nvolved in unorgan-;
. ized act:.v:.t:.es such as v:.s:Ltlng and go:.ng to 'hang-outs‘

“ and mov:.es. Thexr peer group rath\er than” spec:.ftc actx- L
V:Ltles was the core- of the:Lr soc;al:.zx.ng. But when these

(outport students came to St Joh.n's to llve ln a boardmg

1

,_house, thelr old group of f/rlends was m:.ssmgr. Unt:x.l new .

frxendshxps were esta'bIJ.shed J.t was d:LffJ.cult for such

Btudents to, malntam the amount of soc::.alj.z:.ng they had

‘done in h:.gh school.

Slnce most studenta did not meet frxends :m t.he

- hoarding houses the only other outlets were - classes and

. campus organ:.zatmns. . ;"i

k Many students d:Ld make erends w:.th clasémates,

“'Ho{wever, the strength of such fr:.endshlps was often ham-'. '
pered for boardwg stude)'é hy then place of res:.dence.‘
,Th.e homes in vduch these atudents stayed were’ generally .
.'not avetlahle for entertal.nmg frlends. They were forced _'“.
'. to confi:ne theu:' aoculizmg tq outsx.de, oﬂten argan:.zed
act;\.vz,txes. Fax etudents uhc ha.d a #:r.':kend in the same
: . 'hoarding house, aoclalizing outs;de nas mconven:.e.nt but

"‘ po_e:sﬂqle. m any case, they could spend tlme together

P i

o
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in the hoardi'rig'hou'se‘; ' For those students uho d:Ld not

s

LY i Keriow anYQ“e In St- Fohn‘s and wha stayed In & boarding AN

2

~ house, their freshman year vas often a onel erience.ﬁ -

‘The most feasa.hle. optxon open to th {_oxrder €o

. ,:mak,e frJ.ends was to jom campus orgam.zat:l.o s. ".'l"hi“a “option

was not often pursued. For example , -one’ boarding -student

II . Kl
. \

" ‘commented: -

- \l

Co 3 haven't Jo:med any of the groupa on‘tama
b R pus because. I don't know anyone in them ° -
ST .and IL'd feel uncomfortable Jo:\.,n:rng one on s
A my own. ' 4 . .

‘ c ‘ Thls student's attn.tude to organlzed actJ.VLtles on i ;:
l ~_ campus was tpr.cal of students who had o fnends. ;”‘I'hey-
R L ./often wanted to join. the. sports team, newspaper or photo-
1 B g,raphy clubs but feared the in1t1a1 contact and period .
) | “ —;when they would be outs:n.ders. It :Ls xrom.c that w}ﬁle
such organxzqtlons were set up to serve the specxal a.n- o s
terests and soc:Lal needs of students, they in fact tended:‘ '
- . P A

i L ) } t% serve those students 'who already- had an, act:.ve soclal o

. , | o 1ife. That is, groups of’friends brought the:.r :Lnterests_ ‘

c oy >~ o Y

e L., to the clubs rather than the latter attractlng students

o , ) who were seekmg soc;.al contacts. _ .
s , - f_ Such a situa.tmn o.ften led to a sense of alxenata.on,__,
o i'. on the part og students. in hoardmg houses.: They had '
o 'e&pected a men:'e a.ctwe soc:.al l:.fe than i.n high school ’
yet ;Emznd tﬁemael*ves spending :n;oat o:ﬁ thE-li' free t:.me J.n i '
theit:: reoms. s '

'rhie sn.tuat:Lon J.nva.riably }f#ected these studeﬁ‘
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E \‘was e:.t':her to fmd refuge -in’ wqu ox to spend °1Ltt1e tJ:me

study hafnts. E'ew: of them rated amount of “study done tQ

co:tnc:.de m.tb. wha,t was :.n;tially expected. 'I‘he tendency

3

4
o e
o -

intervz.eWEd o T

f,

One gu‘l ment;Loned earlier managed to mainta:l.n an.

average of over 90 per cent. For her, work was a refuger

.

she was too sh.y to seek admiss:.on :.nto a campus orgam.za- o

o
t:.on or to act:.vely seek frlendsh:.p w:.th claasmates, and

' so Bpent all her evenings study:.ng.,

One of the board:.ng students whoae grades dropped

attributed ‘the decl:.ne to - depressxon and hurt pr:.de.-. “

'I'm in a small room in the basement and
* there's not enough room to' study.: “The
,_landlady doesn't like me- to ‘go upstairs. .
.- ./ to watch T.V. T can't bring people back :
.. +to the .roomjy who'd want to see it, and it"
: - costs a 1ot of money to go out.' Sometimes . .
, T visit some guys in resildence. They look . ~
. 1like they‘re ‘having, 'such a good time so I .- "
~ "let on that I “love university. ,But then 1

have to.walk back.to that dark room and T ., -~ =~ = 't s

PN

get sofdepressed that T can't get down to

study at all.A C e T

A freshman who had stayed in a boarding house dur;mg
herﬂ first year ‘dec;ded to move J_nto an. apartment for her
negatt.vely af feot hoth aoc:.el and a.cadems J.ntegratiOn 1ntb

the untverﬂty cormguntty. ~ R .

c e

LBt uqa hard enqugh gett:.ng uaed to univexa -

/ . _sdty and St, John's without haying to gét' - = v - . -

' used to lr.vmg m:tIL strangers toa, - The "

s'tudya.ng. ‘I‘hese two extremes were found emong the s,tudents

second year at Hen;on.al., She perce:.ved boa,rding hnﬁses to j~
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e s s eople J: stayed m.th vzere nice but .Lt‘s -
IR N A A ?ust not ‘the seme. I just wasn't" :anol-
- ved..,Staying there T didn‘t get a chance. @ . - "' .. " t

Ce . " to get in 'on as.much as thosge in res. and Lo S e :
Jno . .. because they were a separate family I - ..

L T ... .wasn't Inyolved with them either. There :

I _t.-  ’are times when you really need to be w:Lth

. . people who are ‘doing the same things. . . .
: » ~ Like I 'had nobody to talk to about exams or s . ;
¢ . how to wr;Lte ass:.gnments. ‘And sometimes - . . . [ .« Y
" just to be able. to bitch about a prof. to. ' ' ' R
: someone who understands can he a comfort.,v

L 1
-

The overall J.mpressron one gets of the freshmen Ln Tl e

hoard:mg houses is a depress:.ng one. They were, for the
moste.part v oa lonely‘, alJ.enated group adrlft from the maln—_ L :

a SOV .: strea.m of un:.vers:.ty l:.fe. Wh.Lle there Were except:.ons
in the cases of friends boardlng in the same house, good
rapport with 1andlord and landlady, and those stayJ.ng mth " )

t v : / close relatrﬁres ’ the majora.ty were unsatlsfa.ed m.th thelr

i S5 v camiant s vy S L

freshman year because of problems brought about by the:.r o

T place of res:.dence. It should be noted that some of these"'.

students thought the 1ack of extra-currlcular ;anolvement
. d

i'efleoted a personal J.nadequacy, that everyone else had
. # f.r:Lends and' 1pts of th.mgs to do - a- v1ew wh:l.ch often

J.ntensz.fled the sense of al:.enat:.on. ,

AP R '.‘a..a.‘.‘m\\u 3ot Rln St st

, / Males were perhaps :Ln a hetter pOSlthn to seek L

' ': ; ' outsxde aCthlt.’Les than fe.males. , GJ.rJ.s in bogrdlng houses -
| were hes:rtant ahout going .out at-: night alone, .they needed : :
T .a fnend maorde: te look #oz ,f:r:.ends.  Table. 25 (P 112 ) }

:' shmzs that a h;gher proport:.on of ,female.s J.n board:.ng

L houses and othep ot#-ca,mpus accommodatlon ;Ea:Lled theJ.r

e __first year _tha_n, the felnales in res;.denee or~those who L ’
rs . :* l. . . Kl L] i o ) ‘
. . I T r i
. . ‘1 . C B ] . |

’ S : ) . : .
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] ; ) o ' o
i : -



s
ae
f
.
i
o
.
.
.
:
At

4 . T , . L
’ R . ' ‘\\'. !l . . ’ . EN
S o E ,", _;‘." ;
) o - \ R R T o o
W stayed at hqme. , Lach gf,{./.;mtegra.flon het\'zeen soc:.al a,nd A - i
."',_z _____ o . A
: / e academ.c act'::v:LtJ.es in pant a.ccounted :Eor th.Ls. _ Lo 1
R A . . ’ . R ",.('f 8 A ‘.' ‘

j‘ I.ast 'yéar ‘T used to do° everyth:.ng with my S

. best friend...She didn't come to university. -, - . i

'so’ ¥ .donlt know anyone here. . There's an~ - T TR

otﬂer glrl staying in the. same house, but - o

> ‘she works in the ‘bank and. has .her own frlends, R TR
' ..»I try to study bhut I'm not used.to doing, T PO
-it.alone. It seems somet:.mes like hours go- z

hy and I'm still at the same page...Last - .~ . 7 T

' .year I liked going to dances.,.I haven't - B o

A : ; been to oneé. here...I'm afraid, ko go. alone. Coad
7! /I -try to go home ‘as 'often as I.cam;. it's L o T E

. e still ‘a- lot more fun home than in here. PR RS R
Every morm,ng I wake up w:.th pam in my R / ;

oy ';_ -stomach. The.university is. s\q big, it took . . U onw
coeit, . omeweeks to get used to it,  Home, I.khew - - 4 - Ui

N PR everyéne. I used to ba,bysit ‘for a couple. " ...~ RSP

R of . my teachers so: 1 was never neryous with'v ' ... . RS

LR them.. It wasn't like here...the profs. . SR

© ..oy, . aren't from here..a cOuple of ‘them are: really T, R

R loud...like it scares you.. I-don't: say when . :° S b

<. . .. . 'I don't know something...maybe they'd laugh L
B " 'cause I'm' from around the bay...Il've tried .= R

'+ " ! to change my accert..:when I went home once . ' .4
S ' a couple of people said I was" tryJ.ng to .be . " ’ \ ot
A T grand...It's hard to know- what to dos.. SR |
e The unwers:.ty is really n:Lce.‘ I've wanted S ;
, .to come here éever since I can remember.s I e {
"don't go” out much, anyway, there's too much"!: R
o work ‘to'do. ..I'm not used to malu.ng frigénds :
L ‘or to big classes...Mom says..to give. it time e E
N ' but T -still get homesick. There's no one. to . B
' T {’ .1' talk' to. The landlady: is really nice; she - e
© . "talks to me-after supper 'a lot. It would" g IR
- be nice tohaveafnend my- own age; ‘someone to ' /- O ,i.
: ' do.things with. L talk.to 'some of the people ., - L
e ;ﬁn my classessbut I dontt.sée them.after, I'd o ‘ ’\i
‘ llke to know hmt other people do’ ass;.gnn;ents.; IR .
Qﬂ-—can;pus males d:.d hetter academ.ca.llyr than ei‘ther«-' ' ‘N'f,‘ ’ j
:« ot the other male 9roups. Cl'ahle 24 p.lll B,nd Ta.ble 27, p. 128)-
e o
o g ﬁﬁ:{ | f W ‘4':&3’: f,‘:‘vf, L ) oo ]
. PR - Tl . "~° i © . . o
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TABLE 27‘;1.3__.,‘J L
ACADEMIC STABILITY BY SEX AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE® . o
'_" MALES - © . *4.' 3 N - FEMALES

v . .NO. IN EACH TYPE ~  STABLE ° NO. IN EACH TYPE STABLE o
. . OF ACCOMMQDATION ' ACADEMICALLY QF~ACCQMMODATION. ACADEMICALLY#‘~'?~

n"xa;hfjk>;';.~. A 'Ng} S

S - : S v ae b

,nomg S e 20 D 3:9,; Ce5,0% o013 10 ¢ 7649 -

OFF“CAMPUS o e o Ui Tseeo ot T2 eagoama
) : . o ’ 7 . o . " N _-\v . - .

"RESIDENCE ST FE Y S 5127 6 .- 35 . 0w 18 L OBLUS L
.,NOT KNOWN o '; ?; .7 R - : d2 ';_2836j,i. ;w__hilf:-ﬁfhn%[-:l-l;ilod;oA;“t

rpTAL- IR L S 33. . 39.3- T '75‘4;” 7 ez . 5883

These figures indicate university~grade averages which were either 1ess than‘3ﬁ' -

10 per cent lower than Grade XI averages, the - seme as, . or higher than Gredef,_ :

XT averages. Lo _ . R - o S e T g .

bi e, 45 per- “cent ‘of the males who -1lived at home maintained thexr grade aver~ ’

'age as operatlonally defined in. above footnote. . . : e R
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AThJ.S may have been because they d1d not have the d:.stract:.ons

7:from study confronted by re51dence males.‘ Also, off—

-~ -

.campus males dld not feel -as great a need to asset 1n~—,'”

"dependence as d1d St.- thn s. males, srnce “they were

"already 1ndependent, phy51cally lf not f1nanc1ally, of

their famllles.‘ _' "r.'_ e, f\ B

: Smallwood (1971 41), in his study of male fresh—‘

-Nmen at Memorlal found that males in boardlng houses had B

lower averages 1n their farst year than res;dence males,; A
‘ev1dence whlch confllcts wrthmthe data presented ‘in Table L :
:24' (PJJI) and Table 27:\(P 128)- Smallwood selected

his on—campus sample frcm three church operated res;dences," )

F‘one of whlch screened prospectlve re51dents. A couple of

I3

'ITables 24 and 27 may reflect a dlfference 1n on-campus h
E accommodatlon optrons in terms of how-they affect academlc

”Aetandlng.'

V:.to stay either in residence orlan apartment.

males in. this sample stayed in one of the church operated

A 0

AreSLdences, but- most stayed in Paton College, the un1Ver-“ o

sxty operated resrdence complex. The contradlctlon be=

tween Smallwood's flndlngs and the data presented 1n

The hlgher success rate of off-campus males was not

/. 4

complemented by a sense of satlsfactlon with univer51ty.

i All the hoardlng males 1nterv1ewed would have preferred

Smallwood (1971 109) stated except for actlvitles

cmmme e
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tsuch.as watchrng televLSLon and llstenrng to the radlp,_

1odging lﬁoarding] students:partlcrpated very 1ittle Ln-

extra-currlcular actlbrtres, particularly those OFf the ‘

' organlzatlonal and. voluntary help type « That £1ndrng
,totally corncrdes w1th.the evrdence presented 1n thrs
.study The lack’ of partlclpatlon seems to have had a ‘

) posrtive effect on the academrc standrng of:males, among

:“d females lack of 1nv01vement ln extra«curr;cular actlyrtres,:
#had a negatrve effect on academrc success..‘ ’ .
" As wrth.all other groups a w1de range of adjustment S
“patterns was . evrdent among boardlng students., Underlylng

- all. of, these was a dlstlnct 1mpress1on that boardlng was

a -cause of adjustment dlffrcultles. Stayrng in a boardrng

. house was a shortcomlng to be overcome, it seldom lf ever
enhanced the un1versaty experlence. Although.some boardlng

houses were pleasant enV1ronments, "second home'@ln some

)/

'cases, they were not home, and unless the student had some

¢

| means of becomrng more lly integrated into the unlversrty

lcommunlty by maklng frlends and,gettlng 1nv01ved i extra—

. BN N

' currlcular actlvrtles, hls or her - freshman year was not as

’

‘satlsfactory+as it mlght have heen.

Residence,.whach_rtself ‘had . some shortcomrngs, w0uld‘

,.hava heen a preferableﬂPlace to stay than a hoardxng house.'
I# thitg atudy couldimakﬁ only one recqmmendatron, rt would::
1.A5e,q :ecommendatipn that no student stay\rn a- hoard;ng

house tor fiis cm hen ﬁu‘st xear at unxversa.ty. o

am
‘
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":fpotentlal for becomlng 1nvolved In the social- anduacademlc

‘3. ﬁesidence.

Resadence (bn—campus~housing! students had a greater

o

aspects- of universxty than ezther St. John's freshmen or-

‘those staying off—campus. The close prOlelty to other

L .
students provrded ready access. to an exchange of 1deas

/
. about couree work, Even for students who dld not know
‘anyone Ln St. John‘s, nesxdence prOV1ded numerous oppor-_

: tunltles for establLshlng new frlendshlps. These lncluded

4

talklng dVer coffee, varlety shows, dances, sports ‘and .

llfe under these c1rcumstances.

'ispecial progects £or the Wlnter Carnlval. Only the ex-i'

ceptlonally smy stddent cculd avoxd an adequate soc1al

e oo

”

rn fact, the common complarnt of students dlssatls-'

fied w1th.res;dence Llylng was one of excessive extra—

h currrcular actrv1t1es. These students felt that too. much

pressure was placed on. them to participate in reszdence

affalrs. They elther d1d not enjoy these types of actl—

”;vmtles or felt that full participatlon 1nterfered w1th |
:v';study; They . usually studled in the llbrary rather than
'the residence, and planned to’ live off-campus in an -
K apartment during thelr remaxnlng years at Memorlal

A ﬂeu-introverted xreshmen did not adjust well to

, ree:’:dence cm unlveneu:txv Bx a few cases (not in- ",t,he

" or sﬁster*s-problems wmth.adjusting.

'aampleL siﬁlings.expressed concern oyer thelr hrotherls_

W
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5 . S - 132 .
. She keeps.cdmipgztd ne Sayinﬁ‘hcw-lone;y ‘

she Is.. I can understand; she doesn't . - . )
_make frlends~ea3Llr sQ I guess residence - . .0
s a bit:much. ‘But she can't come td stay ‘
" wilth us,. What good would it do her to live

V- - with a hunch. of guys? I~ figure if she - * . .

\ 1asts ti11 Chr;stmass she'll be settled in.- C

-,

\ by a&v;sed sharon to stay in reSLdence.... .
. '\ shets in the same one T was in, 'It's taklng
T~her a little time to adjust. A few times
"Xye-‘gone ip there ‘to take her out. Usually:

‘she goes home whenever she gets the chancé.
" but this weekend she turned down a ride in

order to go to-a dance, so that's a good - - BTN

gign.,.I'didn*t -want her to stay in-an
. apartment for her fifst year. because she -
wouldn't ‘he involyed with-all the activities.
and I definitely didn't want her to stay in a
“boarding house...If she had, well, she! 'S kind
.Sl of shy...L thlnkishe'd be home by now.’ BT

U

In hoth cases clted the freshman was female. Both'

had come from small communltles and both had had dlffzculty

| maklng frlends in hlgh.school Thelr whole unlver51ty ex—~~

perlence (classes, 8T.. John's,_resxdence) was tye complete
opposxte of thelr hlgh.school years. For such students, the

transxtxon from hlgh school to unlver31ty mlght have been

' easler lf they could have llved at.home durlng thelr fresh—]

man year. However, consxdeplng this was not p0551b1e, resx—.3
\
dence was~st111 the hest optlon open to them.‘ At least,,it

gave them the Qppqrtunity to meet neW'people so that even~

" tually*they~m;ght ﬁeel nmre.cqmﬂortéble about belng away

« B

ziem hqme.j'qﬂ all the.simtlar atudenta interv;ewed who R
stayed in hﬂanding hquses, not ane lea:ned to be completely ‘

-at ease.with,the unﬂvexs;ty communxtx or the urban env1ronmentﬁ-

of st. John‘s. ?unther, because they-met feW‘people

!
[
\
\

‘Egi‘&\m_ﬁ.;é‘a—.t‘*&w——j—. S s

EIRRIE XS W

Tt

- "M.nu—-u’hnL\"l LR R L S w1

b it e At s s a es

~ie

07 Yl oV M




L llfe. All the re51denoe-ma1es lnterviewed found the ]

‘ versity in meetmg J.ndlvidual student's needs should be L

.personal fallure on thelr part

. 133

T

L soc;ally, they seldom came to reallze that the lonell-

ness - they experﬁenced waa:normal and not a. s;gn of

’

S ’ ' '
Unfortunatelyy there are no data avarlable on‘éhe

c

~adjustment of verx~1ntroverted‘male freshmen to re31dence

L

«aoclal aspect of unlyersrty to be a pOSltlve experlence.‘
ZIt may be that resmdence leLng more effectlvely helped

1ntroverted malea to adjust than it did female counterparts,

or that ma.les were mtJJnLda.ted hy a female 1nterv1ewer. .

"waever, males who llved at home or in boardlng houses

L did speak qurte readrly about soc1al dlfflcultles they

were experlencrng. Insuff;cxent data on this issue make i

‘any conclusron somewhat tenuous. The function of the uni-;:;

~_‘exam1ned more systematrcally. Perhaps the problems en-

1ifto adjust to unhyerattr. Becauae of tne lapge numher of-,

. ‘entermg.

\countered by outport students who feel i1l at ease in.

J

'univerSLty could effectxvely be dealt w1th by some program .

f”oriented for them. 'On the other hand, one mlght well argue‘

:that not all‘matrlculants are ready for un1vers;ty. Per-"

4

haps unlvenSLty‘mlght have been a more rewardlng experlence

for these students lf they had walted a year or so before

’,

x\j‘ltvtng nad Eeen a anttﬁye expep;ence ‘and bad helped them

o e

,students living on campusn residence students hadil greater*

Among mqat reaidence £re$hmen lﬂtEIVleHEd, re51dence.

O

[P
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g choos;ng the;x #:Lﬁnda,‘” Freshmen were influenced by

fﬁ\fr;ends usually only to the extent that the values fos«“f

'could draw potentxal frlendshlps, resxdence students were
A

]Ln a better posrtlon than off-campus students to establlsh

the balance between studymng and soc1a1121ng whlch best

,.met thelr 1nd1v1dua1 needs. For some it meant maklng frlends
"someone who llked hav1ng a good tlme. .

‘ 1effort, as was lndxcated hy a student ‘from a larger communlty.;

.Ih:: _f TE %thieniuht“‘ --"*f}f':’tﬂ : f:"n J.f'l34‘

. ..opportunlty than fo“"ampus Etudenta tQ be ﬂelectlve Ln e

tered by them COLDCLded.Wlth.tHElr own.z- The re31dence o

students had the th;gh of chnosxng frlends w1th 31milar .

* yalues rather than-merely accommodatlng themselves tOn-f f o

B

Because.of the varlety of people from whlch they j ,,{

the‘mOSt acceSSthe peer groups.

v

W1th students who worked hard for others it meant flndlng

Choosing the rlght frlend often 1nvolved a consclous

Most of my frlends from home.. are ‘in here.
Some of them are in residence so we used
to hang around together first when I"came

" here,..T don't any more because. they've

’ changed They think they're somethlng, . .
theytre always: ‘putting on airs...Now I | o

-~ gpend most of my spare time with ‘the girl -
"* ’ acraess the ball. I guess I sort of look:

"up to her, T admire how she can work and. -

have a good time too. She's in second

: .l

Tn 1971, Memorlal gnovtded on campus housing accommodation
for approxlmately fifteen hundred students, that 1s, about - N
15 pex cent af the tqtal enrolment. ; - S T

; L ‘ , :
2Responses te questions abaut Lnfluence of others on study

. -and social actiyities: contained in the questionnaire sent to -
"applicants, 'indicated that parents had the most influence,

whileé teachers were an important influence over study. Friendé

. sel om had as much influence as parents. (Appendix B,

-pp.| 187-189, Nos. 3-10). © - ST
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' ce'ntage“point's above the rru“.ninnum'requirement- ) Sin'ce\thei i

' year Educat:..on. she' works a lot hecaude
. ghe wants to get ghead., "When she's not .
- witth, her bayfriend she'ts studyingi - e

.guess she's :mf,luenced ne the most sin.ce
' 'I‘ve been here.’ ,

':"Tﬁis.student‘s Grade XTI average was only two per—'77”

P

,"grade average of most . students dropped approxlmately ten

L pex'centange pornts :Erom hlgh school to un:wersxty it would‘

IS

’;have been expected that this student would have had dlffl- L

. 'culty passmng the courses rn unlver31ty. There Was, -

\thowever, a sllght improvement 1n her grades. During the_

enterlng unlver,slty she flltered through alL the people she.‘

met in res:.dence and chose as-a frlendia student whose am-

B

‘bltlons were simrlar to ‘her own, -

2

.'J.nterVLew she expressed a dtrong desue to succeed. , ‘Upon '

- o
/

On the cher hand, some resldence students dropped

o

old frlend% becauee they studled too much, and hegan .

assoclat:.ng wrth students who seldom went to classes, but -
: spent the:.r tJ.me llplayJ.ng cards and dhnkmg beer' . These

' 8tudents were eJ.ther exper:.encmg personal problems or had

heen attracted to un:.vers:Lty by u:s social rather than :
a.cademm potentlal. :

Generally\, stu&enta azn ;:'es:.dence had more control o

ofvez' their ad;uetment ta the untversity commum.ty than Off- -

Ca;n)pus etudents.l The uae towhicn this control uas put -

de.pended on ‘the mdq.vidual student. S L
Eemales in nesidenoe had a lowerfﬂg;lure rate than ‘

those :m boardmg houses Crable 25, p.llz ). -In terms bf, |

maintainmg one‘s: Grade XI average, resrdence females dld

o 1as




a4

| . average from h;gh school to unlversity than any other

:'J-A'. | {

LN

we c136 -

only allghtly better, progortlonally, than hoard;ng fe-‘ s

malee Cl‘able 27, P 1281. : Howeyer, - among\e}ll £emale .
freshmen, those.rn*st. John's were the most’ llkely,A-

/not only to pass, But as well, to\malntaln their Grade

e XI average (Tables 25'and 271 For Homen, lxvxng at

'home whlle attendlng Memorral provxded a contlnuous en—zu

- v;ronment from hlgh school w1th,few~negat1Ve effecte on

-their academrc standlng.' Resrdence lxvrng seemed to;help ‘ ‘;’féf

.allevmate extreme academrc adjustment dlfflcultles e

- perienced by those in boardlng houses. E

The same can- not be sald for males. St.'John' T e

»uwles had the highest £arlure rate, yet almost as many of

them maintarned therr academlc average from hrgh school '

as dld boardlng males CTables 24 and 27) Taklng 1nto ﬂ

account the small sample srzef lt appears that- male fresh— S ,}'f

. nwn 1n res;dence dld less-well academlcally than all other

/
~£re3hmen More: of them experlenced a decrease ln grade

group.

These dlffferences 1n academic etahlllty among males

‘hy place of resxdence were not statrstxcally sxgnrfrcant.'

I fact, the ranking of hoardlng males contradlcts the flnd-

ing by. Smallwood (1371[,_ cOmments of male freshmen lndlcated

someof the problems they had - experlenced.related to- place
o

oﬂ ree;dence, hut the quantxtative data were rnsufficient to
rtndicaﬁe the prevalence og trends conclnsively.; |

Por at least aqme;malea in resldence, the decllne in

o

V
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' houses’ of Paton College. (Sharp 1974. 5 24). It may be

'thelr trme.

. balance betueen sqc;al ‘and academrc actxvit;es.

R -f:' K o 137

: , . o :
B average was, due to an rncrease in'sooialiactiyity. oI

" has alreadr-heen stated that males tended ‘to feel a neea o

ta- assert thelr independence. The opportunlty to do - so

was avarlable through.resrdence 11v1ng.‘ The temptatlon

‘to partxc;pate.ln a lot of the avaxlable extra—currlcular

actrv1t1es tended to overpower the academlc demands on
7 ’_‘

Prom the stand«pOLnt of academlc achlevement, 1t

’jwould seem that males would do well to stay in. boarding

houses, and females to- stay Ln re31dence. However, based

‘on the more qualltatlve data collected related to overall

- \ ’

'-dadjustment, such.a conclu51bn would be very mlsleadlng.

. It seems more 1Lkely that,males who overreact to

'Afreedom need a more balanced env1ronment in wh1ch to direct

their energles. Boardlng houses segregate them,- but re-.

vsidence apparently glves them more freedom than they can
respon31bly handle.- In 1967 68 Bowater House ( a reSLdence .

'house inJPaton Collegel was fxlled with flrst year male

i\

.’students only. Thelr unlvers;ty marks were sign1f1cantly~“

"better than those of male students 1n other re51dence

vthat these'maleS“diﬂ hetter academlcally because they d1d,]1
,not haye ta compete aQCLally ulth.older male students.

».Lﬁvtng uith_a 9xoup the;x own. agey - they\could establxsh a

’

The studenta-who enter Memorlal for the f;ret tlme ‘

"are-mostly sixteen opsaeventeenlyears old. As.adolescents

- . R e s
Y . . “- [P
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' *they experlence the growing palns' of phyeical and emo-}

tional maturatlon and must make major dec1sxons about thelr‘

3

.futures. ?Thelr academlc careers are but a par% of thls R

’
rl >

process . 'f’ As such i 1t should be a’reinforclmj experience

. ¥
and not%a trial whlch 1mpedes personal growth. When these

‘adolescents enter unlverslty ‘they: should meet an academlc

')l

challenge as well as an opportunlty to express thelr tn— T

',d1v1dua1hty, to dlscover the extent of thelr se1£~dlsc1p11ne‘

-

: and sense of respon31b111ty.' Resldence 11V1ng offers theu‘

C most balanced environment 1n whlch thls is. 90551ble. No'

'~atudent wants to fall hls courses, but as was indleated

’j.turned later, the whole experlence taught hlm a lot about

. tors such as academlc readlness"

”f” Personal relatlonshlps affected the students' academic i’

"success,social adjustment, and satisfactlon with the

. . PR
. [ - - e L - . . . v o .-
. ' 2? : Y et ~ ) ! c ' [N
- . O, ‘-

-wide range of experlences Whlch operate”to broaden the

o . v .

_w1th St. John's male who faxled hls flrst year and re— '

’

‘himself, hls prlorltles and what he must do to atta;n his
Y e

goals. Most boardlng houses impede thls process because~

'they can not provxde ready access to a peer group or to a

"~N‘fstudents' perceptlon of themselves and the soclety'zn '

,which they llve.4, 9 ‘; L
o ﬁ‘ Co

" E. Satisfaction with the Undversity‘xxperience"

" Overall adjustment to unlversity was contlngent on
o . }
the success of personal relatlonsh

'university experlence.u.,” ‘-.‘” RIS ~',f”;¢

S
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d place of resldence. L

g

" as well as- other fac-'f"

St g O
v .-




i

' ¢
The 1mportance of the peer group to the freshmen has

0

“been mentloned throughout., They valued the adv1ce and oplnlons

T &

: of classmates W1th regard to course work oreparlng a551gn—'

P

L

',ments, and deallng w1th lnstructors.

: |
of an a551gnment that lS due. Someone w1lf‘ment10n he d1d

other references to bepuseless.f The student d01ng the

’u ) ) < : ) —

\

;.‘most of them) reported study;ng less in. unlversity, they

probably‘spent more tlme discu551ng school WQrk 1n unlver51ty

L

7 than they had in hlgh school, but d1d not def;ne 1t as “i'""

"study.. A favourlte pastlme of students was spendlng tlme

¢

between classes 1n cne" of the cafeterlas talklng to 3

1

classmates. Whlle such soc1a1121ng often took’away.from .'le
study tlme, it was: often a d1rect beneflt to student s B

academlc standlng.' Thls was not always recognlzed by them.»}{
For example, often when several students are 51tt1ng at a» :;

table 1n a cafeterla,,one of them will brlng up the subject'

S

the course" last year,.used thls or that book and found

o
asslgnment mlght then express gullt about havxng been 1n the :

8,
- - ‘s,

tlme"has sq&ed hlm seyeral hours of llbrary research.’
Frlends were 1mportant, not oniy 1n ass;st;ng;@;th

course wogg but for companlonshlp and a release from

« .
. 1
¢ ‘. -
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Although many students (and accordlng to Hedegard 97ﬂ

cafeterla 1nstead of the llbrazy, when 1n fact, the 'wasted N I
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P academ:Lc de.mands.-,,

T2 »mati'uctore A 9 :? S

s students. '

.21

: : ‘ ) " - ) \ “a
As. has been s.tated lack. qg frrenda

J':ntensa.,fi:ed the acadergrc pnes:sures placed on £reshmen.

T

» ',t
Aot

R,ela,tionshq‘:s hetmeen students and 1nstructors depended o

on each of their ;tndi:vrdual personal:.t:.es, the size of the "

'f'-class, and the background 9;E the students.

‘Moat freshmen dld not feel comfortable ask:.ng quest:.ons '

: -1n 1arge classes. _ Whether the student approached the‘en— .

: structor after class depended on the characterlstlcs of each '
.person and wheth.er the mstructor made h_uuself avaJ.lable to .

Most freshmen, however, reported t;1at their f:l.rst,,

o -

' “,recourse was. usually to consult a classmate about a: problem

oI

a

' '..before approachlng the 1nstructor. - :i: L e I -

/
There lLS a,nother element to mstructor/student rela-

. tJ.onshJ.“ps which. J.n some ways J.s pecul:.ar toethe Newfoundland

,s:.tuatron. Students from outports are often referred to, J.n '

rather .derogatory terms as 'baymen' and are dlstlngulshable

- occas:.onally by the:.r dress but most often by the:.r dJ.stJ.nc-' '

' tt‘ve dJ.alects.~ Many of- th.e outport freshmen lntervn.ewed 1

4

were embarassed a.hout thelr speech a,nd° felt somewhat 1nferlor.

"'Thi:s /i.nfermrLtr cqmplex vra,s herghtened by some ;Lnstructors oo

1 - s

. as we_ll as. ‘to\m;\e\ atudents.-" S S

[

Most af the £acu1tg at Memom.al are not ,f;rom '

" [y

§t. Jaﬁn‘s nesizdents a,re the.n referred to as’ 'tewn:.eé‘
a countenpa.rt of ‘hquen‘ L

ol
R

o
°
x
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Newﬂoundland. In ma.nr deparhnents most of then) a,re. not‘ -
Canadra.ns. Ma.ny- fresim;en ;Eelt 11 at ease w:.th. instructors

not only because/‘th.ey knovt so much more than I do" but

a,lso because "they"re, outsiders®.. -The w‘r‘w‘le issue of

Canadian* faculty mernhenstll Canadlan un'lvers:Lt:.es is ¢er— ’

\\ tainly beyond the scope of tlu.s study. . However the issue

: 19 t° be resqlved, it was e’Vldent that the. prevalence of o

foreign faculty memberq J‘_ntlmldated many freshmen, es—

pec:.ally those from outports. One Newfoundland lnstructor

told me th.at the two Newfoundland 1nstructo£s in hlS de-
Partmegt who taugh; fl.rst year ‘courses, had to cons:.der
turm.ng away students who wanted to transfer from other '

./ - o '\_

sect:.ons o

—

,to the:;.r perce.:.ved access to each ;.nstructor.

had attended large hJ.gh schools. uSually/had had llttle con—

tact m.th theJ.r teachers after class- ,
: -/ ’
.Hecame:.natQOQ,leftat940andwe‘. o
-didn't see him until the next morning.. e
By the time we got. out of school in the, =~

aftérnoon he'd be leaving too. Itwas
.the sa:me with all the teachers in Grade X1 .

Most fa.culty memhers at- Memor;.al have of‘f:.ce hours_ dunng
wh:,ch students can see them on an mleJ,dual baSlS.'

her ot St. J'ohn\‘s ,ﬁreshmen state.d that they had never had

T, the oppqntum:tg tQ consult teachers ™ high school tQ the

sen)e. extent as was pqssthle a,t Memom\ala

\,

Students t::om smnll schools in outports had been ac—' .
' ,customed to seeﬁxg the:':r te.a,chers regularly after school.

The size of the home commum.ty of freshmen was related

oo

‘t

Students who o

A num- L
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"3.‘,.1:nf;luence' o,f,_ Mothers . o

142

P

-
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D\ many cases, these teachers vlere frlends as well aa

3 J':nstructor-s.’ They had often heen the studenta‘ wain

source of Jmformatmn about what to- expect a,t un:.versrty L
Offl.ce hours could th replace tfus personal rapport be—'
twee.n st‘udent and teacher. ‘The lack of thls relatlonshlp
vas oftrgx the source qﬁ outport students‘ he31tancy about ; .
approaching .Lnstructors when they ca:me to un:wers:.ty.-
_ - ﬁ \ S
‘ Dur:tng the J.ntervﬁe\nng an. J.nterestlng pattern L/
emerged concerm.ng the :Lnfluence of parents on”the fresh- '/',

men.' After the f.'LI.'S,t f,'ew :Lnterv:.ews were completed I

‘noticed that students generally respbnded to questrons about

thelr parents by talk:.nfg about’ the:n.r mothers. For the next
few 1nterv1_ews I delJ.herately avo:.ded mentlonxng mothers.

Mothers and fathers were always referred to as parent or .

parents. -The- purpose of thlS was to establlsh whether thls S

would dunrnish the. cont:n.nued reference to mothers. It d:.d

not. _ .- -

A

e ‘tlhen the. quesd:Lon was asked- ‘ What dJ.d your parents

th:.:nk of your Chrretauas mark_s?, ‘the student was l:.kely to g ;"

hegm the reply m‘th "EIell she sa:.d ...". ‘ Refualng to ack-‘ _
novrledge tha.t the student kzaa elimina.tz.ng hia or her father; e
from the responaer T cont:.nued vtrth.. ’ “Hmt do your parents

expect X‘Qu tQ do thls term? - In several cases. the renlies_j’ '

m.th"Sﬁethinka . B : 7o

'began . . A
\ -

. When it be.came clea;‘:l that sqme students were rnter-— '
preting parenta.l m,f;luence a.s maternal influence, they were~

. "/

sy - ., ' ' ' I
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- 4, Parents/St'udeht Rei_l.ationship

RN

‘ ; as'ked vthy they perce:,ved theLr mothex:s‘ m;f,’luence a.& the
. more salrent and uhat was t;he nature of the mﬁluence of
- the:.r fath.ers.‘ The common f:eply wa,s tha.t both parents in- B

- Ilue.nced them I:lowever :Lt was the mother who talked with .

the student most about the f'uture and how l.t should be

s

dealt w:Ltﬁ. Students sawmuch. more of theJ.r mothers than

- .the:.r fathers and tended to J.nterpret the opmlon of the"”

k. other as includi:ng that of the father. ,

: Thi‘s pattern rs a product of . the trad:.tlonal famlly
% iy PR
pattern in Newfoundland Because many men -aré away from

home for long per:l.ods at a time, the mother has emerged as 4

the central flgure in the home.' Whereas prevmusly, fathers

spent months at sea or at logga.ng ca:mps, they now go to

o

Labrador or some J.ndustrral town to- fJ.nd work. 'J,‘he loggers

‘ and f:.sh.e.men have become part-tlme J.ndustrlaxl workers but
,are stJ.ll away .t'rom home for long perlods of tlme, leavmg ‘

.-the mother to. ra:.se the fanu.ly.' While this is not the case,.

P

tred households l{ps left'its ‘mark. o
L

" in all parts of the prov:.nce, the centuries of female cen~

-

L

, | The more parents resxated the student 8 deszre for ' '4 b
independence., tfle. grea.ter were the chances of the student

'rehelltng. ~ ‘Most. panente, hnwever, ,were awa.re of the chang-"

-tng nole Qof thei:,t; chdnen and. we;:'e tolerant of new J.deas
“‘qnd atti:tudes. Co T T,

Sbme studenta uho, pritor to attendmg um.vermty, had -

J U FUUUN NUUNPUR ..‘...._/._T,_‘_,__,r .
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yeaf._' This was illustra.ted by one students* descrlptlon

'
) -
&

AR S .' LT ’1,'4'4. :
Coa Wy ' 7 o ’ K
a posatlve relatmnslu@ mth parents, reported that the B

fanu.ly re}._vlonslu\p ha,d mproved durl.ng the:tr ,freshman

3

- ‘;o:l' “hex- relatlonshi,p w:l:tIL her- patents and youpger brother.:

!ihen r went -home for md-term and Chrlsunas B AN
T -noticed a change. T think they thought I : iy R
. 'Was more grown up naw that I'm in wiversity. . - :
. My parents accept what I say more...like ~
" they didn't want me. to stay in residence. T
convinced them to let me try it for a term.
" Well, at Christmas we talked about it and I .
. said if L can .survive there for four months -
and get good grades,. then there's no reason
<uhy I cantt go back there. They accepted it.
Xtts like they trust my judgement. And my
_ Brother, he's 16, well, he talks to me now. -
v 7. I was really. surpr:.sed ‘It's great.- Before, -
¢ '/ we never -uged to have anythlng to do with -
each other, ITt's as’ if we had nothing in -
~ common. But over Christmas he started to tell
me atuff. r feel really good about that. :

MR

orris (19641 found that already established po(tn.ve :

. relatJ.ons!u.ps between student and parents tended to 1mprove

on_ce.the.stude/nt”attended universlty. He found educatlon

levei of ‘parent,é'wa's not- neceseaj::ily, . a factor in this proce‘s"e. "

'J.‘he students da.d not, I think, g‘enerally look

' to their parents for intellectual companionship,
so that they -did not necessarily feel . that their
education had cieated a barrier between them, if :
they could communicate the experience. -Half of -
. then said the’ relatlonshlp had. not been affected, - =~
hut the moxe. they could d:.scuss the more likely .
they werxe 'ta fee{\ that coming to university or

. cellege bad Brought them closer to the:.r parents
' ,(}lonxt 11&4- 144) . . ‘

| 'J.‘he\,i‘mpxoved J:'appoz:t hetueen a-tudent and paxent was e
usually unexpected hy the student. 'l'hey had expected .
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""opposrt:.on to the- -nex se.nse. of indepe.ndence-” rathen than

\ the academ;Lc standards they‘ had set for themeelves were .'

e

the poe.tta?ye reinforcement they rece:.ved

' 5.. Famrly/Student - Aca.de.mic Expectat:.ons

Most etudents t(e.re. alao surpr:.sed to discover that

-'us'ually more demandmg than those expected by parents. )

. 'Tfli‘.s was partrcula,rly ev;dent among students whose parents

c

.had lrttle formal educa.tmn. " R "

: As a result of putt:.ng a mnnber of chJ.ldren throuqh

: ‘T,Ielementary and ee.condary achool most parents understood the , :

. ‘connotatlons of the grad:.ng used in the schools. 'l‘hey also
‘r_knew about the academ:tc progress of children in the ne:.gh-
horhood They knew that an average of 80 pér cent meant

 the student was do;Lng well and should work for a scholarshlp.

Si‘.m.larly they. knew tha.t an a.verage of 60 per cent meant

' the student was passa..ng but not domg very well, a decrease -
. of a couple of marks would prevent hJ:m from belng accepted

o by the unrvers:.ty., Dependmg on where along the grad:.ng

ecale the student‘s marks fell his’ parents elther preseured
him to work harder or rewarded him for doing Well

‘ b
Universrty was a,nother n)atter. - The parente‘ informa-

t:l‘.on ahout unJ’ZverSLty v(aa secondnha.nd a.nd often confus:.ng.,.

Suhjects hecame ccunse.e, _hmnewtopk hecame a.ss:ﬁgnmenta, and

- lettews hecme Jym';e i;ppqptant than p?rcent;.le 9r'adee. .
- mterea,a a 75 - pex.v cent had a dej:.nite mennhxg in’ “high school,

fte vrorth mz.nnz':verarty} WA ~loetga.mong‘ credits -and po:.nts.,

o
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cess, They tended tQ he' 48 sqtts.i;;ed mtth a\ 60 aa uﬁ:h_

_..I.g 75 ger cent averaga.

"'They were d:’:sa.ppointe.d when tﬁe:Lr grades dropped and dreaded

. as "Don t worry ahout it. We th_mk you d1d well.. .dan t .
o ned to guxlt. .- 'I‘hey knevr tha,t then: parents aid not under- f

K ”wonder whether they were talging advantage of them. Such an

'e.xpenence generally brought the student closer to has/her

v’ L -

t

These pa.:ente cagge. tq acce.gt pa,as:.ng a.e the s;@gn. o£ suc—

Most ﬁresh:men were not prepared for th.ls rea.ct:.on._ :

' ‘the remarks they. expected £rom parents- about wast:.ng money

1and not work.mg enqugh. WTLEn they were met by. comments such
' :e.xpect too much I.‘t:‘s only your flrst year the dread tur- ,

stand the grad:mg system used 1n unlversn:y and began to:

\

famxly. o co T '.ue" ST

-

Chnstmas m a,verage vas about 20 per. cent B A
lower than last year. I didn't study as =~ L s
‘much as X should have, I mean.I know I . - S
. /could have done better even. though I paésed TR I
‘ ,a.ll the same. o I Yo I
vl were all. exthed about me commg to : T

‘university.  You wouldn‘t krow but Mom and’
‘'Dad were comning too.  They saved all last
“year so- k'd have enough pocket money. And
.last year, whenevexr I was studying-Mom: mdde -
gure the other kids were quiet. '
o e oL dreaded te.llmg them. my marks, I felt
13ke such a heel, ' .,.,They got really excited -
‘because I gassed. - & told them I was sorry
for not dolng bettex, ' guess L just got
carrled away, what with all the other stuff
going on.and E'd spent all’ the money,
- ._tt%gns 1ike &t didn‘t matter,. Man Sﬂ-'kd, ' C T
" %DM and" T. underetand. youtve got tp get - A
. aut Tttsa ha:g change? . And then Dad said not '
. to worrcy about
~-put asgidei., That sounds foolish doésn't it, |

* . but you knovt, Lt meant a_lot, Sometmes L

!

#..4 , . R g .

A

o s by

he muney, they had a little o /
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. L' . Tlus s;tuatLOn dJ.d ‘not always have a negat:.ve effect

; .'.f" of the:.r SJ.hlmgsv |

la7

. uaed to th.mk they wvere. pushlng me but now
... T know they just want me to be. happy and
" make aut OKay... o

‘ Tha *melat:.onsh;p het\teen parent and student could
1‘ alsc: affect negatrvaly the student‘s satlsfactlon wa.th
' /-

i uni«rersmy. As drscussed earl:.er ‘this was more- Likely 7

“to occur among St. John‘s students whose values dJ.ffered
from “those of thelr Parents. ' B

' Students whose s:.hlmgs had attended un:.vers:.ty were o
of,’ten under greatex pressure to succeed then those who s

were the fz.rst in the family to attend un:.vers:.ty.- ThJ.s" Lo

. o l .
~wa.xs* partrcularly true .‘Lf the sibl:mgs had done well and the

freshman was gett:.ng p&br grades. o Lo .' +

L ‘on fanuly relatlonshlps but it d1d tend to dlmnlsh the
student'e enthus.Lasm toward un.wers;x.ty. -Some resented belng

constantly compared mth older brothers and s1sters, ,others
:Eelt inadequate compared w:.th. theu' more successful szbllngs.

N ' The freshmen who drd as well or better than srbln.ngs
who had attended unwersrty were generally well adjusted to
the umvers:.ty communxty. Malxy of the d:.ff:.cult:l.es they ‘
,encountered were easrl;r overcmne by dram.ng on the exper:.ences |
The £reshmen uha drd 1ess thain sierngs o |

_ were bettex able tq cope with uni’versity if fanily members

da‘:d not judge thei;n auccesa by that oﬁ thew a;bl:mgs. -




' ,_greetnents mth pa,rents over t:une spent studying and

"-  satiafaction w:tth. unive;'sz.ty.

P Cotuaien

The fu’st year at um?ve.rs:.ty was a rewarda.:ng ex- .

perﬁence for most studente. . They ha.d some. adjustment

. _.'dl.ffz.cultles but 1:n retrospect thought of them as- nor- U

",:mal problems whlch had tq he expected

The 'majonty\ of the freshcmen dJ.d less well acade—

a m}cally than they had J.n I'u.gh school. Th;Ls was due to

L sity, ,hy the stress pla.ced on them by the translt:.on to a’

ne\r env:.romnent, a.nd ma.y have a.lso been due to a differ—

ence in the academ:l.c standards of Newfoundland h.:l.gh

-

schools and- MemorLal Un::vers:.ty.

r

" 8t. John's students encountered the least number

'I'of adjustment problems. ,‘For most o:E them the acadenu.c ‘
7and accia.l envuonment of, Memorial was a, continuatlon

L of h:l.gh school For a few, particularly males, disa—

' engaglng in soc:.al actmv:.ties* caused conflx.cts which '.T .

nega.t:wely affected the students' acadenu.c stand:.ng and

&

/

Presfm;en in hoaxd:.ng housee part:tc:.pated 11tt1e in

‘e.xtra.-cux;'m\culdr actﬁvttiee. Por smne, thJ.a la.ck of )
-lpart:\ctpation a.llowed therg to devote nore t:uue td study

 PoR ethexs, it nee:ulted in 1Qneltneaa~ qnd de.pxe.ssion wluch
" ha.d a negative eg,fect on thea.n aca,demc standj.ng.

Presfmen who 11‘.ved on campue were the -Jnost 1nvolved

¥

, on ) . R
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-a lack of preparatz.on for the academ:l.c demands of unlver- ;

.
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in the -u'nbﬁrersity comunity. _ Altfmi'x’gh. an ebundanée o‘f -

‘aasert:l.ngf independence. ' They were sat:.sfied with the.l.r

' e.xtrarcurncular a.cti/v.l,tl.ee detracted fr:cm) time spent

study‘z.ng for same af them, J’:n terms of overall a.ea.denu,c -

-and aoc:.a.l adjustn)&nt the res.xdence students were the .

-lmost successful group.

Preshmen wevre cqncernea a.bout thexr studles, -their

' persona,l lives and the:;.:c pare.nts. ’l‘hey worried about .

thelr. ability to meet tﬁe academlc demands of un;,vers:.ty

' - and looked to fnends for reassurance.u

149

Overall adjustment ‘can not be measured in terms of :;

gcadem.c success a.lone. ' while the' 'stixd'ente wanted to do

‘well academxcally, they‘ also- saw unlversity as a means of

freshman year when there was a balanCe between academc
‘achievement -and socLal mtegra.tmn 1nto the university

g comu:un:.ty. /f'_ '

There was, some inconsxstency between ‘the quantlta- |

tive data collected on: students‘ grades and the qualltative
‘data collected through J:nterviews on the students J inter- '
'. pretat:.on of these grades. .The ’Eerviews J.ndica.te that

¥ bothmﬁa.les a.nd fmna.lea werxe goxe. sat:.sf:.ed w}th university
o\ 1£. they atayed in residence. tb.a.n i a hoard:.ng house. .

: «Ha.le&, hm(ever, aid hette.n nca.detyicallr if they stayed in

hoardtng housges, a.lthough othe:n atud;.es done on Memor:.al
:Eneahggen contqu:.ct tMs ﬁ:‘axdmg. 'I'I'd.s atudy‘a ,F,:.ndmg

S

- wag baged on’ nelattvelx small mmhens per cell. and for ‘
males the differences uere not statistica.lly mgm.,t‘icant.

o s ?}{'t !
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- St. John 5. female freshmen had a lower fallure rate

* than other female freshmen, more of them malntalned
thelr grade average from “high school, and on the whole,
théj’r h_.adefew’ a‘d"justmeht -brobleme. -.The;e‘, is. a need,
: homever, to' ’ihveet;igate ‘in ‘greater detail the relationsl\ip ' !
between academlc achlevement and adjustment in order |
'to determme the pe-x:va51veness of the relatlonshlps

L dlscussed A representatlve sample of males and females o

by each place of re51dence .could .be analyzed in terms

of the- range»of grade average decreases compared w1th

i -
spec:.f:.c adjust'ment factors and measures of sat:.sfact‘lon 4

w1th( .unl.versn.ty _ll'fe’,.l'» B

11 attempted to cxoss-tabulate soc:.al class and communltyﬁ ' “,’
size with patterns of res:.dence and acddemic achievement. '
There did not appear to.be any outstanding differences

- between groups. However, .such’ a detailed breakdown often

resulted in the number per cell for each sub-group being -
too small to make any interpretation 'meaningful. K machy .

larger total sample would have permitted an analysxs R e
“of the extent to which these factors 1nterre1ated m
’affectlng academic and social adjustment.

C .
.n

v ..




. »
T B T A e g me
TR g

i e T A0r] T v
- s

) ."of othersy R ,1' 4'_ “"'.’

" k _ a.lternat:.ves. .

A‘; LT -~ - -
1 : '.: - \ '.
DAA N N . . N . -' . . N " .
| .. CHAPTER IV

ot v v

CONCLUSTON © . > .

A 'I'ntro@uction_"- b.

= In using the tezzm 'access' to universlty ’ there ds T

' a da.nger that on‘,‘e \n.ll asaume that 'access' ls intrlnexx

' .,cally des:.rable, that a,ll Newfoundlanders should be able!

N cess to one form o educatu:vn should not be at the expens

4

Not everyone wants to. go to unlvermty., It dfférs‘

,aV\l\J.m:.ted numher of career opta.ons, which serve the needs

.vsomewhere else, attend Memor.tal b__,ause of a lack of

»

. The: data. pxeaented J.n thm study indlcate some of

- the facto:na which /detemma uﬂo attends Memor;.al, a,nd how
wera.ll sncinl ‘and acade:w: adjusment to the. um‘.verstty
"‘.'iicmunttrmeﬁected- SRR B :

since ttxe. adjustment Pxoce.ss reallx starts at the

' »‘n:l:gﬂ. ach‘ool 1avel, b hu.ll conclude th.is* study« mth scme

. :,'comnentsr npon Hmr secqndq::'g\ educatiqn :ux Newfoundla.nd

-~

e to attend university L theY want to. But Pr""”di“g a""-:b

ﬂ\ .

e .

) of only a. segment o£ the population. It seems however,
that not all. thoge who want to attend Memonal Univers:.ty o

: can gain access to it; a.nd some, who would be- better off o

R R .
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a.nd then 'make. some suggeat:’:ons- about hmr the. adjustment :

'proceas for Memenal atude.nte could be eased

functLons" CL). ta proVLde aca.dem:.c tramlng comparable '
- £n guality to othar parts of tha country and (2) - to prt.a-_.,
.Pa.re students for. the work-world._ S e

‘ could ﬁe better’ cowrdma,ted uth poatﬁsecondaxy educatxon,

Y

B Seégéxi;daix:x.Schpélsl- T S,

‘ . i ) ) ) ,'A o N :. ‘, V:".‘~
Secondary schnqls should serve at least two' main .

.\\ PR - -

The f:.rst tunct:.on depends partly on the quality of

o e
N edncat:ton in the elementary schools,' and is easent:.ally a

continuatmn of J.t ‘ At the aecondary school level 1nd1.v.1.- ",, '

I

dual J.nterests and capabxhtz.es are more noticeably diver- :

- gent.. Tfus J.s not to say that :.nd:.v:.dual d:.fferences do IR

o
7 not ex:.st in the lowex grades; rather the academ:.c requa.x(

. mentg are more dlst:mctly defmed at the elementary school

-

SR

level. Talu.ng mto conslderatxon cultural and individual -‘-f o .,-
- ? - ’ . .

d:.fferences, one of the pnnc:l.pal objectwes of the elemen- )
tary system :Ls to teach children to read, write a.nd do

arithmet:.c. The se.conda.::'y schools must consider what speci- R
M
fic prograaus ‘are hest su:.ted to eacn stude.nt‘a interests

and ca.pahil:LtJ.ea. Should a\ s.tudent atudr calculus or car- 'g

R

pe.ntny? Cz?e.qti:ya ux;tti“ng on haokkeepmg? :
m th:&s aense. the. a,chex;mc standqx.‘ds Qﬁ the bigh. school

L

au:e xe:x.qted tq tts qecond guncti:on. . The progpams Oﬁ»‘;wed

. Tyust he Mtegna,ted it the. came.er a.ltemata‘:vea qva.uable -

uft&r Bigh schnol gna\duat:‘.on.t K pnogram of career SRR

.

oy ".-
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: are usua.lly consﬁdered Before the student enters high IR

-]

R o k5 "'_ © 153 L7
infpmata.on muat. .thﬂrefc*re' he a.n mteg:;al Pﬂrt Of’

= the 3chool‘a ache.m; program‘;‘. Since cqreer dec:‘.suona

school, thn.s m!drma.tz.on program ‘must be in:.tiatgd at ,‘ -

' the eleme.ntary level and he expa.nded w:Ltlun the lu.gh

schools.

The. rugh schqels tn Newfpundland presently\ offer

".4 t'fm bas:.c programs; ‘ucadmnic‘ tor um.vers;ty oriented o

: students, an& ‘gene.ral’ for those who e:.ther plan to

W

termina.te thea.r formal edu.cation at the high school

level, or wbo plan to bntex' tra.:tna.ng progracms which

not requ;l.re -'.I'um.or Matriculation. : ‘I'heae programs a_va S

two maxn shortcommgs; fu:'s-t, the low quality of ec'luca- -

tton in ‘many elementary- schools precludeo academlc ,'/f '._-

~q-,...

preparatlon for the ‘academxc‘ ‘or“ university orlented

{

program, d'irectmg some students 1nto the general pro~
gram wl.thout regard to their mherent ahil:Lties or 1n- "
terests: gecond the mcred:.ble lack of career information
available to mgh school students precludes their making

a. rational decxnon on enteri:ng eith.er the academ:.c 'Or

general program on. the basls of occnpa.t:.ona.l aapxra‘!lons. .

. The primci;:al ohjectﬁye of havmg two pxograms is
le.gtti:mata; not evenxvne L& untvexsitx-onented g0 a pra=

grqm of atudt aﬁquld b o,ggepea ;l:m: those m do na@@
to attqi:n A un:‘sersitr e.da;cat;‘.on. L e

'ma ncademtc And cm:eez hxtomt:hon program must be

N

:Ln tune m}t& the econqm‘:c pmspects* of ench. community, e ‘f.f‘

Btk A § h L et I A £




. before Confederatlon are stx.ll ev:.dent.

| _comunity.

Local h_Lgl'L schools ha.ve the -7

,-potentla\l for. i:nltrating economrc growth w:.th:.n the

For example, the outport student 'who . J.n—f

,'.‘drscriminately chooses twa ox three course at trades o

schqol ' or who ‘studn.es ‘educs.t:n,om at Memor:.al',“ may . not L

be choosing post~secondary training on the ‘basis of

',interest or apti‘tude But rath.e'r as a matfer' of exped-

» 1.

‘Lency and access:.hlllty, and as’a response to limited -

s mformatlon .

‘most Iugh school graduates have had iess than a high

'ava;.lable in thein home comtgunrty, a.nd i:n other parts of

- provide thie inﬂomqt:.sn but aupport J.f. with a currJ.culum

‘to ga.ye d:Lrect:Lon to tfus encouragement.

1

If the potent:.al v1ab:|.11ty of ‘such oc-

o

cupat:.ons as sheep farm:.ng had been po:.nted out to them

|

in’ fu.gh. school they -might not. ha‘ve attended a post- o ij .

: secondary J.nstn.tutz.on because 'there was noth:.ng else to\

dot, but as' a means of obtamlng spec:.f;l.c tra:LnJ.ng of

0

'benefn.t to themselves and thelr commum.t:.es.

The consequences of a 11m:|.te& access to. educat:.on
b

. The parents of

sch.col educatlon t,hemselves, they can mot:.vate theJ.r : VA

cfuldrem toward hlgher educat:.on but they .are not equ:.pped
P

Ready access to

’ ca,reer infomatl.on Ls yital to the success o.f.' educatn.onal

insi:trtutrons a.nd the prosperity of, the Newfoundland econ—
omji. Students 'must be aua.re of, occupat:Lona.l alternatlves
the province a\nd t.he couutry*. ‘The schools :u;ust not only

uh:.chﬂprepares the stude.nt for settlmg in erther of these -

-
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: PP o . . : .
. , o ) - . o . o
L - o N oLt .
‘e . . . L . ey C— Lo .
R T . . D RN . . .
e s ! - . N
N . P *
a2 .

- 'prov;.nce and elsew:here.

o N
-




. v -
B aaacman DT
e . -

. a.rea.a. o

Isive travel program wﬁerehy students could VlBlt other’

Career infomnatuon can bﬁ“ made a.vallahle through.

'llter&ture anc'i fLJ:ms, but more partn.cularly through

irect exposure to occupatronal types and- the:.r person—-' S

h'el. An outport ‘student J.nterested in rocks should be

the varmus bra.nches of the,dLsc:.pl:.ne and to: fJ.nd out

o sentatlves of var:.ous occupatlons would help prov:.de ‘this

J.nfomatlon. of' e.vven greater benef:.t would be an exten— .

o

)

areas as well as ‘learn about caree!: opt:.ons. The travel

. given trie opportun::t)p to ‘meeg a geolog:.st, to learn about, . K

‘what tra:m:.ng s ::'equued Vrs:.ts to schools by repre— '

B

exper:.ence would, in J,tself, help mform and _prepare. the (' '

outport student for the consequences of urban llving v

should he/she dec:Lde to 1eave the outport, and would in-

form tbe urhan student of the’ economic potent:.al of rural

|

parts of. the provrnce. 4. _ o -

Only m.th an extenslve career J.nformatlon program
N

' can Newfoundland‘s thh schools hope to prov:.de adequate

Y,

acadexuc tra:mmg. . W}.th-a clearer ldea of the:.r career '

o

asp:.rat:.ons, students can chooae theu courses and ‘can-

" choase hetween the generah and ‘academic program; ~ In-
:cre.ased knovrledge of ca.reea:' opt:.ons Would decrease the T
| f numhen[o# undenrachi‘evers llhn dm.f,t :Lnto the ge.neral
p::qg;:am hecause qf;’ lack of Jpotwatmn, and it would pro-\
| vide ﬁnpetus to asp:tne to a caneez' z'e.lated to a.bxl:.ty
_for th.ose who struggle. tl’u:ough ‘the academ:tc program -

S
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| 5" moat of thel s‘tudents,

) progra.ms offered in high schools are not' al

:th.:mkn.ng the teach.;.ng proﬁesal.on :Ls theu‘ only vz\able

: '4
. . R . ) -, Y, f
op&on. S T

Al - * : b

g When the educa,t:Lon f system has ,progressed to the

po:.nt that students have had a sound acadenuc groundlng .

‘$n. the elementary grades, ha‘ve accees to quallfied _‘ f )

teachers, adequate fa.c;l:.tles and resource material, and

will he 1n the pos:.tlon to fully prepare students for the '

"academn.c demands of unJ’:verSLty and other post-secondary

[

1nst:|.tut1.ons.

. It was pon\.nted out earl:.er that ‘many of Memorlal'

freshmen are not prepared for conceptual analysis, but
rather tend to equa.te J..t w:l.th. descrlpt:l.on. Such prepara-
t:l.on sh.o&ld :Ldeally be prov1ded 1n /the secondary\ school

L 4
system deals w1th students who were not adequately prepared

for the academlc demands of hlgh school. "And f ther, o

dJ.rectly

related to student ah:.l:uty and 1nterest.— Except in a few :
large schools wh.tch. ean prov:.de spec:.f:.c programs for .
un:.vers:.ty—orlented etudents, most ILLgh schools must cope/

with the defrcrencres educatz.onal standards in.l‘ierl.ted

fx:om the elmnentary school system and- inadequacles wJ.thJ.n o
. it own eyetem, hy teachq.ng a.t a 1evel comprehens:.hle to

o L 156.,*‘,’

' have some idea of desl.rable career opt:.pns, the h:.gh schools :

asYStem. At present, hm\zever, the secondary school R ‘*—““/
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A ?an popula.ti:on. o < . '_ -

Cs ““Adjl:l',s;tt’nent n‘.tdunive‘xsity, :
'J.‘he prohlems encountered -by postnsecondary mst:.tu-— 2
S K‘ ’
trons in Newfqundland, part cularly Me.morlal UnJ.vers:Lty ’
have heen the'major focus of thrs study, The unlverslty

’attracts~many students who are 111-pfepared academlcally,

?Thave non—dlrected career expectatlons, are not prepared for
\ the soc:.al and academJ.c dema,nds of un:.vers;ty or urban L
lJ.v:Lng, and yet, Who f.eel that university afEéndance is
'desrrable and the best optlon ava:l.lable to them. Students~

- in the aurvey sample whom the um.vers:.ty attracted but did

A,

not accept, were s~1mJ.la.r to those who entered w:.th regard

. to motlvat:ton and expectatlons, albeit they were somewhat

nmre 1deallst1c. They”dlffered primarlly in that the .aca-

* demic and soc1al background dlsadvantages wh:l.ch created

\t

px:ohlems for the freshmen were more pronounced among them, .
a.nd lcept them out of un:wersrty.‘ |

For those who are adm:.tted Memorlal can ease the -

’ f_"academlc and’ soc:Lal adjusunent dlfflcultles encquntered

'.by' freshmen and thereby rmprove the qual:.ty of the work

they produce, hy recognz.z:.ng the shortcom:.ngs of the in=-

' formatn.on netuork \»thrch or;.ented them toward um.vers:.ty.,

'I.'his :‘ecogm.tion shauld result specrf,:,c programs as

| 'well as an, i'n,lproved Qx‘ienta.ti:on of fa.culty to ‘the ,fresh.—

1, ca.reer mtomatwn
C

r f"ie.culty\ membiers can not, assume “that: students -have -

S L e P
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‘ coui:ae.

_and hackgrounds—requfred

'rto enrol.
‘ the l:tnguistlcs department.«

1dar, answers to such. questlons as:

.to theJ.r needs.

nbenefit to Iugh 3chh01 students. - - '_ o e

the eletpentapx‘ a.nd secanda;r.'x‘ school s}(ste.ms i.n prepar:.ng

[P S

‘specific, vecational reaaoha for enroling in any gne

' The introductorys course in all departmenta

'should mclude an- mtroducta.on to the dtscn.pllne-
the en)ployment oppoptuna\tl.es ava:.lable W'.Lthln the disci~ _ L
) pl:tne , the ‘range af a.ctiVLtLesf possible w:tth.m that

T career, the train:.ng programs offered where they are .

offered, the cost. :anol'ved and the academ:.c standards

The unlversity shoula also
~ :

. offer th:.s 1nfomatfon about d:.sc:n.plmes of wh:.ch the

i,

-student has no knowledge and ‘in th.ch they are: not 11ke1y

For example, Newfoundland freshmen would bene- :
flt f:r.‘om :Lnformatl.on avallable on the courses offered by

'I'hat is, mformation which

i, ‘
-goes beyond course outllnes gmven in the muvers:.t}} calen-

What pract:.cal use |

in- a 1J.ngu13txcs course? What exactly do 11ngulsts do? '

Can I ‘gqet a’ job home mth a major 1n lingu:.st:.cs? A

handhookvg:.vmg ‘such . J.nformatxon on a11 departments wouldﬂ

B asslst freshmen in choos:.ng a course of study best su:.ted

Such, a handbook would also be of mmense )

& . <

4,

2 _Academ;;tc‘ "Adjument

Co R o e .“ -

Eacnlty ,tgen;be.r;s mua.t ::ecognlze the shortcomlngs of A

' ;’students for. the a.cade;p;,c demands of universz.ty\, and in the -
‘ facili:tfesr- it Had offered the. studenta. f!la/ny. outport, o

Ve vehmer i e e N .“.,,_.....__7'_.._._...._._." e e e . ) . e ES
. L Lo . R ‘e . s . ,
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~ : ]
students are not ‘only’ poorly prepared for conceptual
analrs:Ls, manr of them have never ha.d acces& to a iib--
*rary hefore attending Memorlal ] : ' .
‘ AaSLgnments~wh;ch.requxre llbrary research.must be
accompanled by tnstructlon on how~hest to utllize llbrary'
factllties. Students néed‘answers to such questions as:

s Do“YOu.erpect'melto read‘all those books on the reading

1ist?. Should T aummarize-each.book?\ Is it all-right‘

- _i just to - compare “two of them? Scannlng resource mater1a1

ﬁa‘ and contrastrng opposrng theorles on a subject has little'

relevance to’ students-whose hlgh school,material consisted‘:'
of a texthook and an encyclopedla.;: : . -
Preshmen need’ 1mmed1ate and- detalled feedback on thel
quallty of thelr work 'A‘grade, 1n 1tse1f tells them
11tt1e about how they mlght 1mpr0ve their approach to the
. course work : In pragmatlc terms, _what is wrong with des-
"', cription?, what exactly does compare and contrast mean? .
Instructors mlght dﬁ well to dlstrlbute at the beglnnlng
“ of each course exampiea of what they conalder poor and good
quality assignments and an exp}lcit explanatlon of ‘how they
o .were graded. ) o , '
..‘: The Counae111n9 Centre at Memorial ogfers a non-credlt
courae in atudr Hah;d:a, mle this course ha.a been well
attended eachrxean, Lt stall attracta only a;m;norrty of the

atudent pqpulatxpn, Facultxtmemhera should promote the

J

—

-the’ responsaﬁilxtx\to eqpip the studenté for the.demands

......

program, hut-muat alao accept a consrderahle amount of /;} :




.0f their academic workload.

» 3,7 Sd_éial Ad.juétn}ent; 1

. and the urban env;ronment of St. John! 8.

~at | Memorial. Nonnresldence students have 11tt1e opportun—'

. 10"

[ - '--»,\, Lo

{ - ‘_' . - Lo .." o . ",
. . o v

Rural studente tend to vxew~urban living as elther e

' desirable and/orlnev1table,yetthey are not prepared for

tx.j They\partlelpate.prlmarlly in unorganlzed activitles

4during high school uLthout ready access. to a peer group

7.in unxvers;ty they are Lntlmidated by formal organlzatrons

and have dlfflculty estahllshlng a satisfactory social 11fe
RN
at unxversmty. Memorlal can help alleviate this elienatlon.

All non-St. John‘s freshmen shoulg be strongly en=

]

couraged to stay in resxdence for thelr flrst year. Re51r

-

‘~‘dence 1xving prov;des :eady access. ‘to 3 wide Varlety of

|

.‘extra—currxcular actlvrtles, and 1t prov1des students w1th
"'&the opportunxtyuto share their- soclal and academlc problems

. ,w:Lth othe; students frnm s:.milar backgrounds thereby fac;L]_i..

. v1ating the’ COhfllct between students' rnral backgrounds

There* is an extreme shortage of . small meetlng places

Ity to meet each.gthen except -in the classrooms and in
.,1ange, impensqnal qvercrouded cageterlas. Small, 1n£ormL1
:;areae~euch.aa-the Jun;a: DiYiSﬁen‘e 1ounge and the alcoves; _
’; dtsgeneed thxougheut the Educattpn Bu;idﬁng are oz immense"
‘:Eenétit to thie integpatxpn o# ﬁreeﬁmen into the-unlvera;ty‘

T ; TS W

:,cammantyw ‘Memar;ql shnuld provtde students with the i

‘ ." . v . ‘ "v‘ [/«

I

4 .

i

~tating 1ntegrat10n lnto,the university communlty and alle—f:£~
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-

actual phyarcal space and actxyrtxes necesaary for adn'

R
Lo

juatment to the unluersity sub-culture..'

A

,-.,. i .. . ) . P ) CoL L ) R ,“ . . " . “ s . "- ‘_'
" Dy Conclusion/ o e P . e T

Endeavors-to ﬁmprove the economy of Newfoundland

must 'be lnterrelated w1th ‘the efforts-to tmprove educat-

ional standards. Grlenting people in the dlrectlon of

: desired changes and prov1d1ng facliltles and‘programs to
,enahle them to adapt to the changes are- 1nsuff1cient ‘

. mmaaures, unless supplemented by programs almed at '

1

‘educat;ng them ahout the potentlal xmpllcatlons of these

changes. Students,‘the unlversity, and the government, L

‘_fwhich.heavlly subsrdlzes the operatlon, would benefit’ if .

1 prepared academ;cally and socially, and had mnre\pragmatlc

. knowledge of how they dould adapt to thelr experlence and

unlverSLty and at other post—secondary 1nst1tut10ns.::ﬂnd

<students should enJoy equal access to all programs Re-

.ducxng/the harrxers af access to .one. institutlon does not.

-solve the prthem oﬁ lou educatxonal 1eVels. Improvements

s ‘ thmne. ’ ‘\ . Z' i '{.‘

"‘in tﬁe educatlpnal sxatem at eyery 1eve1 ;3 necessarr be-“ -

tore.all Neufqundlanders u;li have equal acceas to post«

: eecondany\achoola and a ﬁree chnice among-many career -

'
H ..

[P ——

p 8tudents lnterested 1n attendlng the university were betterl'

L make uge of ax unxversxty educatlon. ‘Students should be ,-,g

» informad about all educatznnal programs avaxlable, both at -
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fphn‘s, Newfoundland, Canada<
Department of Socrology‘& Anthropology .'7fﬁ | 5

T e - o L ':, -ﬁ.‘ S
‘ . '\/{" oL ::‘- . ‘ . o . . ‘ o ’ " ) . .:n _yl .. . . Julh{, 19'71 ..:- P
B N Dear Student, o SRR A

.. I:.am a graduate student in Soc1010gy at Memor1a1 Unl-' W
ﬁverSLty of Newfoundland and am presently engaged in T

Lo oo reasearchon the Influence of Unlver31ty on. the Enterlng ‘
PR v I' ’ stUdent. T : .. ' E . "- L v {

e S Ybur hame has béen plcked on a random sample basiS’ _
. from the Registrar's ligt of“students who have. applled for
. unLVer31ty this coming fall. ~Your co—operatlon is extreme-

‘ﬁ_x 1mportant in maklng -this research a success., '

-

\

I
IS

- A questlonnalre will be forwarded to you in a few days.
- It will take less than 30 mlnutes to complete._u .

-;;r Ehaa questlonnarre should be fllled out and returned

LT L
e e e g A
¥ RN SAp

, .-before August 15, or at the earliest tlme p0531ble..
é e ‘ Thank you for aserstrng me 1n this research.
Py - o ] . . : S . = L
gt \ 5 : R : . . iy ﬂ s;‘_ncerely yours, R
1 R e g g
%‘ S 2 L ;j I _:‘ Mnllle 0‘ﬂ2i11'~"
» - v ‘,«,' ' - : R ' ¢ ’ . ‘L ‘ . ;
Yo Hoigey . 722+8824 PR P AR T A

©officer 753-1200 e .. - oo
ot Ext. 2158 - ~ T R

e b e ks T Iy bavR T L4 ma Fr e
R CE e, ~L - . .

v L
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».Dear Student,.i‘f -

. in September.

" Bome; . 7228824 .
Coffieer 78320 UL

B e Dl T Y

ST ‘ 163
¥ DEPARTMENT ox«* aocrox.oer AND ANTmoROLosr R

s, e o v

e R
The enclosed questLOnnalre is an xmportant part of a

.research project dealing with the Influence of ‘University .-
" on the Entering .Student.. In order to. find out which fac=

tors will determine’ ‘the dlrectlon of this 1nf1uence, we':

-have decided to ask several questions related to the home“

communxty of the students who have applied for’ flrst year

‘\,,'A‘ . .
Because of the large number of applicants) 1t was . im—

1”90531hle to include everyome in the. study. Therefore, a
small - nugbex. were randomly selected to qepresent all. appll-
' cants. :

.

Your name was one .of those - selected to be, 1nc1uded in 3‘1
the sample. In order to make this research a success it is -
© extremel meortant that everyone in thlS sample complete

questxonnaire and return it as soon as: posexble 1n4the

' stamped self—addressed envelope.,, A , e

It will take you about 30 mlnutes ‘o answer. all the -
questions, ' If you were in Grade XI. ‘last .year you should

answexr them as' if you were still. attendlng school. ‘That is, .

. the questions apply to the school year and’ not the summer

! months, If you have been out of school this past year,

- just the questions related to study in high school should be
lanswered as you would have answered -them while 1n Grade XI..

4

If there is any confusmon about what lS meant by any .
queatlon,,or you have any further comment to make on the

. questiony. please feel free to ‘add llttle notes on toe
-‘questlpnnaxre form. 4

(
|

Thank you for xour cooperation and best W1shes in your

A‘academlc endeavoxs.-

v

C<sincereiy‘yoots,‘ﬁ

| Mollfe OWeill
© Graduate Student

\4..
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e T TNV R b ar e it en w

"uhat year ard - you attend Grade XI (c1rcle onel
Cae 11970-71

bhe 1969~70

) c;_ before 196a“7ul5 L LT ‘?: v

If ou were in Grade XTI before 1970-71, what were you

doing during 1970«71? (circle one} o

a. worklng :
b. high school

‘c.. trades school - . SR e

d. other 15Peelfy<)_-'--::'::::::":‘:_::::::::E';:.’:::~::'.

"Iear of erth.(c;rcle onel

a, 1952 . Tl T

- d. ' 1955

. "

5.
6.

pele fe)

1.

'What is the populatlon of the communlty you 11ve in
most of the tlme? {cirle- one) S . , S

b, 1953
c. 1954
Sex

aAl N ﬁale oy '
b. female

Name of your communlty 7*,~‘~:~~E:;--,'4'

a. less than 500 ) o s S
b, between 500 and 1000 T S
c. 1000 and 5000 LT

~de “hetween 5000 and 10, 000

e. between 10,000 and 15,000 = = ..
£, _between 15,00Q: ‘and’ 30 QOO e o
g. over 30, ad . ' ‘ SR Co

‘what is your rel;gioua denqminatian‘?-chxle one)

‘ a, Anglican - .
- "he" United Chnrch.

¢y .Roman Catholic LT e T e
.4, . §alyation Army " | e SR

’ - .jRente_cqgta'l : SERERR cean e e e i
-',,t,.'othex (speclxxl?“‘*‘ i‘““‘**‘*t}}\*>>?=““

ey A ——r 'y Ty

Y

|

What .te the. na,n;e. og the school ::n wﬂfch. you did Gra.de i
X173 - TR

.....

T P PP R TR
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R

Q.

11,

13,

| Ad,
- "~high schopl? ‘Rank 1in order of preference ;

’

RETTN

" -

165

3What txpe of schnol is th137 Gglxcle one)

a Denomﬁnatxonal o
b, Amalgamated . - ... ... ...

¢, Other (Spec;fyr~':--f\jé:*::=:~=zﬁf=-;=::aE-
10,

‘Is your scHEo1 in ths communlty in which.you lrve?
CCirle qQnel f ‘ .

yes L
h. no o 4
"gowléld you get to school most of the tlme? (circle ..
ne . s ,

g. walk o o
car .
'c: busl\

d.' oth.er CSPecéGEY'). E f”!": :'I: : :":‘ AN
12,

rWhat number. of students in your school are - in
Grades Ix tmough xI?nl.. :..-. -.-'~-4.4.,.a.-‘ .....

Once you leave your hame community ‘do you think you
will ever return to llve there permanently? (circlelW

one} - §
\

YES,“ : .
b, .probably - ‘ R - L
c. not likely - o Lo ‘ .
d, not. sure .ot T A o
ez no B o o ".."

‘What -wauld ybu prefer to do now that you've flnlshed

(1)} .for first choice .
(2). for second choice. o 7'_'. EE :
(31 for: thlrd choxce, etc. R LT
a.g universxty .

'HB -work __ e .

. C4. trades schnoI R
d.-. qthex iﬂpeci:ﬁxfm

B Hnu'man¥~ch%1dnen ;n gnur ﬁam%1y~are oIde: and young- -

.G.

Qld Ly ”.‘,'.\\ e \I\

yqnngex~‘\<3*§f~f P T TR

B e e
o

. . I -
N ‘.
o \ oy )
. ’ 3
S .
- . . ———— ) m— u Vo
A i .
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" 16. Haye any of your: hrotb.ers émd az\aters ever at-
tended any. of the follom.ng? Te.ll how Dany .

Bo\r ma.ny

o ~ for each ca.te.gopy\. -
a. mniversity . o

,b'-, tradeg school © . .
C.. nursing school ' .~ .

204 ﬂhat "is the educationa], 1eve1 of your father?
g ' (cu:cle onel

,!-- ..

BESEECE a, _grade VJ:II or- less 7 PR T

4 b. -gome high-achool - - i ., .

Sy Ce mh school. graduate.

w
<
e
-,

«

PR d.. f:.shera.es college
P . o
17, :a there anyone whom you' reallty 1ike o who ig close
‘ . ta you who has attended unlversa.ty (fr:.end v, teacher,
. brother, ilster, etc. 1? '
a..res
b. no ’ o A o : .- e - =, .o
: : ’ If yes, state. relat:.onship(sl N / :
" IR K TR TRE L PRI
'lé, ! COmpargg_ to the other students in your school how e
) _many friends do you have? (circle one) , ' )
. a.vmore B
- . . .co about t.he same - .
i oS d._ leas o '. '
ST R . What is yom: father‘s main occupat:.on? ‘Ifhedis. . . . 7 .
i ‘ not‘preSent,Iy‘wbrk.J.ng, tell what his occupation was). - - . ..

... o d¢ undyersity e ‘ o °
L - u he - haa 'had t::aintng gox: apecif,ﬁ:c tra.de o;c g:c-' :
L gession teJ.l tzhat th.tg tramz‘mg has Been‘ """" - s .
: ~_~-:‘:,\: ------ RIS .‘Z:.‘?,!.“}““/ .‘;'v_'.-~.°f.>\-‘.~~'.~‘s4:.‘".-'.';:. f_'
Hhat = the. educational level oﬂ your motb.er? - )
Ccizcle onel_ T L e s
T A gmde. VIR op less: - . R
.. B{ " samge: high'school, - .. . el :
ey high- achOOI grqduqte. L g 1
, ol nu:‘.mg DR ”; : 'E.'
; e univensity e -_" L : ) L
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22,

23,

- 25..

’ talk;ng w1th you after school?

1b;, no"' o TR ..: .

gHow often do you go to church?

3. o e ey it AL 2 pp1e Ittt s i i e G

e
©

1 tx

. If she has had trainlng :or a apeclﬁic trade or '
~pxo£ess;cn, tell uhat th;a tra 1ng ‘has’ been. ‘

Generally speaklng, dld you get along well with -
your teachers? (chcle onel : Lo

oL ’ ¥y o)
A yes
‘B, sOrEQ@ .. .. . o
’ C. nO , to. . “ to. ’! N .

D;ﬂ you have a favourite teacher who spent tlme:
(c;rcle one) '

bl . - s

l

a. yes. .. . T Lo
{circle one). -

a.,’at leaat onceca“week ST e IR
_“ b. once-a month. LT B
- e. . seldom ¢, - ,-' L ;; ‘. T R

. 'd.  never . . IR s : oo o

‘e. .mo regular servlces held in my community

If you ‘were llVlng away from home ' Nlth no fear of

' those at home knowing how often would you:go to :

-chnrch, how-often would you go?

. A

b. .

- Ce

d.

=T

i ﬁo
'be
Co
“de .
A’et

at least once ‘a week
‘once .a month '
seldom P

never - ‘ '
don't really know

never

sometlmee but xrregularly

‘regularly “ﬂf
-go. ateady

'*Howroften do you go on dates?

°

-
"~ . K
i} .
. . * .Y
. . .
.
K -
- 4 . M . N
. . .
R +
; 4
s .
[} I,
. »
A o v

(cizrcle one) -

LR TN .
. . o
' s /
e :
(circle one) C
..
.7 - B

3 . L o . R

Lt e et it - - T —
N Sl AR R Loel L Ll
R IR N . T S
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b
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q ) .
. “27.. Rate the am0unt of J.nflue.nce \vth_LCIL eacIL o;C the .
:Eollo\ung ha.s anyquy social activities.
T 7 mucI'L J':nfluence : - L ST :
X ‘ 2,  some, but It'd go a.ga:mst them if T wanted to
.’ 3.0, their advice doésn‘t matter at all -
- A Ay they donlt gJ.ve any adv:.ce ' .
. c . .. - 4 \/'
‘. s " muoch” some ‘doesn't  no
Bl ‘I)lflneqca,;nfluenge ,matter - advice .
g 1 @& pacents 1 2. 3 4
-+ 'b, , teachers 1l :‘ 2 - 3 . 4
! ¢. ) clergy 1 3 t 4
; ' 4. fm.ends v /f 2 -3 4
2 v ’ A P
; What dJ.d you usuallx do after’ school and on week—
‘ends? (Include any par;txcxpatlon in sports, -
C -’ membership in’ clubs and organlzat:.ons , church or .-
K school. funct:.ons, going to. hang-outs, vxsltlng o .
fr}ends and any oth.er act:.v:.tles) o . S s
. . £ -‘“ ] ) 0 ] R R O .l. RS
: . ; - v \ i N B » f .
29, t recreatlon\ faCJ.lltleS are avallable in y
- . e cowmunlty? (e.g. dance hall, gym, movie - -
. LR ater,. smmmmg, pool, ball fleld, ice rmk, etc )
. 3 \" 3 : Al :
W vV
!

L
Mg
-~
«
N
C
'
RN
t
a
\

,'5.'4. ‘radn.o e
h. television® (\

© - e

- : L.
P o . R .

- .
—— . ae——
_ . . -

— ‘. ' ama——

tlhat organ;zatwna do your.' paxents belong tp? Also
mclﬁ any a.ctwitles they take part J.n outgide -

» a7, R . -
N e . - S .
AN . . P . PEREEE YRR cess b eare  emed ans A aess e X
. AR & . ,
...... PR EEEES . ' L
o i Lo * e A e e
5
T T T
. L M s B » . 8 » o ' N N
N . SATAANI YA ANRANYANA N s s a vyt Ny s
L 1 . . . N f
v v - " hd - (e
R R . 2,
e, . L
. - ‘
s 1
b -
.
W
V. ).
N

. Do you have either of the foiléwing in your home? ..

‘i

\ m——oa e

- .
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32,

B heca,use. parenta encouraged N S ‘{'

. .’ '33.'.'

3 1J.tt1e influence = . R

a, parents .= 1 .2 3

. b, teachers 1 - :

-€e - clexgy . . L 2 a3
" d. friends’ 1
l

T e

‘on ,'u'eekevnd_gu‘*. oo

While in school, dld you go out on we,eknzghts?
‘ a. "YEB
R Ce no : o

- in unjvers®ty cum red to-
'.,stgdeng uhil& attendmg g;;a.de. xm

ﬁo _mexe

c. 169

. - o
! '

What is your pain reasan for wanting to, a.ttend

aniyersity? cle. anel). .

b, . because teachers encouraged :.t

c. Because your friends are going - .7

d. because you.can make more money w:.th a s

 university edudation . . ot
because you want -to go yourself;

8, R
%, othex Gpecifyl :".i::t;:t,.~:-:-"“'*:‘-fi--i? N

How ‘much J.nfluence did the follow:n.ng have on’ the
amaunt of study you d:l.d? ) .

. -
le - much J.nflue.nce /

2. - some influence

4. ~no J.nfluence C

, : ‘much . some - little ~ . ‘no
AR, . nfluence influence influence  influence

oo e 3
20 3

e yourself °
e,

How many hours dJ.d you usually spend study:.ng on
Heeknlghts? o ‘

-

-(cirlec_onel" o e U T

Al '/.-

b, -once in a \lhile. J R "':’\'.,;_
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